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Dunhuang of Human Beings

In grand northwest of China, there is a lustrous and brilliant oasis.
She is just Dunhuang who, by integrating cultural circles one after
another, formed its own unique humanistic quality since the remote
past time. There are four cultural systems all over the world that are
featured with long histories, vast tertitories, unique and independent
systems and profound influence, namely, China, India, Greece and
Islam. But Dunhuang and Xinjiang are the unique place where the four
cultural systems converge.

Dunhuang is crowned with eternal glory for the Silk Road,
Dunhuang enjoys worldwide reputation for economic and cultural
exchanges between the East and the West. As early as in the 2nd
century B.C,, the Silk Road that our ancestors explored bridged
the Chinese people and the people from the rest of the world, but
Dunhuang became the hub of this communication. As Shazhou
Annuals writes:  “The snowy mountain is its wall, Qinghai is just its
citymoat, the Mt. Mingsha is its knocker, the Dang River is the jade-
studded waistband, with the Yangguan Pass in the front and the Yumen
Pass at the back, which controls the west of Yiwu and the northern
desert, with the jaw to enter the entire Shan’ xi and the key to the
outside.” So Dunhuang Oasis we saw was not merely a tiny area, she
was a pair of staring eyes in vast western desert, who could look into
the world of human mind.

Dunhuang is located in the west end of the Hexi Corridor. The
city has a total area of 31,200 square metres with an elevation of 1,100
meters, and the oasis, 4.5% of the total areq, is surrounded by deserts
and Gobi. The peculiar geographical feature makes Dunhuang “a
metropolis in a wonderful place with suspending spring and magic
hills where the sand produces magic sounds, and were no feral animals
in plains, nor were terrible fishes in lakes and ponds, a connecting
metropolis from China to the other places” . In a word, Dunhuang
took on a flourishing and peaceful look everywhere. Back to those
years flaring up like raging fire, Dunhuang was both the pass to
the western regions as well as Central Asia, Western Asia and even
European countries, and the entrance to the centre of China. The word

“Dunhuang”  first came into being in  “the Dawan Biographies
in the Historical Records ” , HanYingshao explained Dunhuang as:

“Dun, grandness; Huang, stands for prosperity.” Then, the grand
and magnificent vision of Dunhuang is incomparable--- people of
different costumes, different skin colors, and different languages
came to Dunhuang from long way away, brought intense Huteng
dance and sweet songs, while all was unexpectedly harmonious and
wonderful. People’s spiritual level which escaped from the fetters of
nation, custom and language, adjusted and sublimated constantly in
Dunhuang, just as the chaste noble and lotus flower throne, emitting
the ray of human wisdom.

Dunhuang was an extravaganza and galaxy of talents and
quintessence. With the Silk Road open, Dunhuang became the culture
center of the western territory, the window of Chinese civilization,

and the focus of the world attention. For thousands of years, the

people of different nationalities who have been holding the spirit of
self-improvement and tenaciously strive for success, lived together
and created magnificent history and culture on this land. Within the
boundaries of Dunhuang, there are 241 spots of all kinds of cultural
reliques. Among them, there are three spots in state-level key cultural
reliques protection list, nines spots in provincial list, and 46 in the city
list. There are the world cultural heritage, Mogao Grottoes; the famous
tourist scenery of China, Mt. Mingsha, the Crescent Moon Spring, the
Yadan Landform in the national geology park, and the famous passes
of Han Dynasty-Yangguan Pass and Yumen Pass. These scenic spots
and historical sites have won her a good name as a well-known cultural
city and tourist attraction worldwide. As the saying goes, “Strolling in
Dunhuang, you can enjoy the charming sceneries in all directions. The
local conditions and customs on the Silk Road are extremely charming
and it is always a great regret if you don” t visit the Yangguan Pass.”

Dunhuang, a magic and amazing oasis in Gobi, is irrigated by the
Dang River. With fertile earth , sufficient sunlight and a long frost-
free period here, grain, cotton, fruits and melons are produced all the
vear round; it is an unusual natural, rich land in Gansu. Now, 26 kinds
of mineral resource such as gold, silver, vanadium, iron, phosphorus,
sulfur, asbestos, mirabilite and other minerals have been verified in
this area, which are of high quality and large reserve, and convenient to
exploit. The proven reserve of vanadium is 1.2586 million tons, which
ranks the top one of Asia.

