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X 2 Reading, Writing & Translating

1. Practice through reading
Passage 1
® Pre-reading questions
How important do you think an early love of reading is to a successful career? Did you have
such an experience that has developed in you a life-long love of books?

Eudora Welty, a famous U.S. writer, tells her story in the following passage. Read it carefully and
make sure you understand the importance of her early love of books in her becoming a writer.

7N

Y.)
\( Are you ready to read? Don't forget your startingtime: __h__m___s

——

Moon on a Siiver Spoon

On a visit to my grandmother’s in West Virginia, I stood inside the house where my mother
had been born and where she grew up.

“Here’s where I first began to read my Dickens®,” Mother said, pointing. “Under that very
bed. Hiding my candle. To keep them from knowing I was up all night.”

“But where did it all come from?” I asked her at last. “ALL that Dickens?”

“Why, Papa gave me that set of Dickens for agreeing to let them cut off my hair,” she said.
“In those days, they thought very long, thick hair like mine would
sap(#¥£Q) a child’s strength. I said No! I wanted my hair left the
way it was. They offered me gold earrings first. I said No! I'd
rather keep my hair. Then Papa said, ‘What about books? I'll
have them send a whole set of Charles Dickens to you.’ I agreed.”

My mother had brought that set of Dickens to our house in
Jackson; those books had been through fire and water before I was
born, she told me, and there they were, lined up —as I later
realized, waiting for me.

Besides the bookcase in the living room, which was always called the library, there were the
encyclopedia( & #144) tables and dictionary stand(£', %) in our dining room. There was a full

® KEX(1812~1870), KEF L HRK, HIERLUN 19 HEXEHLALHMARNK, BHNE. T2
fEdH (ERERRIME) o (K « BHEFER) .« (UR2) &.
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set of Mark Twain and a short set of Ringgold Lardner” in our bookcase, and those were the
volumes that in time united us as parents and children.

1 live in gratitude(/&#) to my parents for initiating({# A\, /#7125 T #%#) me — and as early as |
begged for it, without keeping me waiting — into knowledge of tae word, into reading and
spelling, by way of the alphabet. They taught it to me at home in time for me to begin to read
before starting school. I believe the alphabet is no longer considered an essential piece of
equipment for traveling through life. In my day it was the keynote to knowledge.

In my sensory education I include my physical awareness of the word. Of a certain word, that
is; the connection it has with what it stands for. Around age six, perhaps, I was standing by myself
in our front yard waiting for supper, just at that hour in a late summer day when the sun'is already
below the horizon and the risen full moon in the visible sky stops
being chalky and begins to take on light. There comes the moment,
and I saw it then, when the moon goes from flat to round. For the first
time it met my eyes as a globe. The word “moon” came into my
mouth as though fed to me out of a silver spoon. Held in my mouth
the moon became a word. It had the roundness of a Concord grape®
that Grandpa took off his vine and gave me to suck(M%) out of its
skin and swallow(# ") whole, in Ohio.

(491 words)
EndingTime; _h__m__ s If you have spent :
Total Time: _m___s a) less than 7 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.
b) around 8 minutes, you are OK at reading.
c) more than 9 minutes, you need more practice

in reading.

® Comprehension

Decide whether the following statements are True or False according to the passage.
Q 1. The author's mother loved books more than long hair and gold earrings.
Q 2. The author was grateful to her parents because they bought her a set of Dickens.
Q 3. Reading is generally considered an important part of modern life.
Q4. Children are not encouraged to learn to read at home before going to school.
Q 5. The purpose of the passage is to tell us how the author learned the alphabet.

Passage 2

® Pre-reading activity
You may come across some new words or expressions while reading the following passage, but
you can guess their meanings through the context clues in the sentences below.

© PrEgh(1885~1933), EEAEX, EFHOBESMRNIES.
 ERHERWE, FLWESH, FETFERLEEEMNGTHLBRENETEE.
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1. You shouldn’t drive to Washington, D. C. Your license is due to expire in two days.
The Chinese meaning of expire in the sentence is

2. He is really an excellent athlete; he is the recipient of three gold medals.
The Chinese meaning of recipient in the sentence is

3. If you are reluctant to do something , you are unwilling to do it.
The Chinese meaning of reluctant in the sentence is

4. He’s a real video junkie; he watches TV eight hours a day.
The Chinese meaning of junkie in the sentence is

5. Tom traded his favorite camera for some computer books,
The Chinese meaning of traded ... for in the sentence is

Are you ready to read? Don't forget your starting time: _._h

Me and the Box Queen

I never throw away a key. | know that as soon as I do, I'll discover a piece of locked luggage
that will be useless because the key is gone. '

My husband cannot understand why I have a drawer full of eyeglasscs I can t see out of
anymore.

