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Abstract

This dissertation aims to make a preliminary study of Chun-qiu
Gu-liang-zhuan , using philological methods if‘l discussing the key
issues in it. 7

Chapter I, “ A Textual Criticism of Gu—lia:Lg 7, mainly discusses
the origin and development of important editions of Chun-qiu Gu-liang-
zhuan which were transcribed, carved or block-printed from Tang to
Yuan Dynasty, and the interrelationship between one and one
another. This includes: the division and nature of Dunhuang scrolls,
as well as the relationship between different scrolls; the origin and
importance of the Kaicheng Stone Classics; the collation details of the
Yu Renzhong’s edition in the Southern Song Dynasty; the main
editions and details about their reprinting and mending of the Ten-line
edition in the Song and Yuan Dynasty. Through collation of all these
texts, I reach the following conclusions. First, P. 2536 is the edition
which unites Duke Zhuang and Duke Min into one scroll, which are
likely to have been parts of an eleven-scroll edition. Second, P. 2590
is close to the edition referred to by Lu Deming in his Jing-dian Shi-
wen. The scroll that BD15345, P.2536 and P. 2486 originally
belongs to is part of another edition; it has not only been influenced
by the edition referred to by Lu, but also influenced by the edition
that Lu used as his source text. Third, the Kaicheng Stone Classics

and the source text used by Lu Deming seems to belong to the same
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series of editions, and closely related to BD 15345, P. 2536 and
P. 2486. Fourth, Gu-yi Cong-shu reprinted from Yu Renzhong’s
edition was basically faithful to its original. Fifth, some pages in the
Ten-line edition, which was printed in the Song Dynasty and mended
in the Yuan Dynasty and which is kept in the National Library, weré
inserted later. And the Ten-line edition which was newly engraved in
the Yuan Dynasty and mended in the Ming Dynasty had many
mistakes, although the emendation in Ming dynasty did make some
corrections.

Chapter I , “ A Verbal Criticism of Gu-liang”

explains some of the existing disputes about these words: Shi-li-yue,

, examines and

Ji-zhou, Hua-wo, Jie-yi, Wang-zhe min-zhi-suo gui-wang, Fen-
zi, Ji-Zheng-bo, Yi-zhen wei-xing, Ran-qie zang-zhi, Gao-qin.
Chapter Il , “ Criticism on the Annotations of Gu-liang” , mainly
discusses : the copying of the Dunhuang scrolls of Chun-qiv Gu-liang
Jing-zhuan Jie-shi, its date of composition and the nature of the book ;
as well as the reason wl';y Fan Ning rejected the argument of Du Yu in
explaining the names of‘ locations in it. My conclusions include : first,
the Dunhuang scrolls of the Chun-qiv Gu-liang Jing-zhuan Jie-shi was
copied in early Tang Dynasty, and the book was probably composed by
someone from the Jin Dynasty who lived after Mi Xin and Du Yu but
before Fan Ning; second, the main reason why Fan Ning rejected the
argument of Du Yu in explaining the names of locations is that Du’s
explanation of words are absent in, or against that in the Gu-liang.
Chapter IV, “ Criticism on the Narratives of Gu-liang ",
discusses the source of the narratives in the Gu-liang, the narrative
documents of the same source, the truthfulness and fictionality in the
Gu-liang narrative and its basic characteristics. I conclude that: first,
when a certain narrative in the Gu-liang is echoed other classics, it
may not have been simply influenced by the Gu-liang, but should be
viewed as originated from the same source; second, the narratives in

the Gu-liang have solid textual basis and are not fictional, though the
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materials have been tailored. The narratives in the Gu-liang are the
combination of facts and rational choice, the nature of which is a
means of interpretation.

Chapter V , * Criticism on the Interpretation of Gu-liang” ,
reveals the quality of zhengming in interpreting and commenting the
Gu-liang. In addition, 1 discuss the method of interpretation in the
Gu-liang through the perspective of rites and rituals, comparing this
method with the early studies of the Chun-qiu and the method of the
Gong-yang. Then 1 discuss the style of the Er-zhuan and the
interpretation of classic. I draw the following conclusions. First,
interpreting and commenting the Gu-liang is a process of zhengming.
Its arguments also have the characteristics of logical reasoning as
demonstrated in the process of zhengming. Secqnd, the Gu-liang and
Gong-yang inherited the method of interpretation through rites and
rituals from the early studies of the Chun-qgiu. Third, the methods of
interpretation used in the Gong-yang are more complicated than those
in the Gu-liang. Fourth, the Gong-yang is less restricted by the use of
examples than the Gu-liang. These make the Gong-yang more flexible
in using examples and render more interpretations. Moreover, the
differences in style of Er-zhuan lead to the different characteristics in

the interpretation of these classics.

Keywords: Chun-qiv Gu-liang-zhuan; Documents; Narratives;

Interpretation of Classics
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