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Foreword

© Huang Du

theater, and dance. Tim Yip became a household name when he won the Oscar for Art Direction of Ang Lee's Crouching Tiger;

Hidden Dragon. Yet few people know that he has also dedicated himself to the fine arts. He has always maintained the air and
spirit of an artist, and, after a period of deep reflection in artistic experimentation and accumulation, he now finally presents to us his solo
exhibition, Z/usions of Silence, which showcases his distinct personality and unique manner.

! s we all know, Tim Yip has devoted years of his career to art direction, stage and costume design in the fields of film, TV drama,

In this exhibition, Tim Yip takes full advantage of and develops from the relationship between stage design and avant-garde art,
transforming stage space elements into exhibition space rationality, or, in other words, allowing the works to be given full play in this
rational space. Yip's works cover the media of sculpture, installation, and video; and more importantly, he cleverly fits them into the
diverse spaces in the museum, displaying his personal interpretation of a new Oriental aesthetic. Drawing on his past experiences, Yip
weaves together a world of silence and illusions situated between dream and reality, routine and abnormality, primitive and modern,
abstract and concrete, real and fictional — he shapes up at once a personalized, private space and a public, theatrical stage. In the eyes of
the artist, silence and illusions do not appear abstract and fuzzy, but as a concrete aesthetic existence. "Night is the shadow of day; wind
is the shadow of air stones are the shadows of mountains, and mountains also the shadows of stones... and yet dreams are the shadows of
waking; dreams are the underlying currents. Ghosts are not the shadows of men, but variations of men. The created is the shadow of the
creator." Such is the essence of Tim Yip's aesthetic. .

It is exactly this aesthetic that Tim Yip brings into his works. And we feel that his sculptures carry at once the passion and desire in
expressing the body, as well as the beauty and sorrow in re-presenting the idealized body. His images embody not only an expression
of abstract, mobile thoughts, but also a concrete and detailed analysis of the microcosm and daily life. This is the Yipesque aesthetic — a
humanistic, poetic, exquisite, and natural language of art removed from form and code systems, a concept of art that calls for a synthesis
between the traditional and the modern.

The audience is not to see this exhibition with his/her "eyes," but to listen, with his/her "heart," to the countless stories and feelings that
cannot and should not be put into words. This is perhaps the reason why Tim Yip decided on the title Z/usions of Silence .

Beijing
November 15, 2007
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