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Preface to
"Top—class Old Foreign—style Garden Houses in Shanghai"

In recent years, the house price in Shanghai has
been ascending shasply. Its expensiveness is
catehing up with the nearby Hong Kong and the
faraway New York City, causing a subject of
widespread comment in all walks of life. It’s no easy
job to live in Shanghai and the house price has
become one of the major factors affecting the urban
development of Shanghai. If studying this issue
carefully, we will find that the most expensive houses
are not those European- or American-style apartment
houses, not the villas close to waters and woods and
not those skyscrapers towering into the clouds.
Instead, they are the old foreign—style garden houses,
scattering at the corner of a street or behind some
other buildings and setting off by hedgerows. Their
lowest price is a few millions and the highest is tens of
millions or even hundreds of millions. The main
reason is because of its grade, its history and its
culture.

The old Shanghai, mixed up with people coming
from far and near as well as with Chinese and
foreigners, was known for its numerous foreign—style
buildings, famous residences, celebrities, well-known
figures, important issues and interesting stories. In
case you are wandering about unhurriedly under the
Chinese parasol trees at Hengshan Road, Fenyang
Road, Dongping Road or Fuxing Road (W.) or you
are strolling among the foreign-style garden houses in
Xuhui District, Luwan District or Jing’ an District, don't
be surprised or get excited at coming across three or
five former residences of some celebrities circulated
widely throughout the country, stepping onto ten or

Xiong Yuezhi

eight footprints of famous characters coming from all
corners of the country, or hearing one or two
unheard-of anecdotes. This is why Shanghai is a
place called Shanghai.

The book you hold in your hand is to tell you the
important issues, interesting stories and extraordinary
events occurring to those famous persons, well—
known figures and singular personages living in the
well-known foreign-style houses in the old Shanghai.
You’ Il read about the sudden and perplexing changes
in political circles, the I-cheat-you-and-you-cheat—
me contests in commercial circles,inextricable and
commiserative love stories as well as joys, sorrows,
separations and reunions of human life. You will find
the names you are familiar with such as Li
Hongzhang, Sheng Xuanhuai, Wang Jingwei and
Song Meiling or the names perhaps you have never
heard of, such as Kadoorie, Ding Guitang, Zhang
Shuxun and Hu Bijiang... All the stories, either
grandeur and majestic, or sad and dreary, or witty and
humorous, or sorrow-stricken and pathetic, are
moving and touching while all the foreign—style
buildings are either towering and lofty or bijou and
exquisite.

The stories told in this book are not fictions, not
jokes, not street gossips or hearsays, and not falsified
or fabricated stories but true in the existing history.
From the tremendous amount of data, the writer of the
book discarded the dross and selected the essential,
as well as disentangled truth from falsehood. What is
particularly praiseworthy for this book is that the writer
has discovered many vivid data rarely known by




people in accordance with the ruins, the things left
behind by the deceased, and the narrations of the
descendents of the historical figures. By making a
great many on-the—spot interviews, the writer found
the clues to discover the source of many concealed
facts so that the writer contributes a lot to make the
history reappear.

Ms. Song Luxia, the writer of this book, used to be
an editor and then is keen on history. So she takes
the side occupation as her principle one, throwing
herself into the study of the famous buildings and the
history of celebrities in Shanghai. | made her
acquaintance only after having read the book written
by her. After associating with her, | found she is really
a very rare talented person in the science of history.
She has read a lot of books, has a good memory and
a comprehension above the average, really a very
talented writer. Her study in the history of the
notables in Shanghai borders infatuation, working
hard from early morning till late in the evening. She
makes light wind and rain to read up the literature and
hold interviews. Her footprints spread all over the high
streets and back lanes in the old city area of
Shanghai. For obtaining first-hand information, she
even flew east to Japan and went south to Hong
Kong. On speaking of the history of eminent persons
like Li Hongzhang’ s descendents, Song Meiling’ s old
acquaintances, the Suns in Shouzhou, the Duans in
Hefei, the Nies in Hunan and the Zhangs in Nanxun...
the well-connected network established between
notable families and great clans, and the past events
of many years’ standing behind the high walls and
spacious courtyards, Ms. Song will beam with joy, flow
on without stopping, and forget where she is and who
she is with her mouth speaking and fingers sketching.
Confucius said, "He who knows it is not as good as he
who likes it and he who likes it is not as good as he
who enjoys it". Song Luxia has almost reached the

realm of enjoyment in her study. She may be called a
walking dictionary of the famous buildings and
anecdotes of famous persons in the old Shanghai.
Due to her excellent work in the field of urban cultural
history, Ms.Song has been engaged as part-time
research fellow of China Modern City Research
Center of East China Normal University.

The stars change in positions and the things are
still there but men are no more the same ones. The
state power of Shanghai has been replaced for over
fifty years. The foreign-style houses narrated in this
book, the major historical sites under protection, still
stand towering like giants in the streets of Shanghai.
Architects and naturalists of today may easily point out
the styles of these buildings, the characteristics of the
building materials and the clumsiness in their design.
Anyhow, with the passage of time, less and less
people know about the life experiences of the owners
of those foreign—style buildings and the stories
happened in these buildings. In this sense, we may
as well say that it's easier to read the physical
buildings but more difficult to read the humane
buildings. It is in this sense that this book has its
unique value unable to be substituted.

