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In order to meet the challenges
brought about by the opening-up
policy and rapid economic growth
since 1978, China’s planning practi-
tioners (including academics and plan-
ners) have been learning the relevant
theories and methods of the Western
countries, and trying to innovatively
apply them in the researches and prac-
tices of China. Undoubtedly, the
urban planning discipline has contrib-
uted a lot to China’s economic miracle
in the last 30 years, and has played
active and important roles. Though
originally derived from architectural
and engineering sciences, urban plan-
ning in the Western countries has long
become a social science. Similarly, in
China the discipline is now shifting to
a more social science-based one for
better urban design, property man-
agement, land use policy-making,

and landscape ecology restoration.

This transformation is the result of the
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socio-economic growth, because at dif-
ferent stages of development, urban
planning faces different problems and
has different focal points. Urban Design
and Planning (UDP) has been publish
two special issues to exhibit the
China’s urban planning in transition,
mainly to show the restructuring and
development process of the field and
the problem-solving focuses and plan-
ning-making methods in the last 30
years. This issue will focus on some
new progresses of China’s urban plan-
ning from the perspective of the De-
partment of Urban  Planning,
Tsinghua University. We hope they
will serve as a bridge for more in-
depth academic exchanges between
China and the rest of the world.

Over the past 30 years, China’s
urban planning practitioners have ex-
erted themselves to learn the theories
and methods of urban and rural plan-
ning under the market economy from
the Western countries. Meanwhile,
they have made utmost efforts to
meet the demand of making “problem-
oriented planning” and “ goal-oriented
developmental planning” under China’s
reform and opening-up policy. China has

grown out of the former Soviet urban
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planning model and established its own
model for the emerging socialist market
economy. However, its sustained and
stable economic growth has directly
enhanced the diversification of urbani-
zation and produced new strategic fo-
cuses, bringing about the change of
the spatial pattern in the country. For
a long period of time, China has adopted
a policy of “giving priority to efficiency
with due consideration to fairness, and
promoting social stability and coordi-
nation. ” However, the pursuit of
GDP growth has brought about some
serious issues such as urban sprawl,
environmental degradation, slow im-
provement of living quality, and re-
gional disparity. Urban development
in China has been mostly dependent
on informal institutional arrangements
like land finance. The uncontrolled
development, local governments using
public transportation as a tool for land
revenue, the real estate industry spec-
ulating under the name of market econo-
my, etc. have become major problems.
Furthermore, farmers are flocking into
the cities blindly without much attention
being paid to their education, job
training, health care, pension, affordable

housing, and other public services.
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Indeed, over the past 30 years, the
integration and innovation of China’s ur-
ban and rural planning in the process of
learning Western experiences are based
on a special centralized system of so-
cialist market economy, namely, na-
tional and city governments use their
power to govern urban land develop-
ment and to make profits for national
and local governments and ideally for
all people. Now a more critical event
is occurring, i. e. , Chinese cities have
to rely on the local property tax and
second-hand estate market. To ac-
commodate the rapid transformation,
China’s urban and rural planning has to
establish a new paradigm, including
mixed design, socio-economic analysis,
and scientific analysis model, practical
urban theories, etc. China’s urban and
rural planning also needs to further ac-
cumulate relevant knowledge and skills,
such as housing planning and marketing
policy, infrastructure planning and fi-
nance, environmental planning and
urban design, green transportation
planning, and municipal finance and
urban economics. A key to the future
development of China’s urban and
rural planning relies on its further

integration with architecture, social
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sciences, resource sustainability, trans-
portation, and other engineering tech-
nologies.

How can the discipline of urban
and rural planning better serve
China’s economic development and so-
cial transformation? Firstly, it is of
great importance to strengthen the en-
vironmental management and the a-
daptive planning in response to
climate change. Secondly, it is neces-
sary to integrate the traditional urban
planning and design principles with
socio-economic analysis, so as to meet
the needs of rapid urbanization in the
aspects of physical space, infrastruc-
ture, and social facilities. Thirdly, it
is advisable to add new programs for
the changing quantity and quality of
China’s fast urbanization, including
real estate market and housing policies
(especially with regard to affordable
housing ), urban public finance and
budget, multivariate statistical analy-
sis, etc. Fourthly, based on the prin-
ciple of resource sustainability, there
is the need to scientifically determine eco-
logical spaces and urban growth bounda-
ry, economically and intensively use of

land, water, energy and other re-

sources, in order to build green, low-
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carbon, and sustainable cities.

Hope this special issue will provide
readers with a better understanding of
the process of transformation, existing
problems, and future prospects of the

urban and rural planning in China.
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Three Issues Concerning Planning
Transformation in the Context of
New Urbanization

LI Xun

(Geography and Planning School, Sun Yat-sen
University, Xingang West Road No. 135,
Haizhu District, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract China’s urbanization is facing va-
rious influencing factors after three decades
of rapid urbanization since the reform and
opening up. This paper analyzes the changes
of Chinese cities concerning macroeconomic
regulation and control, population growth
rate, and management mode. Based on the
analysis, the paper predicts: the urban de-
velopment driven by currency-based land ex-
pansion will be influenced by government
debt in the future; cities will lose the chance
of large-scale population migration; and
there will be no more administrative division
adjustments aiming at merging. Therefore,
the former expansive urban planning will
transform to the endogenous growth with
limited land; the prediction on urban popu-
lation growth will transform to prediction on
job opportunities; and urban integration will
become the mainstream of city cluster coor-
dination and planning, so as to meet re-
quirements of the human-oriented intensive
land use and city-industry coordinated devel-
opment in the context of new urbanization.

Keywords planning transformation; en-
dogenous growth; population  size;
urban integration
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