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_Education

PartI Reading for Information

» Pre-Reading Questions

1. What do you wish someone had told you at your high school graduation ceremony?

2. Do mandatory reading lists, especially those followed by a test, really

promote reading?

3. How do you understand the writer’s paradoxical remark "Now that you're

leaving school, you can finally go about getting an education.” (Para. 4)?

brace oneself for ( 7 [ ]
S ARREEY) RE
& BB AT &
excruciating /ik'skru: [rertin/
adj. MEZZH: RFEER
rite /rart/ n. {5,
commencement
/ka'mensmant/ n. 52l #]
= SHHRE
spout /spaut/ v. {E {5 A4 i

strut /strat/ v. fif

banality /ba'nality/ n. il
1

confines /kan'famz/ n. 76

academia /zka'di:mja/ n. ¥
R FARER

alumni /2'lamnay/ n. ( pl. of

alumnus) (5) & &

2 Student’s Book

The Graduation Advice I Never

Got ... but Wish I Had
By Tucker Carlson

I Across the country, college seniors are bracing themselves
for the most excruciating rite of spring: the commencement
address. We all know the routine. Someone with a famous
name will strut onstage and spout banalities. “The world
awaits ... you’re a special generation ... go save the planet ...”
Blah, blah, blah.

2 What a wasted opportunity. If only those commencement
speakers would say a few things that are practical and useful.
Maybe something like this:

Greetings, graduates. And congratulations. Today you
will emerge from the nurturing confines of academia to face
the real world. You will think of your school every month
for many years to come as you take call after call asking you

to contribute to the alumni fund — even as you are writing