For some strange reason 1 have always had a strong,
hard-to-control desire to keep things. I'm talking about
someone who still has her third-grade report cards, food
coupons(3=, 37) that have long expired, and a 1987
wildlife calendar because February shows a bear in a party
hat. The madness never stops.

It’s all part of my mother’s laws that I learned at her knee: If you're too full to eat it, save it
and throw it away later. If it makes you happy when you see it again, put it in the kitchen drawer.

Today, Mother has two cars, owns her own home and carries 35 credit cards. But my family

still calls her the Box Queen. For as long as | can rcmcmbér,' she has stood at a gift recipient’s
elbow while a package is being unwrapped. Once the contents are held up, the box never so much
as touches the floor. Mother has grabbed it and hid it away in a closet.

I was reluctant to admit that 1, too, was a box junkie until my daughter pointed out to me at her
last birthday party. I found myself at war with Mother over a Nordstrom box. She said it was hers;
[ said she had never stepped foot in a Nordstrom store in her life, and it was mine. She claimed
she had traded me two Sears boxes for it, and I had just forgotten about it.

Later my daughter said I needed help, but believe me I'm nowhere near the fanatic(AE #:3)
my mother is, But lately I am beginning to wonder. |
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I was doing housework one afterncon when Mother dropped by. “What are you doing?” she
asked.

“I'm ironing old tissue paper and used ribbons(££7%7, F457Hr). See? They’re like new.”
Smiling at me, she said, “This is the first thing you have ever done that has made me happy.”

(362 words)
EndingTime: _h__m__ s If you have spent

Totai Time: __m s a) less than 5 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.
b) around 6 minutes, you are OK at reading.
c) more than 7 minutes, you need more practice

in reading.

® Comprehension
Complete the following sentences with the information from the passage.

1. is referred to as the Box Queen because
2. “Someone” in Paragraph 3 refers to ;
3 , and may indicate that the

author’s mother is rather rich.
4, The first thing the author had ever done that made her mother happy was

5. The lesson of the passage is

Passage 3
® Pre-reading questions
1. Is your mother strict with you in terms of your study? Does she set high standards for you?

2. Do you know anything about the American value system that favors greatly individual success
through hard work?

Now read the following passage to get some idea about the American value system and how great a
mother’s influence can be on her children.

) Are you reédy to read? Don't forget your startingtime: __h__m__s

A Higher Standard

Last September Ruth Simmons became the president of Smith College, one of the country’s
most outstanding institutions of higher learning for women.

Simmons, the great-great-granddaughter of slaves, began her journey to Smith on a cotton
farm in Grapeland, Texas, where her parents were share-croppers(it 254> AR 1l 4R). Later the
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family moved to a poor section of Houston. There her father went to work in a factory, and her
mother cleaned floors for white families.

How did such humble beginnings bring forth a
career that led to the top of academic community?

“I had a remarkable mother,” says Simmons.
“She would sometimes take me with her when I was
a little girl, and the thing I remember vividly is how
good she was at what she did. She was very
demanding in terms of her own work. “Do it well,
do it thoroughly,” she’d say, “whatever you do.”

At her inauguration (#tHER{X ) the new
president carried a Bible her mother had given her father on the day they were married. “I know
the Smith Board of Trustees( 2 # }ii# Pt # B <) thinks I’'m trying to live up to the standards
they set for me, and that’s okay,” she says. But she is aiming toward a higher standard. “Every
day that I"'m here,” Simmons says, “I try to be the kind of person my mother wanted me to be.”

(217 words)

TotalTime: _ _m___ s a) less than 3 minutes, you are a wonderful reader.
b) around 3.5 minutes, you are OK at reading.
c) more than 4 minutes, you need more practice
in reading.

EndingTime: __h__m__ s If you have spent

® Translation
A. Translate the following sentences from the passage into Chinese.

1. Simmons began her journey to Smith on a cotton farm in Texas, where her parents were share-
croppers.

2. How did such humble beginnings bring forth a career'that led to the top of the academic
community?

3. The thing I remember vividly is how good she was at what she did.

4. She was very demanding in terms of her own work.

5. I know the Smith Board of Trustees thinks I’m trying to live up to the standards they set for
me.

B. Translate the following sentences into English by using the words or structures given below.

6. RMNBEHF EBAKHFIETZ —AL. (oneof... LHIFAMELE)
7. BERMORARBHE I ERS . (aimtoward ...)
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2. Writing practice

Following the writing samples given in Unit 1 of your Textbook 3, fill in the blanks to complete the
following resume so that it is functionally equivalent to that given in Chinese.

