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TEXT A
Before Reading

1 Look at the following pictures and describe with your classmate(s) what people in the
pictures are doing.

3%

Do the pictures remind you of your first day at the university? Recall what you did that
day and complete the following table.

My First Day at the University

What | did How | felt

©  Why do young people go to university? Can you think of a few reasons?
4 How do you find about your classmates?

% Do you have any plans for your university study?

o Do you know anything about “hall of residence”?

Now, read TEXT A to find out what Ali thinks of university.

University Life
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Reading

Why did Ali want to

g0 to university?

How did Ali feel
about university
life2

What Kind of
person was Katia?

What did Ali think
of Katia?

Ali Goes to University

Ali couldn’t wait until September. Finally, his life was going to change.
He had been offered a place at the University of Rummidge.

Like many people his age in Britain, for Ali, going to university wasn’t
a chance to develop his education or to pursue academic interests. No, for
Ali, going to university was a chance to get away from his hometown and
his parents, to meet lots of new people, to stop being a child and become an .
adult. The town he lived in was very small. There was never anything new, or
different, or unusual. It was boring, very, very boring. Ali couldn’t wait to leave.

When he got off the train at Rummidge, Ali felt free at last. He had only
one suitcase with him. He didn’t want to bring much from home. He wanted
to forget his home. He felt free and independent for the first time in his life.
He settled into his hall of residence, full of excitement.

Then Katia appeared.

Katia was a girl with flame-red hair who lived in the same hall of
residence as Ali. She always dressed completely in black. She always looked a
little bit bored.

Indeed, according to Katia, everything was boring. Her course was
boring. The other students were boring. This university was boring.
Rummidge was boring.

Ali was so impressed by Katia that he started to imitate her. He
pretended that he was bored with everything too. He started to miss a lot of
his lectures and classes. He forgot to write the essays and do the assignments

pursue [pa'sjuy/ v. to continue doing an activity or
trying to achieve something over a long period
of time iB3K. 4k&Ei#1T

academic /.®ks'demik/ a. connected with education,
especially at college or university level AR

get off toleave (train orbus) T (K%, K% )

independent /undi'pendont/ a. confident and able to
do things by yourself in your own way, without
wanting help or advice from other people J#37
#; BERM

settle in/into to become used to a new home, job, sur-
roundings etc. BN ( AR, TiE. FEF)

flame-red /fleim red/ a. here flame [n] means “bright
light, or brilliant colour, usually red or orange”;
the compound adjective flame-red means “of

UNIT 1

bright red colour” K41 & &4

according to as shown by something or said by
someone $&----- 7w ( Afijt )

imitate /'1mite1t/ v. to copy the behaviour of
someone or something; take or follow as an
example 2 ( EA/FY ) OFF; X

pretend /pri'tend/ v. to behave as if something is
true when in fact you know it is not {R3%, R

essay [‘esei/ n. a short piece of writing by a student
as part of a course of study ( 4 ¥ | 1IRRAHR
i) EX, #HX

assignment /a'sainmant/ n. a piece of work that is
given to someone as part of their job, or that a

student is asked to do ( A ECHY ) 1£55; Bk



he had to do.

One day, there was a knock on the door of his room. He woke up and
looked at his clock. It was midday. He had slept right through the morning.
He got up and opened the door. He hoped it would be Katia. But it wasn’t
Katia. It was Femi, who was doing the same course as Ali. She was from
Africa. He hadn’t spoken to her much.

“Have I just woken you up?” asked Femi.

“Errr, yeah,” said Ali, pretending to try and look bored.

“You've been missing a lot of classes recently.”

“So what?” said Ali. “They’re boring. Everything’s boring.”

“Why don’t you go back home, then?” asked Femi.

“Home’s boring too,” said Ali.

