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Our Culture
Experience determines each of our interventions.

TERRITOIRES' projects are the result of a constant
search for surprise and astonishment, designed
with a caring consideration for the users of these
spaces. This experiment with the unexpected falls
within the agency's daily activities, as a laboratory
analysing the land's contrasting scales, eager
to search further afield to find its own answers.
Understanding the complexity of a project is also
a way of legitimising every detail, to make every
aspect of the project reality-proof, and to find its
place within the world.

TERRITOIRES claims a strong attachment to Culture:
shaping landscapes and reflecting its population's
intelligence and inventiveness. This attitude is
reflected in a clear, simple yet precise aesthetic,
where each design gesture captures the horizon,
emphasizes contours, reveals the light, and unveils
a story. As such, form is not the objective in our
approach, but rather a fool to franslate the site's
requirements. This formal, measured and trustworthy
approach, enables coherence and allows the land
to express its peculiarity, revealing what is "already
there" without attempting to impose. This inner
conviction generates considerate projects, willing
to produce a dialogue between places and their
inhabitants.

"In Practice" is a collection of experiences focusing
on TERRITOIRES' projects over the last twenty years.
It offers a close analysis of the agency's large scope
of research, reflection, responses and personality.
Although it is normally reluctant to define its projects
within categories, TERRITOIRES has presented its work
under four possible headings: Gardens, History, Towns,
and Nature,
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A garden is an experience of the living world, of
the complex relationships between animals, plants,
and the environment they live in.

This biological swarming is disciplined and organised
to cleverly blend in with the surrounding world.
TERRITOIRES' gardens play with the territory without
leading it into abstraction. These projects create
density, surprise, and provide a simple perspective
of the world.
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The Clairefontaine Estate near Paris is a mythical
place that witnessed the evolution of French football.
The complex, which is equipped for amateurs and
professionals alike, is entirely dedicated to the
Beautiful Game. During Euro 2016, which will be
hosted by France, all eyes will be on the national
training centre, best known as the "home" of the
France national football team.

In little more than a century, the site has evolved with
mixed styles. The landscape design project, which
is parallel with the construction of a new training
and conference centre, highlights the fundamental
qualities of the site and resurrects its identity as an
estate. The landscape restores and preserves the
concept and many uses of a campus with an athletic
identity.

The estate, built around a majestic oak forest, offers
stunning views of the hillsides. It infuses the whole site
with a prestigious and quiet atmosphere which is
conducive to concentration, necessary to the high-
level activity that inhabits it. The presence of football
players ftilts the balance within the atmosphere of
the park, highlighting the exceptional nature of this
Mecca of sporting heritage.



