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I am awakened by giant firecrackers,
and see yellow tongues of flame, and then
immediately afterwards hear the sharp pi-
pipopo of exploding gunpowder. It is near
the fifth watch, and time for the prayers



and blessings. Still only drowsily aware of
the world. I hear far away the steady ex-
plosive notes, one after another, and then
more rapidly and thickly, until the whole
sky it echoing, and the whirling snow-fla-
kes, eddying out of little white balls them-
selves like something shot from above, hover
everywhere. Within the compass of the
medley of sound and gentle storm I feel
somehow a nostalgic contentment, and all
the brooding of the dead day and the early
night is forgotten in the air around me,
lost in the air of expectancy that prevades
these homes about to receive benediction.
What a satisfaction it is to understand that
the Holy Spirits of Heaven and Earth,
having bountifully haled their fill of offertory
meat and wine and incense,now limp about
drunkenly in the wild air. In such a mood
they are certain to dispense boundless pros-
perity on the good people of Luchen]
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