® O’

W4, B

fEhk: *Hmnﬂﬁxﬁﬁﬁ%
HiS 4+ 210999

Hi%: 025-9876543

RRAER: SHEHRGFREXOIE.

TYESF: 1995~1997, THERGHATRER.
1997~4, {THBMEHEARMBIE TERIT.
ERFEEINE, BERWESNETREFREE.

L H: 1992~1995, {LRFESERERTENR.
1995~1997, A KETHEHR, BEEL.

BRRUEP: KERBAZERSKIES, 1995;
BB R RRATGR G RIS, 1997,

NBFF: S e DIIE. TR

A K WAL R BT H 2210888 FEFE T¥KEE | S)YATEHENEFELST
FEIPHEE(E (210999 P ERBFIER KL 586 5)&E.

Resume
Wen Liya
586 Yanling Ave., Nanjing 210999
The People’s Republic of China
Tel: 025-9876543
Job objective: To seek a position in 1)

Work experience: 1997 - present, 2)

, assistant engineer.

1995 - 1997, 3) ,4)

Took part in 5)
during summer vacations at college.

Education: 1995 - 1997, 6) , B. Sc.
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1992~ 1995, 7)

Qualifications: 8) , 1995,
MacroHard Certificate for Senior Software Developers, 1997.

Interests: 9) , 10) ,11) ,and 12)

Reference: References by 13) of Songling University
and Mr. Xu Duo, 14) of Jiangcheng
TV Station are 15) at the following
addresses: Prof. Xue, 16) ; Mr.

Xu, 586 Yanling Ave, Nanjing 210999, P. R. China.

XX Listening In & Speaking Out

1. Dialogue practice

@ Listening in

In this part you will hear five short dialogues. After each dialogue, there will be a question. Both the
dialogue and the question will be read only once. Simply answer each question by filling in the blank with
what you have leamed from the dialogue. Now let's begin.

1. He’ll help the woman
2. He

3. She suggested the man
4. He doesn’t

5. Because he promised to

2. Conversation practice

@ Listening in

Now you will hear a conversation. It will be read three times. While listening, compiete the
conversation with what you hear. Now let's begin.

A: . Are you Mr. Barrens from Canada?

B: Yes, I am.

A: How do you do? I'm Shen Ping, your tour guide. .

B: How do you do? It's , Mr. Shen.

A: Please call me Shen Ping. ?

B: Oh, yes. . I'm so excited. I have been looking forward to
this trip. i

A: 1 hope

B: I think I will.
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A: Let’s get your stuff, I'll have a luggage cart and meet you over there at the carrousel(1T ZE{%3&
).
B: Thank you.

® Speaking out
Complete the following conversation by translating the parts given in Chinese

# Gerald (A) and Miss Wang (C) are meeting Mr. Jones (B) at the airport. Gerald is
Jones’ old friend, but Miss Wang has never met him before.
A: There he comes.
B: Gerald, nice to see you again! How are you?
A: Fine thank you. Pleased to see you. ?
(FeftRg?)

B: Quite a nice one. The weather was pleasant.
A: , manager of our department.

(HERPENMRENE, )
B: How do you do, Miss Wang.

GAER BB RER. )
C: How do you do. Welcome to China. i
(BRFE—KKG?)

B: Yes. This is my first time to be here, but I’ve heard a lot about your beautiful country.
e

(B B AL — BRI . )
B: I think I will.

Now, prepare a short conversation with your partner according to the situation given below. The
foliowing expressions will be helpful,

% You are meeting a visitor at the airport, and you 've never seen him before.

1. Excuse me, but are you ... ?

2.'m..,

3. How do you do?

4. How was your flight? / Did you have a nice journey?

5. The flight was very smooth. / It was a very nice one.

6. Thank you for coming to meet me. / It’s very nice of you to come to meet me.
7. Welcome to ..

8. I hope you’ll have a very nice <*ay in ...

9. May I carry this bag for you?

3. Passage practice
® Listening in
In this part, you will hear a passage. After the passage there will be some questions. Both the

passage and the questions will be read twice. You are to answer the questions by filling in the blanks.
Now let's begin.
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1. He was born
2. He was ; , and a statesman.
3. Franklin thought books
4. His friend worked

5. Because he had to return a book before

® Speaking out
Try to find an article or a book on Benjamin Franklin, and then tell your classmates what you have
read about Benjamin Franklin.

