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Learners of a language as a second or foreign language usually find it much more
difficult to become competent in the spoken language than they do in the written
version. This is partly because, in the early stages of learning a language at least, it is
much easier to get help with learning to write than with learning to speak. Yet the
ultimate goal of learning a foreign language is to become so fluent in it that the learners
can readily engage in social communication.

This series of two books is intended to help adult learners of English to achieve this
goal by acting as a guide to the functional language that learners need to master in
order to cope with everyday social situations. Each book presents a series of 16 units
that deal with a wide range of such common situations, including how to greet
someone, how to say goodbye to someone, how to introduce someone to someone
else, how to apologize, how to thank someone, how to offer advice, how to make a
telephone call, how to make a comment on the weather, etc. It can be used for short
courses on social English.

Each unit begins with the phrases that are commonly associated with a particular
social situation and learners should make sure that they can use these phrases
accurately. In order to help them do this several examples have been given for each
expression to show them in use. The expressions are mainly arranged in order of
frequency of use, although related expressions have been treated together. Also
included are some Language Help notes which provide additional information.

The second section of each unit provides two short reading passages. The purpose
of these is to remind the learners of some of the important expressions and to show
how these are used in conversation.

The third section provides a contextual exercise to test learners’ comprehension of
the expressions which they have learned.

At the end of the book there are two tests and an Answer key.
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WARNINGS

[ wouldn’t ... if T were you

You give someone a warning, or warn them, about something to point out the likely
consequences of what they might do. For example, you might point out that what they
might do is dangerous, risky, harmful ,etc.

@am the vocabulary
INDIRECT INFORMAL WARNINGS

There are some phrases which you use in an informal context to suggest to someone
that they should not do something for some reason. Usually you also state this reason.

1 [ wouldn't ... if | were you

You can use the expression I wouldn't ... if I were you in an informal context
when you are warning someone against doing something:

* ‘I wouldn't buy a car from that garage if | were you, Jim. Bob bought one which
stopped going as soon as he got it home.’
‘ Thanks for telling me, Mike. I’ l go somewhere else then.’

* ‘I wouldn’t lend Jim money if | were you. |lenthhim some two years ago and he still
hasn’ t paid it back.’
‘Is that so? Then I’ m certainly not going to lend him any.’

I wouldn’t ... if I were you §
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e ‘I wouldn'’t rent a flat in that area if | were you. It’s not safe there after dark.’
‘1 didn’t know that. | certainly won't buy a flat there.’
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2 ldon’'t think you should ...
You can also use the expression I don’t think you should ... in an informal context
when you are warning someone against doing something:

* ‘ldon't think you should buy a second-hand washing machine from that shop.
You won’t get a guarantee with it and it might break down soon.’

* ‘I don't think you should spend such a lot of money on a dress for Jane's

wedding. You can get just as nice a one cheaper and you'’ ll have money left to buy
shoes and a bag.’
‘You’'re probably right, but I'm going to buy it anyway. It’ s gorgeous.’

* ‘Idon’'t think you should go fo that nightclub. It has a reputation for supplying
drugs.’
‘I didn’t know that! |'m not going to go near it.’

DIRECT INFORMAL WARNINGS

Some warnings which can be used in informal contexts are made in a more direct
way:

3 don't...
*  ‘Don’t touch those plates. They' re very hot’
*  “‘Don’t go near that walll The paint’s still wet.’

* ‘Don’t come in here! The floor’s wet and you might slip.’

Say It Right!
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4 you musin’t...

The expression you mustn’t ... is a more forceful way of saying don’t ...!:

e You mustn’t go near the old quarry. It' s not safe.

*  You mustn’t drink this medicine. It’ s poisonous.

5 if you do ..., you will {or you might) ...
The expression if you do ..., you will ... or If you do ..., you might is a less direct

way of saying don’t ...! :
If you wash that dress in the washing machine, you might shrink it.

e |f you give your dog too many treats, you’ If make him too fat.

6 1| warn you!
You use the expression I warn you as a way of emphasizing how serious the
consequences of someone’s action might be:

e [ warn you. You’ll regret it if you give up your university course.

* [ warn you. Mike's not to be trusted. Don’t get involved with him.

I warn you. You' ll be expelled if you’ re found playing truant again.

7 be careful!
You use the expression be careful! to tell someone that they should act in a careful
way and not do anything that is dangerous or likely to hurt or harm them in some

way:

[ wouldn’t ... if I were you



* Be carefull The garden path’s very muddy and you might slip.
* Be careful! You’re walking very near the edge of the cliff.

» Be careful! Those knives are very sharp.

( Help) g A
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8 watch out!

You use the expression watch out! as a warning to someone to act carefully or to
get out of the way in case they hurt or harm themselves in some way, especially
when something might be about to happen:

e Waich out! There’'s a car coming.
* Watch out! That ladder’s falling!
e Waich out! The guard dog has spotted you!

anguag LIILs Sk
Help ' 5
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9 mind ...!

You use the expression mind ...! to warn someone of something that might harm
them or cause them injury. Such expressions are sometimes used in public
announcements or on public notices:

e Mind the step!/
*  mind the gap!

e Mind the closing doors!

Say It Right!



® Mind the low ceiling!

PUBLIC WARNINGS

Public signs sometimes carry warnings when there may be some kind of danger or
risk of injury present:

* Danger! Poison.

* Danger! Highly fammable.

* Beware of the dog!

* Caution. Keep out of the reach of children.

e  Caution. Store in a cool place.

[ wouldn’t ... if I were you 9
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Read the following passage. Notice how the expressions in bold are used.

Sue:
Sally:
Sue:
Meg:
Sue:
Meg:
Sue:
Meg:

Sue:

Sally:

Sue:

Meg:

Kitchen dangers

Careful, Sally! Those plates are very hot. |'ve just taken them out of the oven.
Thanks, Sue.

Be careful, Meg! Those plates are very hot.

Too late, Sue! |’ve burnt myself.

Sorry, Meg.

It wasn’t your fault, Sue. | should have been more careful.

Mind that step, Sally. People keep tripping over it. A kitchen’s a dangerous place!
Watch out, Sue! Someone’s let the dog in and he's trying to reach that dish of meat.

Could someone get that dog out of here! It’s most unhygienic! We should really
have a sign saying Beware of the dog!

It’s Amy’s dog and it’s Amy’s kitchen. She tries to keep him out, but he’s determined to
getin.
Let’s get on with this meal. Could you stir that sauce, Meg? You mustn’'t let it burn.

There. Amy’s surprise dinner is ready now.

10  Say It Right!



