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«On Safeguarding World Folk Arts and Crafts)

During the process of getting along with nature, humans created
brilliant and enduring folk arts and crafts. As the quintessence of
human intelligence, folk craft have lasted for thousands of years,
flourishing from generation to generation. Created by people to
help people; its developing history echoing the history of

civilization.

With globalization and with economic development in the world,
more and more traditional folk crafts and skills have been
displaced by modern industry. Especially in the post-industrial age
with large-scale industry dominating social production, large
numbers of arts and crafts are disappearing leading to great loss.
This loss of traditional craftsmanship is an irreparable loss to the

common wealth of all mankind.

Civilization as we know it today derives from the joint creation of
human thought and human hands. Craftsmanship is one of the
inexhaustible sources of human intelligence. Safeguarding
craftsmanship is to safeguard our intelligence. The survival and
continuing development of traditional folk arts and crafts, the
embodiment of human intelligence, is the urgent issue we need to

tackle.

In order to protect the diversity of world culture and civilization,
we appeal for a clear awareness of the difficulties that
craftsmanship is experiencing in this era of industrialization. We
need to take strong measures to protect folk arts and crafts, the

foundation of civilization, with which we survive and develop.

Today, crafts artists, researchers and guardians from around the

world, have gathered together in the beautiful Yunnan-Guizhou

Plateau, in this Expo to sponsor the Guizhou Manifesto on
Safeguarding World Folk Arts and Crafts.

We would make our appeal and plea to all national and territorial
governments, institutions of folk arts and crafts, social
organizations and individuals: Please pay close attention to the
current situation on the existence of craftsmanship and actively
participate in its protection, research and transmission of folk arts
and crafts. Let us all take the responsibility for the protection of

human craftsmanship.

We urge all the national and territorial governments and social
organizations to provide enough resources for the transmission
and promotion of craftsmanship, to create conditions for
craftspeople to enjoy their life and career with dignity, to inculcate
in our children the understanding, respect and love for traditional
craftsmanship and recognize its greatness and its irreplaceable
position in the new phase of human development. We protect

civilization so that we protect the future of humanity.

We wish for a great unity of all the craftspeople in the world,
exchanging skills, sharing experience and resources, promoting
their careers. Let’s move forward hand in hand to protect the

intelligence of our human ancestors.

Please support our advocacy to undertake this manifesto.

November 18, 2013

In Guizhou

Advocator: Emma Chen Hoefler
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