With the completion of this book "Top—class Old
Foreign—style Garden Houses in Shanghai", Ms. Song
Luxia asked me to write a preface to it. As | think the
content is believable, the text is worth reading, the
book is valuable and the writer's ambition is laudable, |
am very glad to write this preface for her book.

At Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences
April 8, 2006

(The author of this preface is Deputy President of
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Head of
Historical Research Institute, a doctorate tutor and
Chief Editor of "Shanghai Comprehensive History")
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The Sassoon Villa was the largest private sumptuous
mansion with a garden in Shanghai, the garden alone
occupying an area of sixty mu (a unit of area equaling to
0.0667 hectares). It was built in 1932 by Sassoon, a renowned
rich Jewish merchant and an acknowledged leader in the circle
of real estate in Shanghai in 1930s. Among the real estate
agents in Shanghai, Sassoon was the most prominent one,
owning a few dozens of high-rises at the golden locations in
Shanghai, such as the Bund, Nanjing Road and Fuzhou Road.
In those days, the foreigners in Shanghai vied with one another
for developing the west area of Shanghai and stirred up a high
tide of buying land to build villas along Honggiao Road. With
his enormous wealth on hand, Sassoon encircled almost one
hundred mu of land all at once. In addition, he shipped oak
and other building materials from Britain to build this villa in a
meticulous way regardless of the cost. Wood with knots was
used for all the windows and doors, laying stress on the simple
and primitive style of the country villa in Britain. Before the
victory of the Anti-Japanese War, Sassoon held the political
situation of China was unstable so he sold the villa to a certain
wealthy merchant named Li Shuxiong from Dinghai, Zhejiang
at the price of 120,000 US dollars. Li Shuxiong changed it
into a famous Honggiao Club. On weekends, illustrious
bankers and entrepreneurs in Shanghai often came here in
swarms to have a good time. Someone said in joke at that
time, "In case someone threw a bomb here today, the banking
institution of Shanghai would sure break down tomorrow!"
After the liberation, the villa was under the charge of the
government and was returned to the Lis’ descendents for their

dwelling after the reform and opening.
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Moller and His Daughter
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Former Residence of Moller
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(Now Moller’ s Villa Hotel
under Hengshan Group) @);f
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The former residence of Moller, built in 1936, was a
garden house in the architectural style of Northern Europe,

known for its splendidness and sumptuousness. Moller, a

8 BE2—#dtR KAEH) Jewish of British nationality, came to Shanghai in 1919 for

TREE, # 19364, lx)iﬁ%iﬁ%l]%é}(%ﬁ(o =N adventure and before long became a famous shipbuilder
=191 9355EJ:/§[Q;%J_E’]§ p g BRSBTS managing Moller Mac}.unery and Shipbuilding Co., Ltd. and
Moller Co., Ltd. (China). As he had an ardent love for

ZEDPHBERTR AFFFESHHEREo fit shipbuilding industry, the interior facilities of this luxurious
mEECHEMSEY, P DA 3 53 R 5% oE B9 R BB IR e house, such as the staircases in the front building and the back
HOET A B AEAR B EELMELE s E, PELH building, were designed similar to those in a ship and most of
BB E A e F R, EE BRGET e I BRR the carvings on the wall-protection woodwork were the scenes
HATHE, (REERTLE A B, oHESED, FL on the sea as well. A few lighthouses in the garden carved out

of stone gave full expression to the interest of the house owner.
> < S g — I = — == = A = . . > .
RS ERo HERETE—LS WDER, BE Moller was fond of horses very much as his family fortune in

HEH— LA oGNS mBEHI . & Shanghai was built up by horse race. The statue of a bronze

158 AR Y B ARE BYER B o) L—AEERN TR, horse set up in the garden was made in commemoration of the
E AT KEIRETR G fh, o =3x ﬁ——ﬁf E=g-og=t horse that had achieved notable merits for him in horse race. It
L o N —

was said that the overall design of this building came from a

) REEEES DE, 194 FERATEKFELS,
BAAGEAIR, 97X, FENRBHEST

fairy-tale dreamland of his daughter. That is why many

pointed angles stretch out firmly from the top of the building.

TS, 1’@“]—%9\%‘1&1:0 MRS, R A The pity is that the Mollers didn’ t live long in this splendid
éﬁgﬁgmﬁgﬁggggiﬁHT R, RS H+EHFHE building. In 1941, after the Pacific War, Japanese aggressors
‘ﬁﬁ?%{%ﬁﬂ?ﬁt_lﬂjj}@ 451 o, 8 2 EF 4R entered the concession, occupied this building and remolded
! b 3 ~ = o

part of it. The Mollers could do nothing but flee from home.
After the victory of the Anti-Japanese War, the KMT Bureau of
Investigation and Statistics of the Military Council headed by
Dai Li stationed in this house. After the liberation, it became
an office building of the Shanghai Municipal Committee of the
Communist Youth League of China for a long time. Now it
has been turned into Moller’ s Villa Hotel under the Hengshan

Group.
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