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Zhang Lianggao was born on May 16, 1923 in Hanyang district of Wuhan, Hubei Province. In 1947 he
graduated from the Architecture Department of National Central University with Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering.
After that, he worked in the Architecture Firm set up by Mr. Fan Wenzhao in Shanghai, and in the Public Works
Bureau of Shanghai; later for a period of time he also taught in his hometown, After 1949, he worked in the
Architecture Design institute of Wuhan. In 1982, he became the professor in the newly established Architecture
Department of Huazhong College of Engineering (nowadays Huazhong University of Science and Technology).
The National Natural Science Foundation of China has twice provided funds for him to study, protect and utilize
the Architecture of Tujia Minority in west Hubei, as well as to conduct a comprehensive study of Chinese Pile
Buildings. In his books Houses of Tujia Minority in Wuling Mountain Area, Old Houses—Stilted Buildings of Tujia
Minority, 7 Doctrines of Architecture, A Different View of Ba History, he artistically interpreted the architecture
and culture of Tujia Minority, and pointed out that the Ba culture of Tujia Minority has played a decisive role in
shaping Chinese Culture, which has aroused numerous echoes at home and abroad. Collaborated with Li Yuxiang,
He published the book Old Houses—Stilted Buildings of Tujia Minority. Besides, he was also the chief editor of
Chinese Ethnic Architecture: Hubei Province, and the editor of The Complete Works of Chinese Architectural Art,
No. 23-Residences IV: Minorities in South China.
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