“I'd love to be able to go home,” said Femi. “But I love it here too. I'm
lucky to be here. You don’t know how lucky you are.” Femi sat down and
began to tell Ali her story. She had been the brightest girl in her class at
school, and she had hoped to be able to go to university. However, she was
from a small town, her parents were not rich, and it was very unlikely that
she would be able to follow her dream and go on to study at university. But

she had not given up, she had continued to study, and eventually she won

a grant to be able to come and study in the UK. “I love it here. I love the
freedom and independence you have. I never get bored for one minute. But I
miss my home a lot. I miss my parents and my family and my old friends.”

Ali didn’t say anything while Femi told him her story. But he was
listening very carefully, even if he was pretending to look bored. Katia had
a lot of interesting stories, her parents were rich and she had travelled and
done lots of interesting things, but she didn’t seem to realise how much these
things meant. The life that Femi had had up until now, and the experiences
that she had in her hometown were so much more profound than anything
Katia had done. He realised now how superficial Katia was. How lucky she
was, and how little she understood how lucky she was.

What do we know
about Femi’s past
experience?

What did Ali think
about Katia now?

midday /'middei/ n.[U] the middle of the day; twelve someone, especially by the government for a
o’clock 4R, F4 particular purpose ( BUF R4/ ) 3 8h1£;
unlikely /an'laikli/ a. not likely to happen K &% here “grant” means student grant ( B1Z24 )
HH, RATTRER even if no matter if BI{E, R
give up to stop doing something or having something, up until not further or later than something; as far
especially something that you do regularly H# as something 7 %F; FRTF; HE
( BIELEHOEEHEEDY ) profound /pra'faund/ a. deep, intense or far-reaching;
eventually /i'ventfuali/ ad. after a long time, especially very great JREY; FIZH
after along delay or a lot of problems £&F, &% superficial /su:pa'fifal/ a. not thorough; shallow Bk
grant /gra:nt/ n. an amount of money given to 8 AEN
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What was Femi
planning to do
after university?

How did Ali feel
after hearing
Femi’s story?

“When I finish my degree, I hope to be able to do a Master’s degree.
Then I'm going to go back home to be a teacher. I want to be able to make
a difference in my country. Yes, it might be boring compared to here. But I
think about all those people who haven’t been as lucky as I was. And I know
that if I don’t do something, it will always stay that way.”

Femi’s story affected Ali a lot. He didn’t know why he hadn’t spoken to
her before, and felt a bit ashamed and embarrassed about his ignorance. He
started to think about his exams. He hoped he was going to pass them. After
he could perhaps go to Africa. He could perhaps meet up with Femi there.
Or perhaps he could go back home. He could go back to his boring, little
hometown, and he could try to make a difference there.

1. Rummidge (Para. 1) a fictional city used by David Lodge in some of his novels,
particularly Changing Places, Small World: An Academic Romance, and Nice
Work. It is based on the English city of Birmingham, colloquially known as
Brummagem, and the University of Rummidge is based on the University of
Birmingham, where Lodge taught English literature for decades.

2. to stop being a child (Para. 2) no longer continue to be a child

3. make a difference (Para. 17) bring about change(s)

4. compared to here (Para. 17) When you compare life in my country to life here.
Here “compared” introduces a past participle phrase.

affect /y'fekt/ v. to do something that produces an

embarrassed im'bzrast/ a. ashamed, nervous, or

effect or change in someone or something $1fd uncomfortable in a social situation ¥igay. &
ashamed /5'fermd/ a. [not before noun AT &3 0e

] feeling shame or embarrassment because of ignorance ['jgnarans/ n.[U] lack of knowledge or

something you have done ZHLHY; WZKAY; Hi information about something o401, BBk

1RE

UNIT 1



After Reading

e Reading Comprehension Tasks

1 Complete the following statements according to the information in TEXT A.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

According to Ali, his hometown was and

Katia had and liked

Femi was a X girl.

There were many between Katia and Femi.

Femi wanted to when she completes her undergraduate course.

After hearing Femi's story, Ali began to

2 Answer the following questions.

1)
2)
3)

9)

Why did Ali want to go to university?

