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An album of Paintings by Wang Yufu
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This year is exactly the centenary of Mr. Wang Yufu and the 35th anniversary of his death.

Mr.Wang Yufu is a well-known painter both at home and abroad. He was employed in the Art Department
of Guizhou University in 1958. At that time I also taught there and had a vivid understanding of his art creation
and temper.Therefore We compiled the book to cherish the memory of him.

In September 1929, Mr.Wang Yufu was admitted to the Art College of Beiping University whose dean
is Mr.Lin Fengmian.There he learned from Mr.Wang Mengbai, Mr.Qi Baishi, Mr. Chen Banding, Mr.Ling
Wenyuan, Mr.Xiao Qianzhong, Mr.Wang Yuezhi and Mr.Xu Beihong. In 1932 following Mr.Wang Mengbai and
Mr. Xiong Foxi he transferred to Jinhua Art College in Beiping which was set up chiefly by Mr.Yao Mangfu
and Mr.Qiu Shiming.There he had the opportunity to learn from Mr. Wang Mengbai, Mr. Qi Baishi and Mr.Xu
Beihong once again. He held his solo exhibition when he was still a student. 4 collection of flower-bird paintings
by Wang Liuting (Mr.Wang Yufu styled himself Liuting)was published in 1933, and Mr.Wang Mengbai wrote the
inscription on its cover. After his graduation in 1936, he was offered a post of art teacher by both Yucai Middle
School and normal school in his hometown Zhuoxian.

The solo exhibition and collection of his paintings summarized his academic achievement in craftsmanship.
But otherwise he had shown a special tendency in the artistic thought.

The July 7th Incident broke out in 1937. In August of that year, he and his family went to Xuchang by
Shijiazhuang, Yuci,Tongguan and Zhengzhou.The following year Kaifeng was occupied and Xuchang was in a
critical condition. He and his family had to flee there again and went to Changsha by Wuhan. In 1939 his solo
painting exhibition was held in Changsha.

Soon Japanese army bombed Changsha. After the bombing the whole city became just a heep of rubble.
Mr.Wang Yufu was forced to travel to Quanzhou, Guangxi which is Shitao’s hometown. Because the feet of
enemies had not trodden, he led a stable life with his family for a short time.In the stirring times as a painter
he could only paint to earn a living. A mounting shop owner lighted on his paintings and praised him for the
fantastic combination of Chinese and Western techniques. And his reputation spread throughout Quanzhou.
Thereby he picked up Mr. Qian Wumeng who was a famous artist in painting, calligraphy, seal cutting, poetry
and prose. Mr. Qian Wumeng recommended him for a position in 1941. He took a short rest in the precarious life
of 5 years. His strong creative passion broke out and painted more than 200 works in a short time.

In 1942 he carried these works to Guilin and held a large-scale exhibition there. Then most celebrities of
the country lay there. After the exhibition all his paintings were sold out and he enjoyed greater reputation ever
since.

Japanese army attacked Guangxi in 1944. He began the life of a refugee once again.From that time he
became attached with Guizhou. This year he arrived at Dushan,but the enemy was swiftly coming. He had to
travel to Guiyang by Duyun with his family. This is the hardest one during his wandering experience. Half of

the country was conquered and innumerable families were ruined. His mental anguish was beyond words.At
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that time there was not any vehicle could be taken from Duyun to Guiyang. Fortunately in his boyhood he had
been fascinated by the acrobatic-fighting role of Beijing opera and he was still at the meridian of life.So finally he
managed to walk the length of the mountain road.

After arriving at Guiyang,he was recommended for a position in the attached middle school of Guiyang
Normal College by Ma Jiyun,his college classmate. Later he worked for Guizhou Art Gallery. In April 1945,
Mr.Guan Shanyue had a wedding trip by the way of Guiyang and paid a special visit to him. Mr. Guan Shanyue
sought advice from him and they exchanged ideas with each other adequately.In August of this year,Japan made
an unconditional surrender. His precarious life had finally drawn to an end.From then on he settled in Guiyang.

Mr.Wang Yufu was just 40 years old when the People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949. At that time
he had been a painter of great eminence.In the 1950s he joined Chinese Artists Association. He had occupied the
following positions: CPPCC Guizhou Provincial Committee Member; vice-director of Chinese Opera Department,
Guizhou Provincial Federation of Literary and Art Circles; vice-chairman of Guizhou Artists Association; vice-
chief of Art Section, Culture Education Bureau of Guizhou province; vice-chief of Art Section, Cultural Bureau
of Guizhou province.Since 1956 he served as a professor of flower-bird painting in the following departments of
colleges: Art Department of Guizhou College for Nationalities, Art Department of Guiyang Normal College(the
predecessor of Guizhou Normal University), Art Department of Guizhou University,Fine Arts Department of
Guizhou Art Junior College. He had made an great contribution to Guizhou’s art education.In 1956 Chonggin
Provincial Federation of Literary and Art Circles sponsored a joint Chinese painting exhibition of Wang Yufu, Wu
Yifeng, Yang Jichuan and Zhong Daoquan.There were 44 works on display provided by Mr. Wang Yufu.After the
show most works were published by professional journals all over the country.

