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Rural China Instructions for Authors

Scope

Rural China (RCHS ) provides a forum for high-quality scholarly research on
rural China and its 900 million peasants (by registration). It aims to help stimulate
advances in both empirical and theoretical research, and welcomes submissions of
articles based on original research, or new understandings of old research. It aims to
promote internationalization of rural China studies and welcomes articles in either
English or Chinese. There will be both an international edition of the journal, to be
published by E. J. Brill, to appear in April and October every year, and a mainland
China edition, to be published by Fujian education press. The two editions will be
essentially the same in content and include both articles in Chinese and articles in
English.

Ethical and Legal Conditions

Submission of an article for publication in any of Brill’ s journals implies the
following:

1. All authors are in agreement about the content of the manuscript and its
submission to the journal.

2. The contents of the manuscript have been tacitly or explicitly approved by the
responsible authorities where the research was carried out.

3. The manuscript has not been published previously , in part or in whole,
except as an abstract, part of a published lecture or academic thesis.

4. The manuscript has not and will not be submitted to any other journal while
still under consideration for this journal.

5. If the submission includes figures, tables, or large sections of text that have
been published previously, the author must obtain written permission from the original
copyright owner (s) to reproduce these items in the current manuscript in both the

online and print publications of the journal. All copyrighted material must be properly



credited in the manuscript. For more information on the reuse of figures, please go to

brill.com/downloads/Rights-in-Images.pdf.

Submission

Manuscripts should be submitted by e-mail to: ruralchinastudies@gmail.com.

Double-blinded Peer Review

Rural China uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manu-
script author (s) do not know who the reviewers are, and reviewers do not know the
names of the author(s). Authors should submit a separate title page, which includes the
full title of the manuscript plus the names and complete contact details of all authors.
This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures,
tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions,

etc. The names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymized.

Submission Requirements
General

Manuscripts should be double-spaced with one-inch margins on all sides.

Types of Contributions
The journal will publish mainly research articles. New and fresh reconsiderations

of old research are also welcome.

Language

Articles are published in English or Chinese. Unusually important and excellent
articles may be published in both languages. Spelling in the language used should be
consistent throughout. Final versions must be proofread carefully before submission;

please use your spelling and grammar checker.

Male-Oriented Language
Do not refer to sexually mixed groups of people by using male-oriented words

( “men” “man” “brothers” ) and do not personify such groups as male ( “the

Chinese revolutionary and his outlook” ).



China

The journal will refer to China as “China” or the “People’s Republic of China”.
Expressions such as “Red China” or “Communist China” will be avoided. Do not
use vague terms such as “the Reds” “the Communists” or “the Chinese” when a
more specific expression (the Chinese people, the Party, the government, the Central
Committee, the China Travel Service) is in order. The term “Communists” should

be applied only to Party members.

Length
Rural China will normally publish articles in the range of 20 to 40 pages, but
longer articles will also be given serious consideration. Short commentaries may be

included as parts of special issues or when appropriate.

Transliteration

Chinese

Use the pinyin system in transliterating Chinese terms and names. Wherever
necessary, the old spelling may be put in parentheses on the first occurrence. In-text,
authors may elect to use characters instead where preferable and appropriate. For titles
in the References, characters followed by the English translation within parentheses
is preferred to pinyin rendering of the title followed by the English translation. If
characters are used for titles in the References, please also provide the characters for
the author’ s name after the name in pinyin. Do not hyphenate given names (Zhou
Enlai) ; hyphenate other words and terms only when necessary for clarity. Exceptions
to the pinyin rule, for the sake of clarity, will be considered at the author’s request.
A reliable source for the pinyin system is the Xinhua zidian (Beijing: Shangwu
yinshuguan, rev. ed., 1971) .

Japanese

Follow the system of Kenkyusha’s New Japanese-English Dictionary (Tokyo:
Kenkyiisha, 1954), but omit macrons over long vowels in well-known place names
(e. g., Tokyo).



Korean
Follow the McCune- Reischauer system described in “The Romanization of the
Korean Language”, Transactions of the Korean Branch, Royal Asiatic Society 29

(1939): 1~55, but substitute an umlaut for the breve.

Manuscript Structure

Abstracts and Keywords

Please include an abstract of about 200 words and 4~5 keywords. Bilingual scholars
should provide their own abstract in Chinese (about 300 words) in the final stages of

preparation for print.

