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THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES
OF

ROBINSON CRUSOE

CHAPTER I

I was born in the year 16382, in the city of !York. Being

:| the third son of the family, and *not bred to any trade, my

'. share of learning, %as far as ®house educalion and a eountry

~ 4head began to be Sfilled very early Swith rambling thou&hts.
My father, who was very old, had given 'me a "competent

Wfyree school M'generaily go, and 2*designed me for the law ; but I
would be 3satisfied with nothing but going to sea. My
Winclination to this led me so strongly sagainst the will, nay,

the Scommands of my father, and against all the '®enireaties

and !?Persuasions of my mother and other friends, that
there seemed to be something '*fafal in that 9propensity of
nature, Y%tending directly to the life of *'misery which was to
2hefall me. .

My, father, a wise and grave man, gave me ®serious and

excollent *counse] against what he *®foresaw was my *"desiSn,

He called me one morning into his 28chamber, where he was |
S9confined by the gout, and Yexpostulaled very 3warmiy with nie
upon this **subject. He asked me what reasons, more than

& mere wandering inclination, 1 had for leaving my father’s

house and my native country, where I might be well %%~
troduced, and had a Mprospect of raising my fortune “Sby
application ana industry, with a life of %ecase and Pleasure,
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L3 ‘ ROBINSON CRUSOE

heat of my 'resoluticn *prompted; but I took my mother at
a time when I thought her 3a Ilittle’ more yicldin& than
. ordinary, and told her that *my thoughts were so entirely bent
plypgn seeing the world that I should never Sseftle to anything
- with resolution emough S0 & through with it, and my father
" had better &ive me his consent than force me 8o go without it 3
that I was now eighteen years old, which was too late %0 Zo
apprentice to a trade or Yclerk to an 'atiorney ; that I was sure
_if T did T should never ™serve out my time, but I should
~certainly run away form my master before my time was
out, and Bgv o sea; and if she would speak to my father to
let me go one 'Yvovage abroad, if I came home again, and did
- not like it, I would go no more; and I would “promise, by
‘a double *8diligence, to recover the time that I had lost.

Though my mother 7refused to speak thus to my father,

yeot T heard afterwards that she Breported all the discourse to

| "him, and that my father, afier showing a great concrra at

- it, said to her, with a *0sigh: ““Phat boy might be happy if

. he would stay at home; but]if he goes abroad, he will be

i the most ®'miserable ®*wretch that ever was born; I can give
{ mo *eonsent to it.”’

It was not till almost & year after this that I *4broke loose,
‘though, in the mean time, I *Scontinved *®obstinately *'deaf io
all *82roposals of Psett.ing to business. But being one day at
 39-ull, where I went without any 3'purpose of making an.

%%elopement at that time —I say, being there, and one of my

B S 1]

companions being 34about to sail to London in his father’s
ship, and 3%promPiing me to go with them with the common
| ailurement of ¥seafaring men, that it should ¥cost me nothing
r my "passage, I “consuited neither father nor mother any
ore, nor Y50 much as sent them word of it ; but leaving them

B
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7 ROBINSON CRUSOE

to hear of it as they might, without asking God’s 'blessind
or my father’s, without any ®comsideration of Scircumstances
or jconsequences, and in an “ill hour, God knows, on the lst.
of September, 1851, I Swent on board a ship "hound for
London. Never any young Padventurer’s Omisfortunes, I
belive, began sooner, or continued longer, than mine.
The ship was no sooner out of the '""Humber than the wind
began to blow and 2the sea to rise in a most “frightful man-
ner: and, as I had never been at sea before, T was most
Winexpressibly sick in body, and terrifled in mind. I began
now '8seriously to 'ireflec: upon what I had done, and how
instly I '8:as overtaken by the judgment of Heaven for my
\ Bwicked leaving my father’s honse, and *abandoning my duty.
All the good *'counsels of my *2parents, my father’s tears and
my mother’s *%entreaties, eame now **fresh into my mind ; and
my *Sconscience, which was not yet come to the *®pith of
- *"hardness to which it has sinee *®refroached me with the
DBoontempt of advice, and the *breach of my dutv to God and
my father.

