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Three Days to See

All of us have read thrilling stories in which the hero had only a limited and
specified time to live. Sometimes it was as long as a year, sometimes as short as 24
hours. But always we were interested in discovering just how the doomed hero chose
to spend his last days or his last hours. I speak, of course, of free men who have a
choice, not condemned criminals whose sphere of activities is strictly delimited.

Such stories set us thinking, wondering what we should do under similar cir-
cumstances. What events, what experiences, what associations should we crowd
into those last hours as mortal beings, what regrets?

Sometimes I have thought it would be an excellent rule to live each day as if
we should die tomorrow. Such an attitude would emphasize sharply the values of

life. @We should live each day with gentleness, vigor and a keenness of apprecia-
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tion which are often lost when time stretches before us in the constant panorama

of more days and months and years to come. There are those, of course, who

would adopt the Epicurean motto of "Eat, drink, and be merry". But most people
would be chastened by the certainty of impending death.

In stories the doomed hero is usually saved at the last minute by some stroke
of fortune, but almost always his sense of values is changed. He becomes more ap-
preciative of the meaning of life and its permanent spiritual values. @It has often

been noted that those who live, or have lived, in the shadow of death bring a mel-

low sweetness to everything they do.

Most of us, however, take life for granted. We know that one day we must
die, but usually we picture that day as far in the future. When we are in buoyant
health , death is all but unimaginable. We seldom think of it. The days stretch out
in an endless vista. So we go about our petty tasks, hardly aware of our listless at-
titude toward life.

The same lethargy, I am afraid, characterizes the use of all our faculties and
senses. Only the deaf appreciate hearing, only the blind realize the manifold
blessings that lie in sight. Particularly does this observation apply to those who
have lost sight and hearing in adult life. But those who have never suffered im-
pairment of sight or hearing seldom make the fullest use of these blessed facul-
ties. Their eyes and ears take in all sights and sounds hazily, without concentra-
tion and with little appreciation. It is the same old story of not being grateful for
what we have until we lose it, of not being conscious of health until we are ill.

I have often thought it would be a blessing if each human being were stricken
blind and deaf for a few days at some time during his early adult life. Darkness would

make him more appreciative of sight; silence would teach him the joys of sound.
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thrilling [ 'Orilin] adj. 4A %454 ; £8 W 64 ; 3 69

doomed [ dumd ] adj. & 4 i % &4 ; ik — B &)

sphere [sfia(r) ] n. B(4K) ; (B EHE ) EE; HAHEH
mortal [ 'moital ] adj. Gt ; R R 69 ; A — 80 LA AR
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emphasize ['emfosaiz] vt. 38, & & ; miREA ;1L £

panorama [ 'pend'raima] n. &2 F & ;4 FRA ;—E $ T EAF ;i
permanent [ 'parmanant] adj. KA () 8, K188 ; B E ;% 56
buoyant [ 'boiont] adj. 24 #h;E K HF A6 (MHEF) Lk
lethargy [ 'leBad3i] n. &8 ;& 4T &, Wif# R E

manifold [ 'menifould] adj. % # % #; % 5 @

impairment [ im'pesmant] n. 3R % , i 45

hazily [ 'heizili] adv. % & %3 ; 8838, BRI
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crowd into(4&) £ # Xk 208 ;4 HR
take sth. for granted A A £ £ % %
stretch out 2&4d 4538 ;P A ;B LT &
make the fullest use of 7 4-#| A
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©®\Ve should live each day with gentleness, vigor and a keenness of
appreciation which are often lost when time stretches before us in the
constant panorama of more days and months and years to come.

MBI AN REE A4, £/4]J/E We should live each day with gentleness,
vigor and a keenness of appreciation, J5 [f]f] which are often lost when time stret-
ches before us. . . J& which 5|5/ E 15 M), 5] 517 which 7£ F 15 M A] H flf lost
{215 ; when time stretches before us in the constant panorama of more days and
months and years to come 4[] when 5| 5 A8 8] 4R35 M H] .
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@It has often been noted that those who live, or have lived, in the
shadow of death bring a mellow sweetness to everything they do.