How did Ali feel about university life?

What did Ali think of Katia?

What kind of person was Femi?

Did Ali change his opinion of Katia?

What is the main difference between Katia and Femi?

What change can we see in Ali at the end of TEXT A?

TEXT A tells the story of Ali, Katia and Femi, so it arranges details according to
time sequence. Can you identify at least THREE words that show time sequence?
What can we learn from TEXT A?

3 Explain the underlined parts in your own words.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Like many people his age in Britain (Para. 2)
develop his education (Para. 2)

to miss a lot of his lectures and classes (Para. 7)

She had been the brightest girl (Para. 15)
to follow her dream (Para. 15)

When | finish my degree (Para. 17)

it will always stay that way (Para. 17)

e Oral Work

Form groups of four and act out the story of Ali, Katia and Femi. One student acts
as the narrator.

University Life



TEXT B

Before Reading

\

1 Look at the following pictures and describe with your classmate(s) what college students
are likely to do. What are you likely to do in college?

2 What are the differences between life in high school and in college? Have a discussion
with your partner about the possible differences, and complete the following table.

High School College

Learning style

Teacher’s lecture

Parent’s discipline

Freedom

Friends

Social life

What are your expectations for college?

W

What are your goals to achieve in your college study?

B

5 The following are some of the key words and expressions in TEXT B. Find out their
meanings from a dictionary.

Now, read TEXT B to find out how college is different from high school.

UNIT 1



Reading

How College Is Different from High School
Jennifer Klein & Alicia LaPolla

College really is the best time of your life. It is a time to be involved in  In what ways is col-
everything your college or university will have to offer. When you reach your lege different from
30s, you will likely look back at your college experience and wish you really ~ "2h school?

could do it all over again.
Welcome to college, where you are now considered an adult.

High School vs. College: Learning Styles
Get used to saying “Professor” or “Dr.” Your teachers are no longer Mr.
or Ms. Brown, but Professor or Dr. Brown, and guess what? You are expected
to have an opinion! You are no longer a passive learner who just sits and  What is a passive
listens to a teacher, occasionally writes a paper, and takes a test in which leamer?
you are expected to simply reiterate what you have learned or been told by
the teacher. You will not be provided with notes; rather, you are expected What are you
to figure out on your own what'’s important. (Professors are available during  supposed (o doin
their office hours for help if what's important is ever unclear.) In college your ~ ©//¢2¢ learming?
professors are expecting you to voice your thoughts, and disagreeing with the
professor’s opinion is considered an interesting debate, not deviant behavior.
Class participation and providing your own perspective and analysis are key
to success in the college learning environment.

High School vs. College: Academic and Social Life ‘ What are the
Balancing academic and social life is difficult. This balance is something  suggestions o

that most likely your parents helped you with in high school. Now that you balance vour aca-

are in college, you can no longer rely on your parents for rules, or academic ~ “¢Mc and social

motivation. All of these are now in your hands. Being at college can be e

socially overwhelming — an array of evening and weekend activities is open

to you, including lectures, club/organization events, dorm events, and of

course, parties. Some students become so involved in social activities that

they neglect their academics. While it is good to take advantage of social

opportunities, it is imperative that you cut out time to focus on your studies.

Some students find it helpful to spend studying time in the school library,

where they can focus without any interruption. Forming study groups with

peers from your classes can also be extremely helpful, as well as agreeing on a

daily “study time” with your roommate, where your dorm room will adopt the

atmosphere of the library.

University Life 7
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How college is

different from high -

school in terms
of classmates or
friends?

Why is it important

to make your own ¢

choices?