Headings
The text should be broken by headings to facilitate reading. Please use boldface

for first-level heads.

In-Text Citations

Specify all English-language references in the text (and in the text of any notes)
by the last name of author and year of publication, with pagination as appropriate.
Do not use ibid., op. cit., loc. cit., supra, infra, orcf., instead show subsequent
citation of the same source in the same way as the first citation. For titles in English,
provide full names in the citation only when the reference list includes more than one
author with the same surname. For titles in Chinese and other East Asian languages,
provide the author’ s full name. List complete information for every reference at the
end of the article only, under “References”. Upon first mention of another scholar’s

name in the text, provide his or her first and last name, not just the last name.

Examples :

As a result, “the elite strengthened their control of the militia and therefore of the local
areas” (Wei, 1985: 160). Please note the colon after the date.

Indeed, inthe absence of any immediate need, many counties simply disbanded their militia

at this time (Hunan zhengbao, December 20, 1912; Fuand Liu, 1933: 13~14, 17~18).



Italics

Use italics sparingly. Italicize foreign terms only at the first occurrence in the article.

Footnotes

Use notes for discursive comments, not for documentation. Superscripts (1)
for notes should be inserted in the text. All notes should be numbered consecutively
and placed at the bottom of each page. Notes should be in the same 12 point font of
the text and should be double-spaced. Please try to keep the number and length of foot-

notes to a minimum.

References

List all references alphabetically by author and (for works by the same author)
chronologically by year of publication. In references, observe these standards:

1. List authors by their complete name. Use a comma after the surname of an
author with an East Asian name only if the author’s work cited was written in a Western
language and the author used Western name order.

2. When listing works by an author under both an English name and his/her
Chinese name, be sure to cross-reference the names so that the reader is aware that it
is the same person.

3. Do not use et al.; list the names of all collaborators.

4. Periodical data should be complete (volume, issue, month, pages, series) .

5. Do not use italics or boldface.

6. In the transliteration of titles of works in East Asian languages, capitalize only
the first word and proper names (e. g., Mao Zedong xuanji) .

7. Give English translation in parentheses following titles of East Asian books
and articles.

8. Provide English translations also of organizations or institutions that serve as

authors, compilers, or editors.

Examples :
CHENG MAOXING (1936) Xianxing baojia zhidu (The current baojia system). Shang-
hai: Zhonghua shuju.



CH’' U, T’ UNG-TSU (1962) Local Government in China under the Ch’ ing.Cam-
bridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press.

DUARA, PRASENIJIT (1990) “Elites and the structures of authority in the villages of
North China, 1900~1949.” Pp.xx~xxx in Joseph W. Esherick and Mary B.Rankin (eds.) ,
Chinese Local Elites and Patterns of Dominance. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press.

Huailu xian zhi (Gazetteer of Huailu county) (1985\[1876\]). Huailu: Huailu xian

zhengfu.
MORITA AKIRA (1976) “Shindai no gito sei to sono haikei” (The yitu system and its
background in the Qing dynasty). Shakai keizai shigaku 42, 2: 1~23.

Illustrations

Figures should be submitted as separate source files in . eps, . tif, or. jpg format,
in a size suitable for the typesetting area of the journal, which is 118180 mm. The
resolution of these files should be at least 300 dpi for half-tone figures, and 600 dpi
for line drawings. Number the files, and indicate in the manuscript where they are to
appear (Fig.l here) .

The text in a figure must be legible, and font size should not be smaller than 7 pt.
The size of this lettering for any text in a figure should be the same for all figures in
the manuscript.

Figure captions should not be attached to the figures but should be typed on separate

pages and attached to the end of the manuscript.

Publication

Proofs

Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to the author by e-mail
to check carefully for factual and typographic errors. In the event of a multi-authored
contribution, proofs are sent to the first-named author unless otherwise requested.
Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged to make use
of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs. At
this stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to
the original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication
and, therefore, are notaccepted unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned

promptly.



E-offprints

A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to the
author of articles or review for personal use. Brill is a RoOMEO green publisher. Authors
are allowed to post the PDF post-print version of their articles on their own personal
websites free of charge. This means they can show the article exactly as it appears in
print.The institution employing the author is allowed to post the post-refereed, but
pre-print version of articles free of charge on its repository. The post-refereed, pre-print

version means the final accepted version of the manuscript before typesetting.

