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The Straw,the Bean and the Coal
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O nce upon a time, there lived a poor old
lady. She lived in a tiny cottage high up in
- the mountains a!! by hersell. One night, she decided
to make a bean soup for supper. She gathered up all
' the firewood she could find and put it in the fireplace,
"1 will need something for kindling," she thought to
herself. After looking around for several minutes, she
spotled a stack of straw in the corner of the room. She
walked across the room and picked up « handiul of
- straw and returned to the fireplace. On her way back,
the old lady dropped one straw on the ground, but she
. did not notice. She walked to the cupboard and found a
can of beans and opened it. While she was pouring the
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1. tiny [ ‘tami]a. /M, S/NAY

cottage [ ‘katidz] n. /NE, F&

all by oneself #g— A

bean soup n. §F%

bean [ bin] n. EF (MM F, 4N green bean %} 17)
pea [pi] n. TF (BRWMEF, MBIE)

soup [sup] n. % (AAIE#iA])

a bowl of soup —Wii%

5. firewood [ far,wud] n. A% (AA]E4 i)

6. fireplace [ ‘famrples] n. BEJ, k4P

7. kindle [‘kmdl] v. & vi. gk, HX
8
9

o

. spot [spat] vt. JCEEE] % B
. stack [stak] n. HE
10. straw [stro] n. TH, fHHE
11. a handful of. .. —3@.---o; 2DEHRY------
handiul [ ‘hend,ful] n. —i8, —i&
ll; Only a handful of students finished the homework.
(REPBUN¥EE5% TE.
12. cupboard [ ‘kabad] n. Wit
13.pour [por] v {6ifH]; #; % & vi. 505

[7ll: The rain is pouring down outside.

(Bh3KIE P H MR )
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- beans into the pot, she did not notice that one of the

beans had missed the pot and landed on the floor
beside the straw. Soon, it came time for her to stoke ..
the fire. The f{lames flickered as she stoked, but
something else happened, too. One of the red hot
coals leaped out from underneath the pot and landed

in between the straw and the bean.

After a few minutes, the straw struck up a :
- conversation with the other two. " Hello, there!

- Where did the two of you come from?" the straw °
- asked.

} "Oh, my gosh! A straw that speaks. Imagine
that"’ the coal laughed "I was about to be burned
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FEFE

pot [pat] n. #4; 48; M

the pot calling the kettle black 2 fr /\ Wi, L+ E$
* kettle [ 'ketl] n. (EFFKH) K

l: T am fat, but John is fat, too. When he calls me "Fatty" , it is a
case of the pot calling the kettle black.
(FRARME (HLRdR . Sl 3" i, RARE L+
Ka¥.)

miss [ms] o 5 (P EFREERE)

3. land [lend] vi. [E7%
4. it came time for her to stoke the fire fh¥RLeRrtE]E] T

stoke [ stok] »e. ¥SHN (BARIZE)
it comes time for + A+ to + zhia]JAIE H A HEHES T

5. flame [flem] n. k46
6. flicker [ ko] »i. [AJF

], The candle was flickering in the dark.

CRBEAE PRI INARANE o)

7. coal [kol] n. Mm%
8. leap [lip] »i. BkBK

9.

it 230 i 224314 . leaped/leapt [ lept] \leaped/leapt,
11l: Look before you leap.

(=BmEfT. —iZif)
from underneath. .. M- T

10. in between. .. #g------ (WFE) Z8
11. strike up a conversation with + A 53 A$THFiEE T
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' to cinder, so I jumped out of the fire to save myself,"

- said the coal.

The bean replied, " The little old lady was about
- 10 boil me to death in that pot along with my brothers
- and sisters. Luckily I was smart enough to jump out.
Just look at them now. They did not even know what
hit them. "

: "1 was also very lucky. She was going to use me
as kindling, but I did not want to be burned to death,
- 5o I jumped to the ground. What are we going to do -

~ now that we are free?" asked the straw.

The coal replied, " We are all in this together :

. now. If we want to survive, we must stic l\ toge llm "

A IE s ARSI R B B TR AN L SR AR AT — R R AR T
B REIEUIEE T k. BMEREFEEN. ENEERRMEACREE
LIERY "

“HAMAREIZ . MEHBORAE K HIRAEBLEIE, B LUk BB L
WEAREATE T, 3 T REE A7 FEHAE .

B BB L A FRATTR A — 2 M b, AR EGE T 25, s a2

aiatEs”
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1. cinder [‘smdo.] n. Mi; MR
2. was/were about to + ZiilJiIE ppgE......
ASEIEF S when i, JE T 5 B & A5
was/were about to + ZfjiJfiJE + when + i i — it 25 0 iy )

. 1 was about to leave when he came.

= I was on the point of leaving when he came.
(RIEZRIT, XK T o)
3. boil + A + to death 4%t A&
freeze + A + to death ¥ 5 AL
4. along with. .. PI------( = together with. .. )
l; He along with me enjoys music.

