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Foreword

Hongshan culture was the most important Neolithic culture in northeastern China. The discovery and
excavation of the sacrificial altars in Niuheliang area, the temple of goodness, large-scaled stone graves, and
many mysterious jades shocked the world, representing a splendid prehistoric civilization and demonstrating the
Chinese civilization dating back five thousand years ago. The Hongshan jades were exquisitely made and with
the mysterious functions, expressing the important social information and displaying the rich civilization factors,
which are of extraordinary significance to the studies of the Chinese prehistoric social development, religious
thought and origins of civilization.

The history of the Hongshan jades (more accurately, the jades in pan-Hongshan culture) as studied in this
book can be traced back to the Xinglonwa culture dating back eight thousand years ago and the Lower Xiajiadian
culture dating back four thousand years ago. This book focuses on studying the excavated Hongshan culture sites
and the burial jades, aiming to explore the origins of the Chinese jade culture with a history of eight thousand
years and shed light on the dawn of the Chinese civilization.

This book displays more than 200 treasures of the Hongshan jades, covering the main types of the jades
excavated in the Hongshan culture sites, Most of them are archaeologically excavated in the sites and collected
in the Chinese museums, and a few of them are collected in the foreign museums and individual collectors.
These jades show the whole picture and the essence of the Hongshan jades. The pictures of the jades in this book
are scaled to the same size of the physical jades as much as possible in order to enable the readers to experience
personally the charm of the Hongshan jades.

Since the 1980s, the Hongshan jades have been a hot topic in the academic community and the public. In
writing this book, I have received the guidance from many experts and scholars and the great help from many
collectors. By drawing references from a great number of archaeological excavation reports and in-depth historic
and cultural analysis and by conducting the auxiliary analysis employing hi-tech instruments, I endeavor to
reveal the mysterious veil of the Hongshan jades and shed light on the origins of the jade culture backing to
the dawn of the Chinese civilization. In the last two chapters of this book, I present an objective analysis of the
authentication and the market condition of the Hongshan jades to meet the needs of the collectors and lovers of
the Hongshan artifacts.

As a prehistoric culture, the Hongshan culture still has many unsolved mysteries. In the course of the study
I also encounter many puzzles. A few views presented in this book may be in discrepancy with the authoritative
views of the archaeological community and the mainstream understanding of the collectors. The criticism and
comments of experts, teachers and friends are greatly appreciated.
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