Dunhuang people of various races who are industrious, simple
and honorable have left many legendary and charming stories in
making Dunhuang prosperous and the Silk Road unimpeded since the
Han and Tang dynasties. After the foundation of People's Republic of
China in 1949, especially since the opening up policy and the reform
in 1978, the Han, Hui, Tibet and other nationalities in Dunhuang have
inherited the past glorious tradition and opened a new way for the
future. On the land marinated with the blood of older generations,
they loudly sing a song of the unity of all nationalities and write new
magnificent achievements with wisdom and sweat for Dunhuang:
Successively, they founded the National Advanced City on Science and
Technology, National Culture Advanced City, National Advanced City
on Fundamental Education, National Advanced City on Health, China
Outstanding Travel City, National Model City on Supporting
Army, China Historical and Cultural Famous City, China Charming
City, and constantly write new chapters for a new era of the grand
journey of all-round construction of a well-off society.

Dunhuang is a human Dunhuang, a cultural Dunhuang, an artistic
Dunhuang, a mysterious Dunhuang and an eternal Dunhuang......
The aim of editing this picture album is to offer tourists at home and
abroad a window to get to know Dunhuang via the introduction to
history, culture, natural landscape, folk custom and special products,
even tourist development, and allowing everybody better to know more
about Dunhuang and catch their more attention to Dunhuang, thus

constructing hand in hand a Dunhuang with a brighter future .
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The history of Dunhuang of written records and human activities
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The World Culture Inheritance——Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes

can be traced back to the Neolithic Time-4000 years ago. The book

‘o PR . “e ; g »
Shangshu™ indicates recordation that “Sanmiao fled into Sanwei

- . e .
According to archaeological research, “Sanwei  is the current

Dunhuang area and “Sanmiao” tribe is the earliest inhabitant in
Dunhuang. Many races living together with disputes were the social
characteristic of Dunhuang in ancient times. In the years from the
Warring States to the Qin and Han Dynasties, the early Rouzi tribe was
strong and formidable, excelling Wusun. After that Hsiungnu constantly
grew, defeated Rouzi tribe and forced them to move westward. In
138 B.C. Emperor Wu of Han Dynasty asked Zhang Qian to go to
western regions twice on the purpose of uniting Rouzi to jointly attack
Hsiungnu. YuanShou 2nd year (121 B.C.) in spring, General Huo
Qubing commanded his army to cross over Mt. Chilian, and fought

with Hsiungnu in the Hexi Corridor. In the summer of the same year,




Huo Qubing entered Hexi again, and defeated Hsiungnu. Han Dynasty
set up Wuwei and Jiuquan counties there in the same year, thus
Dunhuang turned over to be under control of Jiuquan County. In 111
B.C., (Han Yuanding 6th year), Han Dynasty again divided the land of
the two counties into Zhangye and Dunhuang counties, and extended
Qin Great Wall to Dunhuang, establishing Yumen Pass and Yangguan
Pass west to Dunhuang city to guard the gate from western regions to
Hexi and the central area. Thus, the situation of “set up four counties,

» i -
hold two passes” had been completed, and the Hexi area henceforth

officially was included in the domain of Han Dynasty.
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Ancient Dunhuang region including a wide area of the Dang River

£

basin and the Shule river basin, now Dunhuang City, Anxi County,

Yumen City, Subei Mongolian Autonomous County and Akesai Khazak

Autonomous County, have a total area of 168,000 km” approximately.

It was the necessary pass of the Silk Road on the land, which once
connected the cultures of the East to those of the West, playing an
important role in Chinese history. Dunhuang has a long history: from
primeval cultivation in the Neolithic Time to setting up counties in the
two Han Dy from being turned over again and again during

Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties to being separated in the

Sui and Tang Dynasties, from the Buddism bloom in Tubo time to the
elaboration in uprising troop time; even declining gradually through the

West Xia, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties-Dunhuang has exhibited the
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The Setting Sun on Mt. Sanwei
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When shuttling in history, or looking back to dust-laden historical tunnel,
we should not forget these epics:

Approximately 3000 B.C. -2000 B.C. Qiangrong lived here, engaged in
farming and pasturing cultivation.

221 B. C. (Qin Shihuang 26th year) Rouzi and Wusun stationed and
herded successively.

204 B. C. (Emperor Han 3rd year) Da Rouzi resided in Dunhuang and
the Qilian Mountain.

174 B. C. (Han Wen Emperor 6th Year) Rouzi moved to the west,
Xiongnu resided in Dunhuang and the Qilian Mountain.

120 B. C. (Han Yuanshou 3rd year) Bao Lizhang captured the Heavenly
Horse in Wowa Pool, and dedicated it to Emperor Wu of Han Dynasty.