Despite the chaos caused by war and his wandering life lasting a lengthy time of 8 years,he had never
given up painting. Bad times finally made a brilliant artist.His painting was based on the instruction of his
teachers and reached maturity in the precarious life because of his diligence. “When Heaven is about to place
a great responsibility on a man, it always tests his resolution first, exhausts his body and makes him suffer
great hardships.” His case was just apposite to that proverb. Shen Jiezhou, a famous painting theorist of Qing
Dynasty,said that any well-known painter was a northerner with the disposition of a southerner, or a southerner
with the disposition of a northerner. Mr. Wang Yufu was born in the north and lived in the south for a long period.
He was bold and unconstrained like a northerner, and on the other hand he was clean and elegant like a southerner.

He studied paintings of the Northern School and was addicted to Lingnan Painting Style at the same time.
His personal experience and mentoring relationship made the northern style and southern style concurrently
melted in his paintings. At last he developed a unique painting style of his own. In the war he had travelled
extensively from north to south. After arrival at Guiyang all of his acquisition and perception over these years
made him show extraordinary talents.

In 1948 he painted his representative work Flying widgeons in a moonlight night. Its background was



derived from the natural beauty of the south which the painter had ever seen. On the picture a full moon looms
through the mist and a flock of widgeons flaps their wings and flays away from the reed marshes.The widgeons
form a circle distribution from the near to the distant.And the last one seems merged into the moon. On the
upper part are cloudy sky and weeping branches which are lightsome and dim like in a dreamland. The withering
lotuses of freehand brushwork and reed leaves are in the close-range view. In the center there is only a space
of void.The composition made the painting rich in poetic flavor beyond expression. The painter’s use of color
and Chinese ink came to a head in the work. He learned non-outlined painting style and sketching from Xu Xi
and Huang Quan in his early life. Then he combined the rich and honored with the bold and unrestrained. In
the later part of his youth he was influenced deeply by Lingnan Painting Style. After the age of 50 he finally
became an epitomizer and stood apart from every other in the painting history.The painting was finished in the
autumn of 1948, in which he had taken his technique and inwardness to extremes. We had worked together for
20 years and I have a good grip of his temper. He was full of artist’s feelings by nature. Whenever he painted
he was always filled with strong affections. He had considerable ability to combine different styles together.He
was good at taking in various style and never got a lop-sided view of one style. Flying widgeons in a moonlight
night is precisely a work like this.As Su Dongpo praised Wang Wei “There is poetry in his paintings”, Mr.Wang
Yufu’s paintings are more pregnant with poetry. The precious work numbered 00001 was a collection of the
country. Later on when the nation’s leader went to former Soviet Union for a visit, a copy of the painting became
a diplomatic gift.

For Mr.Wang Yufu there was an agreement of high level between his life experience and artistic career.
He was born in the north,however the south was destination of his life voyage.He pursued the style of the four
greatest painters in the Yuan Dynasty and also learned from Lingnan Painting School. Despite of the sectarian
views in the art circle,he was never limited to a certain style. Such experience and disposition was imaged
apparently in his paintings, just like Flying widgeons in a moonlight night.

He had been a famous artist all over the world early in the 1950s. However he cared very little for fame and
gain.I had never heard that he said one word to praise himself during the 20 years we had worked together. He
always kept a low profile. His affinity was derived from his personal charm.

Flower-bird painting is inclined to become vulgar since this kind of subject matter is a very profane taste.
Therefore the Kitsch often likes gaudy colours. Mr.Wang Yufu used colors daringly and boldly, and the colors
was still elegant and restrained,which had the charms of Xu Xi and Huang Quan. As Mr.Wang Xuetao said in 4
collection of flower-bird paintings by Wang Liuting (which was published in 1933), “the strokes of the brush are
graceful and the image seems lively.”

From 1958 to 1960 he was enthusiastic and creative. Then he taught at the Art Department of Guizhou
University. In 1959 he painted Peacock and Pear blossoms& Turtledove. In 1960 he painted Mynah and red

autumnal leaves. He produced many excellent paintings including Raining, Pear blossoms&fish, Ducklings in



a lotus pond, By the stream, Golden pheasant, Chinese flowering crab apple&peacock, White wisteria&parrot,
Protecting nestlings and Willow branches& magpie. Before he passed away he finished a large-scale painting
Spring awaked the earth. On a bed of pain he expected that spring returned to the earth.Three years after the
painting was born,the Cultural Revolution was over and spring came.

His paintings were highly skilled as well as deeply affecting.In his youth he learned from masters and later
associated with the distinguished painters all over the country.

Seeing and hearing, drawing the valuable from others,he finally developed a unique style of his own.He was
sentimental and his deep emotion was centered on his paintings. So whatever he painted was filled with lingering
charm. An art giant just like him had been tempered by painstaking effort and inward emotions.

He was beloved by his students because of his personal charm and artistic glamour. Now some well-known
painters such as Yang Changhuai and Lu Feng were once his pupils.His son Wang Xiaozhu followed in his father’s
footsteps and has been a celebrated flower-bird painter.His grandson Wang Zeyihu embraced the gift for painting
and music from his grandfather. Wang Zeyihu studied sketch,color and sculpture systematically when he was a
student of the Communication University of China. His paintings got many awards in teenagers’art exhibitions at
home and abroad. He took the exam of Chinese landscape painting sponsored by China Fine Arts Academy and
got the best band 9. Now he has been the member of Guizhou Young Artists Association and can play the piano
quite beautifully. I would say that all these are benefits spread by Mr.Wang Yufu to his descendants.

After his death, People has going through wide corridors. Cultural and art undertakings made a greater

development. He is much more famous than before. It is a pity, but also a relief.

Jiang Chenggqin
Guizhou Universiy in Huaxi

Spring in 2011
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