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The Stars in the SKky

Once upon a time there was a little girl who
wanted to reach the stars in the sky. She saw them
shining on clear nights through the panes of her
window, and she thought how happy she would be
if only she could reach them. She asked her father
and her mother if they could get them for her, and
they only told her not to be silly. So she would fall
asleep thinking how much she would like to have
the stars, all the same.

One day she set off by herself to find them.
First she came to an old mill beside a millpond,
and she said to the millpond, “If you please, have

you seen the stars in the sky?”

“Why, yes, answered the millpond, “they
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often come and play in my water. Jump in and
swim, and perhaps you will find them."

So the little girl jumped into the millpond,
and she swam and she swam and she swam, but
still she could not find them. All she could find
was a little brook, so she asked the brook, “Have
you seen the stars in the sky? I would very much
like to reach them.”

“Why, yes, answered the brook, “they of-
ten come down and play on my banks. Paddle a-
long, and perhaps you will find them."

So she paddled and she paddled and she pad-
dled, till she got tired, but still she could not find

the stars in the sky. Instead, she came to a mead-
ow where the fairies were playing.

“If you please, she asked of the fairies,
“have you seen the stars in the sky? I would very
much like to know where I can find them.”

“Why, yves, said the fairies, “they often
shine in the grass at our feet. Dance with us and

perhaps you will find them.”
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So the little girl danced, and she danced,
and she danced, but still she could not find them.
She was by now very, very tired, so she sat down
and cried.

“I’ve swum, and I’ve paddled, and I’ve danc-
ed,” she said, “and still 1 haven’t found the
stars. If you can’t help me then nobody can.”

“Little girl,” said the fairies, “if you will not
go home to your mother, then go forward.”

“Shall T reach the stars in the sky?  she

asked .

“Perhaps,” said the fairies. “You must ask
four feet to carry two feet to no feet at all, and no
feet at all will carry you to the stair with no steps;
and 1if you climb the stair with no steps, either you
will be near the stars in the sky or you will be
somewhere else.”

So she thanked the fairies, and said 200d-
bye, and set off with fresh courage, trying to re-
member what they had said.

Presently she came to a dark forest, and tied
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to a tree at the edge of it stood a horse.

“If you please, said the little girl to the
horse, “can you help me to find the stars in the
sky?”

“No,  said the horse, “that has nothing to do
with me. My business is to serve the fairies. "

“It was the fairies who told me to ask four feet
to carry two feet to no feet at all, and no feet
should carry me to the stair without steps, and if I
could climb that, I might reach the stars.”

“If that is so, said the horse, “untie the
rope and jump on my back.”

So the little girl did as she was told, and in-
stantly the horse started off through the dark forest.

Before long they had gone right through the forest
and reached a broad road; and the broad road took
them to the sea, and there the horse stopped.
“Get off my back, little girl,” said the
horse, “for I have done what the fairies ordered.”
She jumped down from the horse’s back and

said, “If you please, can you help me to find no
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feet at all?”

. . )
“That is none of my business,

horse. “I have brought you to the edge of the

?

answered the
land, and that is as far as four feet can go.”

So saying, he threw up his head, tumed
round, and galloped off towards the dark forest,
leaving the little girl standing beside the sea.

Just as she was wondering what to do next, a
great and strange fish appeared at her feet and put
its head out of the water.

“If you please,  said the little girl, “can you
help me to find the stars in the sky?”

“No, said the fish, “that is none of my
business. My business is to serve the fairies.”

“Tt was the fairies, " she answered, “who told
me to find no feet, who should take me to the stair
without steps, and if I climbed them I might find

y

the stars.’
“If that is so, said the great and strange
fish, “jump on my back.”

So she jumped on the fish’s back and sat
. 6 .



astride, and this was no easy task, for the fish was
slippery, but she took hold of one of its fins, and
away they went.

They swam across the sea on a wide, shining
track of light, at the end of which was a thing in
the sky; and the thing was of many colours, red
and yellow, blue and green, and it stretched right
across the sky. At last they reached the bottom of
the thing, and the fish said, “Now you must get
off my back, little girl. I have brought you to the
stair with no steps, and there I must leave you, for
[ have done as the fairies ordered.”

So the little girl slid off the fish’s back, and it

turned round, and away it swam and was soon out

of sight.
The little girl stood alone at the bottom of the

thing in the sky, and she was very much afraid be-
cause she was so small and the stair was so steep;

but she was full of wonder because the thing was so

bright and radiant. So she began to climb. She

climbed and she climbed and she climbed, but
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still she did not reach the stars in the sky. And the
higher she got, the brighter grew the light, till she
began to feel giddy. Dizzier and dizzier she grew,
until suddenly she slipped and fell. Down, down,
down she dropped, and might have been falling to
this day, had she not struck the floor in her own
bedroom, and woken up and found that it was

moming.
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