He together with me enjoys music.
(fl AR K FH R )

* HF along with J% together with J&4 1] 515, KIS 1 A me
HHEE, 52, FIERHER He, #zhiadRE A% =
AFREIL enjoys,,

5. luckily [Makdt] adv. SEiZHh
= fortunately [ ‘fortfonttlr] adv.
6. now that. .. FEsk......

now that R R # A, 5] % EEAREN],
7. survive [sa'vav] vi. & vt. HfF; EHTF
8. stick together Figs4

stick [ stik] ot. & vi. %; [ESF

i ERK GEE4E R stuck  stuck,
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"I agree,

" said the bean. " However, we should
- discuss this somewhere else. If the little old lady finds
> us, it will be the end to all of us. Let’s get out of -

. here. "

So off they went. The straw, the bean and the
coal sncaked past the old lady and headed oui the
front door. Of course, the little old lady, who was
busy boiling her supper, did not notice. ‘

After walking a little way, the three weary

- travelers came upon a stream. The water in the stream
© ran very fast and high There was no way that the
straw the bean or the coal could m 11\( it across w1th0ut f

GFu: REE. A, OINZB M7+ HE . InR/NE K%
KRN, KR 28 E. TR I XILE,”

TRENMERIT T . FE SRR B 5, R
o MR, IEETERRBNEEEREEIEN.
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1. discuss [ds'kas] v. 11 (A8 54 A about % JH)
discussion [ ds'kafen] n. it
be under discussion IE 78 H
[/|: This issue is so important that we have to discuss about it right
now. ( X)
— This issue is so important that we have to discuss it right now.
(V)
X BUSAREE , R BAE RS )

The issue is under discussion now.

= The issue is being discussed now.

XM BUEBAEELETHE )

2. ..., it will be the end to all of us.

------ , BATSE S E, /-, RITRAESBIRIBT .
3. ...off they went. Ef1EEFT.
= ... they went off.

AAJ R I AALENA off BFAIE, BT EiFE RN they, HAFS,
(B35 E1E R N ZE%E, W Here comes Tom. (iK1 )
4. sneak [snik] vi. 418, BT
sneak into the house fiffiig ¥t = H
. head out ==
head [ hed] »i. Fifd: (% 5411 for 5% to &)
6. come upon. .. BIRL----- "
7. stream [strim] n. /NE&
8. there is/was no way + (that) M%) Fpe------
9. make it across ZFIRE/ME (M4 TF cross it)

W

« 9)



- being washed away.

Suddenly, the straw came up with an
idea. " Why don’t I lie down? I’'m long enough so that
- I can reach across to the other side. You two can walk
over my body to get to the other side!" And so the
straw did just that. He made himself into & mialeshif
" bridee for the other two so that they would be able to
cross. The coal was the first to attempt the crossing. -
Everything seemed to go =moothly until the coal
reached the middle of the straw. He looked down to
see the water cushing down below. He became very
frichtened and froze in his spot. Unfortunately, the :

: coal was stlll qu1te warm from the flre and began to

R EERH— DA T ARG T k7 KRBT LIRS,
PRI RE TR B EEBIXS /7 250hi | " T RABE M T, AT
BT — AR S OB, L AR B BB T . MRS — A=l , B
FIHCIARE R o R Z T, — VIR ERE A o 2SR AR K T 2R 7K X 7
o rp R T B REE R F A B TE RO A S . RS, R kb
AR BERAR &, FFIGHERE SR T A TSR, EAT 1B R ik T 1%

o »
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. come up with an idea BH—4 K F

think of an idea

a makeshift bridge — REIGEHE & AT

makeshift [ ‘mek,[ift] a. IHEEHHEEA; A

attempt [o'tempt] v 22iX; ©E (ZEFELFRAERIEE
i) &no Zid; R

attempt to + ZIAJEIE SEZE .-

make an attempt to + Zfjia]JRTE

[i/l: The mayor made an attempt to improve traffic, but he failed.

(R AR B 2H , HERIM T o)

. smoothly [‘smudlt] adv. J#zHY; Y6HE H

smooth [ smud] a. JGH; YL

_|: The dress feels very smooth.

(X ARHE T BORERIEE )
gush [gaf] vi. FF¥L; BEH

6. frightened [ fratnd] a. JEE|FEMH (JL 500 of )

be frightened of. .. ZE{f-----
be afraid of. . .

be terrified of. . .

[ill: Are you frightened of rats?

(IrFEHERG?)

. freeze in one's spot X437 & FIREAARBS

freeze [ friz] vi. [FEEFERAL; 450K

£ E LR froze frozen,

" : "Freeze!" shouted the cop when he spotted the thief.
CEBE R IR 2 /Maget K - “ 55 53h1 ")