All this while the ¥ storm *%increased, and the sea went very
high, though nothing like what I have seen many times
since; no, nor what Isaw a few days after. But it was
enough to Baffect me then, who was but a young *sailor, and
bad never known Banvthing of the matter. 1 “Sexpected every
3wave would *8swallow us up, and that every time the ship
fell down, as I thought, in the ¢rough or *hollow of the sea,
we *Ushould never rise wmore. In this 2agony of mind I made

. many *‘vaws and *resolutions that if it would plesse God to
‘Bspare iy life in this one voyage, if ever I got once my foot
' Upon dry land again, I would go **directly home to my father
E-t”‘d never set it into s ship again while I lived; that I
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9 ROBINSON CRUSOE
wonld take his adviee, and never run myself into, such
Umiseries as these any more, :
Thesge wise and 2sober thoughts continued all the while the
storm lasted, and indeed some time after. But the next &
day ‘the wind was abated, Sand the sea calmer, and 1 began to
be a little ®inured to it, although I was very “grave for all
that day, being also a little Bseasick still. Towards night
Whe weather cleared up, the wind was Wquite over, and a
YHcharming fine evening followed, The sun went down
2porfectly clear, and rose 50 the mext morning; and having
little or no wind, and a Ssmooth sea, the sun shining upon
it, the sight was, as I thoughf the most delightful that 1
ever I saw. ;
I had slept well inthe night, and was now no more
geasick, but very “cheerful, looking with wonder upou the
gea that was so '5rough and '“lcrnblc’ the day before, and could
be 80 calm and so '"Pleasant in so little a time after. And 5
now, lest my good rewolutions should continue, my eom-
panion, who had !8enticed me away, comes to me: ‘° Well,
Bob, " says he, clapping ms upon the shoulder, “ how do
you do after it ? I *%warrant you were *frighted, ®wer’n’t you,
last night, when it blew 2but a capful of wind?? A
capful d’you call it ?7° said I: ‘‘®Pwas a *terrible storm.”
*“ A storm. you fool you,” replies he; “do you ecall that a
storm ? why, it was nothing at all ; give us but *’a good ship
and *8s5ea room, and we think nothing of such *°a squall of wind
as that: but you're but a ¥fresh-water saijor, Bod. Come,
let ws 3'make a Rbowl of BPunch, and we’ll 34forget all that ; d'ye
see what Bcharming weather ? tis now 7 "

F  To make short this sad part of my story, we went the

way of all gailors; the punch was made, and I was made
il
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11 ROEINSON CRUSOE

half 'drunk with it, and in that one night's %wiekedness I
83drowned all mv repentance, all my ‘reflections uwppn my
past Sconduct, all my resolutions for the %future. In a word,
#8 the sea was returned to its smoothness of Ssurface and

Osettled calmness by the Yabatemeni of that ciorm, so the

2lurry of my thoughts béing over, my fears and Bapprehen-
sions of being swallowed up by the sea being Morgotten, and
8the current of my former desires returned, 1 Beulirely forgot
the vows and 7promises that T made ®in my disiress,

- CHAPTER II

Tup sixth day of our being at sea we came into 9Yarmouth

'R'o'ads; the wind having been **contrary and the westhey

ealm, we had ®'made but litile way since the storm. Here
we were *0biiged *to come to an anchor, and here we lay,
the wind continuing cOntrary — namely at *4couthwest — for
seven or eight days, during which time a great many ships
from 25Newcastle came into the same Roads, as the common
28sarbour where the ships might wait for a wind for

$7The wind hlew fresh and, sfter we had *8/zin four or five
days, blew very hard. Howeyer, the Roads being *®reclone
as good as a harbour, the *®axchorage good, and our ®Sround
tackle very strong, our men were 2unccncerned, and ot tn
the least apprehensive of danger, but *spent the time in res
and 3mirth, after the manner of the sea. But the eighth day,
in the morning, the wind 3¢ncreased, and we had all ¥hands
at work 3%t0 strike our topmasts, and make everything ¥san
and close, *Othat the ship might ride as easy as Possible. B
noon the sea went very high indéed, and we lshipped severa
seas, and thought once or twice our “*anchor had come home 3
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18 ROBINSON CRUSOH

apon which our 'master ordered out the *sheet anchor, so that
we 3rode with two anchors akead, and 3the cables véered out
to the better end.

