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ABSTRACT

Chinese poetry is the component and carrier of ethnic culture.
There is a long history of poetry education in China. However, nowa-
days, poetry education has little effect in students’ development. On
one side, many students dislike poetry. They recompose poems in
bad taste. On the other side, the spirit of poetry disappeared in poet-
ry education. Therefore, the dissertation is trying to find out the rea-
sons and solutions to such problem by analyzing poetry education
texts.

Only limited knowledge can be selected as educational con-
tents. The compilation of educational contents is a kind of human ac-
tivity. As a result, selecting and interpretating poetry are processes
of value-select and value-endue. Poetry education texts are closely
related to social control. Firstly, compiling poetry education texts,
which includes selecting the themes, deciding the amounts, and in-
terpretating the meanings of poetry, is controlled by the dominate
strata of the society. Secondly, by using the poetry education texts as
educational material, education plays a role of social control. The
added value can be passed down to students by education. The for-
mation of group remembrance and imagination represents the effects
of social control. Therefore, the social control function of poetry edu-

cation is symbolic power, which is realized on the “collusion” and
y
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“identification” of students.

The social control function of poetry education contributes to the
inheritance of ethnic culture and spirit. Besides, it contributes to the
maintainace of social ideology, as well as the social stability. Howev-
er, intensive social control brings negative effects. Poetry is turned to
dogma, education becomes discipline. As a result, poetic character-
istics disappear, the nature of education disappear. To solve the
problem, the social control function of poetry education should be
limited to a reasonable degree.

Only by revising the poetry education texts can the poetic char-
acteristics be retrieved. Firstly, more poetry should be selected as
educational material. The social control function of poetry texts
should be unloaded. Secondly, the priority of interpretation should
be placed on the literariness of poetry. The individual and free inter-
pretation ability of students should be developed. The aim of the re-
form is to pursuit poetic characteristics of education, to retrieve the

nature of education—cultivate human being.
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