4. Spot dictation

In this part, you will hear a short passage. The passage will be read three times; the first time is for
your comprehension; the second time is for you to fill in each blank with what you hear during the pause;
the third time is for you to check up. Now let's begin.

Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested.

I suppose most are to be tasted; it’s enough to dip into them and read bits

. If you're crime stories, you'll read them quickly;
you'll “swallow” them. And then there are books that and
carefully. If a book is , and a subject you’re interested in, you’ll

want to “chew” and “digest” it. And you’ll want to consider the author’s ideas and arguments.

XXX 2 Vocabulary & Structure

1. Word study
® Word matching

Find the definitions in Column B which match the words in Column A.

A B
1. reason a. to act in a socially acceptable or polite way
2. on purpose b. during the same period of time
3. neighbor ¢. not to take notice of
4. in the meantime d. the cause of an event or situation
5, ignore e. someone who lives near another
6. clear up f. a great pleasure and satisfaction
7. plunge into g. intentionally
8. behave h. to find an answer to
9. communicate i. to bring into the stated condition
10. delight j. to make (opinions, feelings, etc.) known or understood by
others
® Blank filling

Now fill in the following blanks with the proper form of the given words.
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e.g. To satisfy his curiosity , his mother took him to the place. (curious)

1. The Browns are extremely happy to move into a quiet and peaceful with good
shops. (neighbor)

2. John was embarrassed for he could not think of any excuse for his absence at the
meeting. (reason)

3. Nobody wants to make friends with such an man. (ignore) ‘

4. To her great one of her former classmates got the first prize in the speech contest
last month. (astonish)

5. Thanks for your invitation. I'd be to have dinner with you. (delight) . :

6. People are excited about the new way of ___ that computer brings us. (communicate)

7. Don’t worry. We have already made some necessary : for tomorrow’s meeting.
(arrange) |

8. Oh, really? Tell me how you managed to- the naughty boy from going there alone.
Even his mother failed to do that. (courage)

9. We can’t help wondering at his strange at the party. (behave)

10. Every time she saw the moving film, my younger sister would weep for the fate of

the heroine. (fortune)

2. Structure review

A. It takel (someone);;ﬁe- >t:ime to do somethlng
‘Bt in emphadc structure (it Eﬁiﬂﬁ@!*)

o o Ch’uggpggogdlt!pn GREERBARD) - 4 .

® Translation

Translate the following Chinese sentences into English by using one of the three structures given
above.

MBI B RIS EE =

PRAGX BLE B R Y PR 2 % D (] 7

BAT —BRABREEDU.

IERAM 35 FANARAPLRERE T — L HIF.
BRRRERXANT 5F RIREFEH.

RIXXHF L BRI TULTE TR KA
RATREFIER A WEIREVAME Fre
MBRHEANEMIE RRCEFHALRT .
BHBEMEIFRT, FRAREHEA 55 8] .
REFHANZAK, MRSBEX/NHEFE.

3O, QR SNEh TN SR RS

—
g
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® Sentence rewriting
Rewrite the following sentences using the given structures or phrases.

1. We walked and got to the post office in twenty minutes. (Structure A)

2. I'met him for the first time in a small town named Renver. (Structure B, emphasizing place)

3. We came to understand him through reading his books carefully. (Structure B, emphasizing manner)

4. We did go to the farm. But that was Wednesday, not yesterday. (Structure B, emphasizing time)

5. We can’t lose heart, and we’ll surely find a way to overcome the difficulty. (as long as)

6. When you have any difficulty, send us a message. (in case)

7. 1 know that he.is a quite selfish man. (so far as)

8. John’s mother has to buy him a new toy, or he won’t stop crying. (unless)

9. She would have fallen, but I caught her in time. (if)

10. We can let you use the room, but you should keep it clean and tidy. (provided that)

X 'NZ2 Test Yourself

1. Listening comprehension

Section A

In this section, you will hear five short dialogues. After each dialogue there will be a question. Both

the dialogue and the question will be read only once. Choose the best answer from the four given
choices. Now let's begin.

1. A) He is married. C) He has a small house.
B) He is a bachelor. D) He only has one child.
2. A) 10:50 B) 10:40 C) 10:30 D) 10:10
3. A) He was visiting his uncle. C) He moved to another city.
B) He went on a trip. D) He’s been studying.
4, A) At a parking lot, C) In a garage.
B) In a supermarket. D) In a drug store.

5. A) She had not planned to attend the party.



