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Cheng Jianzheng
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The murals painted on the walls of palaces and halls, temples, grottoes and
tombs are unique parts of traditional Chinese art forms. They are the marvelous
reflections of the beliefs, adores, fashions and customs of ancient China. Most of
the Tang mural tombs were found in Shaanxi province, mainly around the capital
city—Chang’an, nowadays Xi’an city and its nearby regions. The murals were
painted on the passageways, corridors, light wells, tunnels and chambers in the
huge tombs of high-ranking nobilities. The motifs include the scenes of their daily
lives, their expectations for the ideal afterlives, their passions for their daily lives
and the world they lived in.

Shaanxi History museum boasts for its rich collection of the unearthed murals
from Xi’an and its nearby areas, totaling 1000sgm, 540 pieces, and more than
100 of them were confirmed as the first grade treasures. There are no other
rivals around the world due to their quantities, high hierarchy, good preservation
conditions, and complete time sequence. Their lively lines and bright colors
converged into an encyclopedia, providing many solutions to the examinations of
the mysterious court life of the Tang dynasty.

However, these murals had always been kept in the storerooms for their
extremely strict demands for the light, humidity and temperature, air quality
and showcase micro-environments. After decades’ joint endeavor by the Italian
government and this museum, a new gallery with advanced conservation and
exhibition facilities was built and will open to the public on 20th, 2011 for the
celebration of the 20th anniversary of the officially opening of this museum.
The new gallery covers an architectural area of 4200sgm, and the exhibition line
extends 800m for the display of 97 pieces of Tang murals. It is a multi-functioned
and modernized art gallery with scientific management, advanced facilities, and
combined operations of preservation, conversation, exhibition and research. Its
opening will be a significant event in the field of cultural relics display in both China
and the world, which will forward the preservation and publicity of the Tang murals.

All information of these mural exhibits were carefully selected and processed by
the sophisticated digital technologies—multi-photography and piece-together so
that the high-quality pictures could obtained and stockpiled for the supervision of
color, quality and material of the murals and enhancement of their preservation,
conservation, display and utilization.

This catalogue includes 121 pieces (groups) of Tang murals, most of them
are the exhibits. Their high-quality pictures were acquired by the digitalized
technology. It will provide a good example for the preservation and research of
these rare mural treasures.
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