EWMBEN - AR ES4, It g F£1E, that those who live, or have
lived, in the shadow of death bring a mellow sweetness to everything they do A EL
IE 9 31E ; who live, or have lived J&H1 who 5| 51 & 18 M A){&1ffi those,
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Ambition

It is not difficult to imagine a world short of ambition. It would probably be a
kinder world: with out demands, without abrasions, without disappointments.
People would have time for reflection. Such work as they did would not be for
themselves but for the collectivity. Competition would never enter in. Conflict
would be eliminated, tension become a thing of the past. The stress of creation
would be at an end. Art would no longer be troubling, but purely celebratory in
its functions. Longevity would be increased, for fewer people would die of heart
attack or stroke caused by tumultuous endeavor. Anxiety would be extinet. Time
would stretch on and on, with ambition long departed from the human heart.

Ah, how unrelieved boring life would be!

There is a strong view that holds that success is a myth, and ambition there-
fore a sham. Does this mean that success does not really exist? That achievement
is at bottom empty? That the efforts of men and women are of no significance along-
side the force of movements and events now not all success, obviously, is worth es-

teeming, nor all ambition worth cultivating. Which are and which are not is some-
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thing one soon enough learns on one's own. @But even the most cynical secretly

admit that success exists; that achievement counts for a great deal; and that the

true myth is that the actions of men and women are useless. To believe otherwise is

to take on a point of view that is likely to be deranging. It is, in its implications
to remove all motives for competence, interest in attainment, and regard for poster-
ity.

We do not choose to be born. We do not choose our parents. We do not
choose our historical epoch, the country of our birth, or the immediate circum-
stances of our upbringing. We do not, most of us, choose to die; nor do we choose

the time or conditions of our death. @But within all this realm of choicelessness ,

we do choose how we shall live: courageously or in cowardice, honorably or dis-

honorably, with purpose or in drift. We decide what is important and what is trivi-

al in life. We decide that what makes us significant is either what we do or what
we refuse to do. But no matter how indifferent the universe may be to our choices
and decisions’, these choices and decisions are ours to make. We decide. We
choose. And as we decide and choose, so are our lives formed. In the end, form-

ing our own destiny is what ambition is about.
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abrasion [o'breizon] n. BEIR ;445 4

collectivity [ kolek'tiviti] n. 24k, 4k, B4k

celebratory[ sela'breitori | adj. Bt i 84, % & K ALt

longevity [ lon'dzevati] n. ¥ & ; &4 ; k4R

tumultuous [ tjuz'maltfuas] adj. 35065 , o0 i 6 ; 42 3k 64 ; ik AL 64
extinct [ik'stipkt] adj. K465, 4444 ; f i 69 ; 8 K 84

sham [ fem] n. B &% BT ;36-F

cynical [ 'sinikal ] adj. ¥R5E &4 ; Bk A6 0 ; Ao 6 LA & SL8Y
epoch [ 'izpok] n. 270, B4 ; #7 84K

cowardice [ 'kavadis] n. 1§35 , f2
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count for A f4, A &t
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@But even the most cynical secretly admit that success exisis; that
achievement counts for a great deal; and that the true myth is that the ac
tions of men and women are useless

WBEB AR E A4, /)2 But even the most cynical secretly ad-
mit. . . =/~ that 5| ) E1E M\ A] that success exists; that achievement counts
for a great deal; and that the true myth is. . . #Jfif admit 33| EiE NG, F=
ANEETE A H ) that the actions of men and women are useless 42 that 5| § )3
ENE,
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@®But within all this realm of choicelessness, we do choose how we
shall live: courageously or in cowardice, honorably or dishonorably, with
purpose or in drift.

HERV . A4 RE 44, F/4]2 But within all this realm of choiceless-
ness, we do choose ; ] 21 how 5| 5 #ZE 15 M\ F] , courageously or in coward-
ice, honorably or dishonorably, with purpose or in drift 435Il 2 1 &l i8] F1 4\ i7] 45
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