366 (Taihe 1st year, Eastern Jin Dynasty) Lezun cut the 1st cave in
Moguo Grottoes.

400 (Long an 4th year, Eastern Jin Dynasty) Li Hao was appointed

Prefecture Chief of Dunhuang, later called Lianggong, and taken Gengzi

as the beginning of his reign, the Western Liang began to take Dunhuang

VR

as its capital.

421 (Yongcun 2nd year, Song Dynasty) Juqu Mengxun in Beiliang
ordered his troop to make breakthrough on Dunhuang City by water, the
Western Liang ended.

518 (Shengui 1st year, Northern Wei) Dunhuang citizen, Song Yun and
other people were dispatched to Western Regions for Buddhist scriptures by
Queen Hu, back to Luoyang four years later.

633 (Zhenguan 7th year, Tang Dynasty) Tang Dynasty set up Shazhou,
conducting two counties, which were Dunhuang and Shouchang respectively.

645 (Zhenguan 19th year, Tang Dynasty) Xuan Zang passed through
Yangguan Pass and back to the homeland with Buddhist scriptuers via Dunhuang.

781 ( Jianzhong 2nd year, Tang Dynasty) Tubo took possession
of Dunhuang.

848 (Dazhong 2nd year, Tang Dynasty) Dunhuang citizen, Zhang
Yichao led to eject Tubo garrison commanders and reoccupied Guazhou and
Shazhou. In 851, Tang Dynasty stationed the uprising troop in Shazhou and
appointed Zhang Yichao military commissioner.

906 (Emperor Ai of Tang, Tianyou 3rd year) Zhang Chengfeng
established “Western Han Dynasty Jinshan Kingdom”  in Dunhuang, titled
himself “The King in white” .

914 (Qianhua 4th year, the last emperor of Houliang) Zhang
Chengfeng died, Jinshan kingdom ended, Cao Yijin took the post of military
commissioner to rule Dunhuang.

1036 (Jingyou 3rd year, Song Dynasty) Li Yuanhao of the Western Xia
occupied Shazhou, the regime of the uprising troop perished.

1274 (Xianchun 10th year, Song Dynasty) Mark Polo traveled east by
way of Dunhuang,

1277 Yuan Dynasty set up Shazhou Lu, administered two counties-
Guazhou and Shazhou, and was af filiated with Gansu Province.

1404 Ming Dynasty set up Shazhou Wei (county level organ).

1524 (Jiajing 3rd year, Ming Dynasty) Closed down Jiayuguan, deposed
Shazhou, abandoned Dunhuang.

1725 (Yong Zheng 3rd year, Qing Dynasty) Qing Dynasty set up
Shazhou County.

1760 (Qianlong 25th year, Qing Dynasty) Changed Shazhou to
Dunhuang County , which was subordinated to Anxi Fu.

1905-1914 Russian Obrewchev Expedition, British Stein Expedition,
French Pelliot Expedition, Japanese Zuicho and Tachibana Expedition, and
Russian Oldenberg Expedition came to Dunhuang successively, swindled and
robbed a great number of precious cultural reliques.

1936 The Republic of China set up Dunhuang County, subordinated to
the7th Administrative Office in Gansu.

1941 the famous traditional Chinese painter Zhang Dagian came to
Dunhuang, copied murals in Mogao Grottoes, and renumbered to the caves.
In the same year, renowned historian Xiang Da etc. came to Dunhuang to
inspect for the first ime.

1944 Dunhuang Art Research Institute was established, Ministry of

Education appointed Chang Shuhong superintendent: - - -
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YO SO BT EUEAE S T . SO R N2 48 % Dunhuang research. Some newly built museums in Dunhuang make
FE SRR, WEIUEEMRNEENE, HEFHER — comprehensive demonstration of its history and culture.
LB BRI P S S T 2T RN FUE D H I BUEH S DS . X BRI & v
Excavated Dunhuang cultural relics are precious resource for W7 T — FOELIZOVWTOHFTICERTH D HIEEDH
studying Dunhuang society, history, culture, science and technology R/EWFTAETH % . BUEITH 72 ITRAL U 12 WA BUE D
and the history on the Silk Road, also the important contents to JES E 2 2HENTBR U7z,

BHIOMEE BENA W EEEOER SFHERMR
One-ear Sand Earthenware Jar, Bronze Age