By this time it blew a terrible storm indeed ; and now I
began to see Sierror and ®amazement in the faces even of the
geamen tremselves, The master, though Tvigilant in the
business of 8preserving the ship, yet as he went in #nd ont
of his cabin by me, I conld bear him softly to himself say, '
several times, ‘‘Lord, be “merciful to us! we shall be all
lost ; we shall be all Yundone!” and the like. During these
first Rhurries 1 was Bstupid, lying still in my ecabin, which
was in the 4steerage, and cannot Sdescribe my ®state of mind.

I counld ill '"resume the first ®Pemitence which I had so
Wapparently **trampled upon, end *'hardened myself against.
I thought the *hifterness of death had been past, and that
this would be nothing like the first; but when the master
himself came by me, as I said just now, and said we should

,' be all lost, I was *¥¥dreadfully *frighted. 1 got up out of my

l*[,—esbii; and looked out; but such a *dismal sight I never saw,

" The sea ran *Swmountains high, and broke Tupon us every

Ejhgee or four minutes; when I could look atout *'/ couid see

I nothing but distress round us, Two ships that *%rede near-
us, we found, had cut their *%masts by the board, being *0deep
laden ; and - our men cried out that a ship which rode about

& mile ahead of us was 3 foundered, Two more ships, being

2 driven from their anchors, were run out of the Roads to

. sea, %at all adventures, snd that not with a mast standing.

| The light ships ¥fared the best, as not so much 35/abouring in

| the sea; but two or three of them %%drove, and came close by

| us, running away with only their %7spritsaii ont before the

| wind, -

|

-
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15 ROBINSON ORUSON

Towardu evening the 'mate and %o fswain begged the
naster of our ship to let them out away the 3foremast, which
he ‘was very unwilling to do. But the Shoatstwain Sprotesting -

- to him that if he did not the ship would *founder, he 8con-
sented; and when they had cut away the ®foremast, the
Wpainmast stood loose, and 2shook the ship so much they
were i’abliged to eat that away ulso, and tuake a Yciear deck.

. _Any Oue may 'Sjudge what a'%condition T must have been
F in gi»\,j:ﬂﬁlvthis, who was but a young sailor, and who had
~ been im such & 'Ufrigit before at but a little, But I was in
 Benfold more horror of mind Yufon account of wmy. *former
- Mcogpictions, and the having *returmed from them to the
Bppsplutions ¥ had “hwickedly taken at first, than I was at
death itself ; but the ¥worst was not come yet. The sform -
continued with sueh 28fury that the seamen themselves
2lachnowiedsded they *8had never scen a worse. We had a good
ship, but she was deep *%jadrn, and Oyallowed in the sea, 80
that the seamen %every new and thenm cried out she would
Bfcunder. 1t wis my advantage ®in ome respect that 1 did not
know what they 3meant By ‘‘founder,”” till I 3inguired.
However, the storm ‘was so %violent that I saw, what is not
~ often seen, the master, the ¥baoiswain, and some others more:
_ 885pmsible than the rest, at their prayers, and “Yexpecting every
0moment when the ship #Hwould go 1o the bottomi. In the
Bopiddie of the night, and under all the rest of our #*disiresses,
_one of the men that had been down to see, eried out we
had “sprung a leak; another soid there were four feet of
__-‘iﬁa&ér_ in the %%gld. 'Then all hands were called to the pump.
At that word, "my heart, as I thought, ¥died within me, an
- 1 fell ®baskwards wupon the side of my bed where I at
- However, the men 'roused me, sad told me that I that was

bl
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