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Preface

It's not surprising for me to learn that Wang Zhixue will publish his painting
collection. He's a promising young painter with excellent character and
painting skills in the field. We have friendship between generations, I am
so familiar with him just like with the bamboos in front of my house, which

are full of life and energy.

Zhixue grew up by the bank of Jingdong Canal. He enjoyed the beauty of
nature in his hometown when he looked at morning glory, wild
chrysanthemum, shining grass and reed catkins in reed marshes; When he
heard the daybreak sbng of murmuring swallows, sparrows under eaves and
the great cock, which was half-head taller than him, always followed him
and protected his home. He began to draw the lovely lives in his childhood

in the childish style.

Mr. Liu Yongzeng, the enlightening teacher of Zhixue, was once a senior
painter who repaired old calligraphy and painting in Rong Bao Zhai. From
Mr. Liu, Zhixue learned Painting Collection of Jiezivuan and Painting
Collection of Wu Changshuo, and got to know some famous painters such
as Ba Da Shan Ren, Xu Gu, Shi Tao, Xu Wei. By incident, Chen Xiongli,
professor of the Art Department of Central Minority Institution recognized
Zhixue, and taught him a lot of basic knowledge of Chinese painting, which

led him into a brand new world of art.
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When Zhixue came to Beijing for work, his family moved to the residential
district where I live. Many senior artists once lived in this district, including
Xiao Lao, Wang Xiaju, Dong Shouping, Chen Dayuan Duanmu Hongliang,
Yin Shoushi, Lu Guangzhao. The surroundings greatly benefited Zhixue, as
he is modest and eager to learn art. Zhixue firstly turned to Yin Shoushi for
indications. To encourage the young man follow his career of art, Mr. Yin
wrote for him: *Observe more but choose less, accumulate more but expand
less”. This Painting Collection is also autographed by Mr. Yin as his

bequest.

Yin Shoushi then recommended Zhixue to the famous painter Lu Guangzhao.
Mr. Lu felt that Zhixue is worth teaching, so he regarded Zhixue as his
advanced student. Mr. Lu appreciated the honest and diligent young man,
he often wrote poems and sentences for Zhixue's works. For the right
direction of Zhixue's painting, Mr. Lu once wrote a poem on a six feet long
wash painting named pine and plum, the poem said: ‘it is common that
highbrow songs find few singers, I will not be sad if nobody understands me

now. I enjoy my own painting, but not imitate others. ’

I got to know Zhixue when he moved into the same residential district.
Zhixue is not only a young painter, but also an amateur literary writer. He

often shows me his prose and poems, and every time he writes down my



views and our conversation, some of the articles were published in maga-
zines and newspapers. Zhixue deeply understands that an artist cannot make
perfect in illusion and all kinds of arts come from the reality of life. In
vacations he always goes into nature to sketch from nature, no matter it is
hot or cold outside. Every time when he comes back, he brings me sketches
of mountains and forests and prose of nature full of inspiration and lofty
sentiments, which I like very much. Former art educationist and well-
known painter Chen Shizeng and Li Kuchan both initiated energetically
painting of literati painting, they thought that those who draw such painting
must satisfy the following conditions: excellent character, extensive
knowledge, artistic talent and deep thought. I feel that the paintings of
Zhixue are like literati painting. In recent years Zhixue has published not
only his 'painting collection Selections of Wang Zhixue's Paintings, but also
his prose collection Essays of Haitianlou. His articles describing painters,
his essays narrating what he learned and what he felt about nature are not
only the process of understanding, feeling and absorbing the fathers'
experience and nature, but also the process of sum-up, improvement and
sublimation of his painting experience. [ once told him: "You are on the road
of progress at your age, you should be audacious in your creation, but never
be random. Spend more time on reading novels, poems and essays, no
matter classic or modern. More you are skillful, better your production can

inspire people.' In fact, Zhixue just follows this track on his artistic career.



Zhixue's painting is so original: dark and gloomy, light and classic, quality
by near, situation by far. I love the birds in Zhixue's painting, in light rains
or thick grass; I love the chrysanthemums that he drew; In particular, I love
the garden scene of villages. Zhixue's freehand brushwork is vigorous and
firm, and he himself is honest, simple and sanguine. My wife Madame Wan
LI, my friends and me have the same impression. It took Zhixue great efforts
to hold his individual painting exhibition at the Art Gallery of China, and
he has been commended by the society. But Zhixue was not satisfied. He
regards the exhibition and the coming painting collection as a new jumping-
off point in his road after art. He knows that there is still a long way to go
and he must put in a lot of hard work. During his whole life, on the way
after art, he will climb up and up from the known artistic hall into an
unknown world of art.

Guan Hua

August 8th, 2002

At Dashun Learning Room,
By the bank of Ba He River

Note: Guanhua, famous wrier, poet and painter, chairman

of the Beijing Federation of Literary and Art Circles.