UNIT 1

High School vs. College: Meeting Friends from Different Backgrounds

If you are from anywhere other than a big city, most of your friends
in high school are probably a lot like you. You may not all share the same
personality, but the things you consider “normal” are probably the same.
Your parents are probably a lot like your friends’ parents. They probably even
share the same tax bracket. You go to the same type of restaurants as your
friends. You and your friends probably share similar ideas of what is fun to
do on a Friday night. Until you get to college, it rarely occurs to you that
life could be any different — until you find yourself surrounded by hundreds
of students just like you, with very different stories. You quickly learn that
“normal” simply doesn’t exist. One of the best things about going to college
is the opportunity to interact with a wide variety of cultures. Students from
the other side of the world and the other side of the country will likely both
be living on your dorm floor. Take advantage of this amazing multicultural
environment that you might never have access to again.

High School vs. College: Making Your Own Choices

When you are in high school, your parents are often there to stand
between you and temptations. Once parents are removed from the equation,
you are left with you and your choices. Just because your parents said you
cannot do something, it does not mean you cannot do it. However, this is
where personal choice and responsibility come in. Once you are in college,
in many ways you are considered an adult, and you have more options. You
choose how to balance your academic and social life. You make all of your
own decisions, and you are responsible for the consequences. Remember
that being an adult does not mean you need to figure everything out by
yourself. Gathering information about these and other decisions, and talking
to parents, siBlings, and friends can help you make these important decisions.
Most campuses also have counselors and health-care workers available to
provide information and a listening ear.



1. rather (Para. 3) instead .

2. Professors are available during their office hours (Para. 3) Professors are ready to
talk to you during their office hours.

3. Some students become so involved in social activities that they neglect their
academics. (Para. 4) Some students take part in so many social activities that they
cannot pay much attention to their study.

4. it is imperative that you cut out time to focus on your studies (Para. 4) It is
important that you spend enough time on your studies.

e.g. It is imperative that these safety measures be taken immediately.
It is imperative to take these safety measures immediately.

5. If you are from anywhere other than a big city (Para. 5) If you come from places
outside a big city

6. They probably even share the same tax bracket. (Para. 5) Their income is perhaps
similar and, accordingly, they pay roughly the same rate of tax. This means that
these families have similar economic status.

7. it rarely occurs to you (Para. 5) you would seldom think

After Reading

e Reading Comprehension Tasks

i Read the following statements and put C beside the statements describing college
life and H beside the statements describing high school life.

You are expected to simply reiterate what you have learned or been
told by the teacher.

| You and your friends probably share similar ideas of what is fun to
do on a Friday night.

You quickly learn that “normal” simply doesn’t exist.

You make all of your own decisions, and you are responsible for the

consequences.

Voicing your thoughts or different opinions is not considered a
’ deviant behavior.

Your parents are always there to stand between you and your
‘ temptations.

’ Personal choice and responsibility come in at this stage.

University Life 9
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Answer the following questions.

1)
2

B W

)
)
)
5)

In which aspects is college different from high'school?

How learning in college is different from that in high school?

What are the key elements to success in the college learning environment?

What role does the first paragraph play?

Throughout the text the author has used “you” to address the audience. What kind
of relationship does “you” indicate between the reader and the author?

Is the word “equation” in paragraph 6 used as a metaphor?

There are a few sentences in the text that begin without the subject(Fi%), for
example, “Get used to saying ‘Professor” or ‘Dr.””, or “Remember that being an adult
does not mean you need to figure everything out by yourself”. What is the function
of these sentences?

In “All of these are now in your hands. Being at college can be socially
overwhelming — ...”, what does the punctuation mark “—” mean?

Explain the underlined parts in your own words.

—_—

Get used to saying “Professor” or “Dr.” (Para. 3)

)
2) All of these are now in your hands. (Para. 4)
3) Being at college can be socially overwhelming (Para. 4)
4) Once parents are removed from the equation, you are left with you and your
choices. (Para. 6)
5) this is where personal choice and responsibility come in (Para. 6)
6) to provide information and a listening ear (Para. 6)
Oral Work

Discuss and list some main differences between. your life in college and what usually

happens in high school. For example:

Life in college Life in high school

In college, | share a dorm with three other | In high school, | stay at home and
students. have a room of my own.