Consent to Publish

Transfer of Copyright

By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is
transferred to the publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that
purpose the author needs to sign the Consent to Publish, which will be sent with the

first proofs of the manuscript.

Open Access

In case the author wishes to publish the article in Open Access, he/she can
choose the Brill Open option, which allows for a non-exclusive Open Access publica-
tion in exchange for an Article Publishing Fee, and sign a special Brill Open Consent
to Publish.

More information on Brill” s policy on Open Access can be found on brill.com/
open-access-policy.

The Brill Open Consent to Publish can be downloaded from brill.com/downloads/
BrillOpen-Consent-to-Publish.pdf.



(hEZ FE) FEER—%

ERBEEHF

FEE/NEFREAMPEBZ: SRS (AF8)

LREN =RERFEWR T —FRS M B (£3%4)

HATHE S KB RENE S HEUT (xl4)

“HEE" BEEERE—RRAT RPN CRET 5 W M (A
BEZRR, HMBERE—IMHIFILEIARRR R 6" 75 “f7 & (RER)
MUK B T MEJLS BT (A&, ReK)
RNEERAH S S AMAEFNER—ILTRAENEE (WT%)

PHEARTE 7 T AR R A RAE—HE b A (FAas)

TR LA T AR IS ER S B——UAR TR SE S A0 (2 &4%)

i 4R EVRA IPREAERL . S ERSE 51732 H—T4Em P B —RIFBIFARMH

HHr (RER)

W A P R AR RREE U . — e 9 5 R B 5 B S AR (R R B B Y I 1) 3 4
()

PE/INRE BT ZEIE—ET/RREER NS (RFH)

FLEER

“HUEHEMS" 5 CREEE WE—K TR EERIN LR RAKBOE—K
HEE (FikF. HHK)

o [ ) E e R —— LA P B AR E s B (R9AX2)

—GHEE A7 — X F AL HAMNH BRI RN (#E08)

1994 A8 Tl IO LA B o AR WA B A O B I (1 %)

SREER “BIE”. —MELS WRHSEEET (R84, Rek)

HEERN S L 2R EF—EE BEAREATRE (FEXR)

RUA, AMENE—MNEREF¥AERIMILRR TSRS M%E (REK)
BEBNF, FEERANE— P EKMHEEEZMX A R RALHIER (F%%K)
“IRh R M LIk Rk BCETFRUE P EAET RN BB L SR H 3%
PIMXR RER)




Bk : —EARMABURIE A B HRE (RER)

F/EER

PEEEERLER (XFF)

TR R B — e fe— sk bR RS EHA? (RFHF)

EPILH/NRETE: — MR ETTE (B R)

AR AR SR i ——— TR TP S R SGIERT R (R K)

AL AT LALER ¥ L% By ST w7 RE R 5 SR BWm ()

AT )1 8 B R F VR BI04 S W EE——LAEARI I (REFRR) e
(R ARA)

“BHER” MER: RMHRIET =gk A SGR BRI LA (3R%)

Vet dr AIREEA BN “5” —iBRRA N (AREEF) THBUABGTH (X F4)

TS R RATT— B A AR AT B B BT (A Kk)

U P TR SR (F%F)

MILSFHLER IR IS0 RRZ &P KAt SHE (B FH. £2%)

FABBEFR

B G BT AU ) P —— H R RSN SRR (SR dt)

M8, 7. PEBRNRENFRR—URRRN TR (£3%4)

RESWR: HFRELRIMIFFE TREETAELSORA (AL)

Bk — IR A RIGEE—k A B SIS (AKR)

MR E—WFE TS, ASHUZEEY “HEEE" (XEX)

HEHERER ST EFZHFAR—MNBERNERUIA (Fa%)

INRA B A R AR —— LU R T B S A R (B R)

AAER" —EREFRLFMCENES (SRE. S&F)

EX - AU - BRIERSEE——20 22 RTHIEIL £ MU M 2502 KA 2
B (RS

8 WA TP — LI RE i B P R RETSE A0 Gl £2K)

EViRr P A I R — R TH RS FNITE (Bhi, Bh)




