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ABSTRACT

Gary Snyder (1930— ) is the outstanding American contem-
porary poet, ecological advocate and Zen Buddhist. He has been
practicing Thoreau’s life experiment in Walden for the entire life.
Thus he chooses to live near the mountain. As an ecological poet, he
places great emphasis on wilderness, and courageously presents a chal-
lenge to Western culture. He distinguishes himself from traditional
Romantic poet. Since 1960s he has been voicing support for global eco-
logical issues. He hopes to restore the harmonious relationship be-
tween humans and nature, humans and non— humans, and humans
and cosmos through his own poetry in order to reconsole the mind
which had been fouled by modern civilization.

The author of this book aims to analyze and interprets Snyder’s
ecological thought from the perspective of ecocriticism, based on his
books “Myths & Texts” (1960). “Riprap and Cold Mountain Po-
ems (1965) 7. “Turtle Island (1974) 7. *“Mountains and Rivers
Without End” (1996), etc, and some collection of essays, such as
“Earth House Hold” (1969) and “The Old Ways” (1977). The au-
thor of this book argues that Snyder’s ecological thought can be under-
stood from natural ecology, social ecology, and spiritual ecology. This

book provides the detailed study of the relationship among nature, cul-



2 e X BA

ture and society.

This book mainly consists of four chapters:

The “Introduction” part gives a brief account of thesignifi-
cance and the literary criticism from both American and Chinese
researchers relevant to Snyder’s works, presents the approach
employed in this book, and clarifies the outline of the present
book.

Chapter 1 “A Survey of Ecocriticism” makes a cultural back-
ground analysis and the formation of ecocriticism, and summari-
zes its essential theoretical connotation and some branches of this
theory, such as deep ecology, ecological feminism, social ecology
and ecological justice, etc, and finally points out its positive sig-
nificance and future development of ecocriticism.

Chapter II “Snyder’s view on natural ecology” mainly discus-
ses how Snyderpresents nature’s intrinsic value, describes ecologi-
cal diversity and subjectivity and the significance of restoring the
harmonious relationship between human and nature. Snyder at-
tempts to criticize and subvert anthropocentric world outlook in
western culture, and argues that humans should transcend an-
thropocentrism, and remake contract with the land and the wil-
derness.

Chapter III “Snyder’s thought on social ecology” mainly
probes into Snyder’s attacks the hierachical domination of human
society. He criticizes Christian tradition that is the origin of an-

thropocentric world outlook, the industrial civilization that de-
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stroys nature and human nature. He attempts to subvert the di-
chotomy between wilderness and civilization, human and non —
human, and puts forward his idea on social ecology that society,
civilization and nature should develop in a balanced and harmoni-
ous state.

Chapter IV “Snyder’s idea on spiritual ecology” mainly discusses
how Snyder criticizes western empty world outlook stemming from
swelling avarice for materialism. He advocates reducing people’s mate-
rial necessities to the lowest level and puts great emphasis on the culti-
vation of their spiritual ecology in order to achieve the harmonious re-
lationship between people’s physical and spiritual life.

“Conclusion” sums up Snyder’s unremitting efforts for global
ecological crisis. His works reflect the perfect combination of nat-
ural, social and spiritual ecology. His meditation on natural, so-
cial and spiritual ecology is a kind of life style filled with ecological
wisdom, and maintains important teaching and guiding signifi-
cance on modern life. Meanwhile, his rich ecological views provide
rich ideological sources for the theory of ecocriticism and ecologi-

cal literature.

KEY WORDS: Gary Snyder; Ecocriticism; Natural ecology;

Social ecology; Spiritual ecology
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