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Beauty

Th»rr were a sensitivity and a beauty to her that have nothing to do with looks.

She was one to be listened 1o, whose words were so easy 1o take to heart

{ It is sad that the true nature of being is veiled. The labor of words. the * %‘ t% K \
exprission of wr . e aeemingly: ceasclesy huzz it is Fuman Thoaghtall Bave i "

L common the need 1o get at what really is so. The hope to draw close to and possess the ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁi E’\Ji%féﬁ

m truth of being can be a feverish one In some cases it can even be fatal, if pleasure s %" Ht%, Eﬁj{ﬂﬁ&ﬁ

( one's truth and its attainment more important than life iself. In ather lives. though. %%ﬁ}ﬁ%%iﬁ %ﬁé ’
the search for what is truthful gives life. TE 5 3~ HEC B B /E
M, BT HEF g

I used to find notes left in the collection basket, beawtiful notes about my Y}E{’E’ Egﬁ‘éﬂ(qzo )
' iilies arid:abaiii the writees thoughts: o ike. daily:soripiaral readings: The person N

who penned the notes would add reflections 10 my thoughts and would always inelude /ﬁ \
»’ some quotes from poets and mystics he or she had read and remembered and loved. * % K ]ﬁ K

"‘ The notes fascinated me. Here was someone immersed in a search for truth and heanty. . .

: Words had been treasured,  words that were heautiful. And [ felt as if the words IXEZK%BE]&B‘\JEE%
somehow (elighted in being discovered, for they were obviously very generous to as g{sﬁ' ﬁﬁﬁﬁ”ﬁ%a@*
SRR, (R
; of sharing them. Beauty so shines when given awav. The only trth that exists is, i HTJ ’ ﬁﬁ!&?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ 2

‘ that sense, free. D)\%E%ﬁ ] i’gﬂ(qza J
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1. Little did she know that her hushand and her puppy love were best of friends.

PEOCs bt s R AGE A AN B AR AR 1 IR A i A

T BRI Litde did she.., litde, 344 8 58 BB WTRC(E &) B0, A%
AP (E%E ; she know that.., that A B) S know P I AT, B Rl 4F bl LK RIBLOY )
AWREA T G AN REN A2

2. Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important ool I've ever encountered to
help me make the hig choices in life.

PPoC: R P CTRRMGSE L, REIRHGh BT 2 ERPRR R E R A

4T M. remembering that I'll be dead soon, that A1 remember I 518
). remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool, remembering #F T i, i
b ahin) P g, BT L AR R OY S s, tool (that) I've ever encountered.... I've ever en—
conntered & tool {55 15 1] -
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1. be satisfied with & B3l £

{5517 : 1am satisfied with vour answer.

VRO AT R AY ] B TR B

2. pay oft 2. fEiL

fi] 5] . He paid off the whole debts in two years.
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4 12IZET
The past 1s the bank in which we store our most valuable : the memories that give
meaning and depth to our lives. Those who truly ~the past will not bemoan the passing of
the good old days. becanse days in memory are never lost. Death itself is to still a
remembered voice or erase a remembered smile. And for one boy who is now a man, there is a

pond which neither time nor tide can . where he can still spend a quite hour in the sun.
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Then the light changed, the gas pedal

hit the floor, and the race was on again.

. Nothing had changed, and yet everything had

changed. Most of all, | was silently moved by
what | had witnessed: a small harbor of re-

connection in a raging hurricane of activity and

distraction.
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The Boy Under the Tree

n the summer recess between freshman and sophomore years in college, 1|

Iwas invited to be an instructor at a highschool leadership camp hosted by a
college in Michigan. I was already highly involved in most campus activities, and I
jumped at the opportunity.

About an hour into the first day of camp, amid the frenzy of icebreakers and
forced interactions, I first noticed the boy under the tree. He was small and skinny,
and his obvious discomfort and shyness made him appear frail and fragile. Only fifty
feet away, two hundred eager campers were bumping bodies, playing, joking and
meeting each other, but the boy under the tree seemed to want to be anywhere other
than where he was. The desperate loneliness he radiated almost stopped me from
approaching him, but I remembered the instructions from the senior staff to stay alert
for campers who might feel left out.

As I walked toward him, I said, "Hi, my name is Kevin, and I'm one of the
counselors. It's nice to meet you. How are you? "In a shaky, sheepish voice he reluc—
tantly answered, "Okay, 1 guess."l calmly asked him if he wanted to join the activi—

ties and meet some new people. He quietly replied, "No, this is not really my thing."

I could sense that he was in a new world, that this whole experience was foreign
to him. But I somehow knew it wouldn't be right to push him, either. He didn't need a

pep talk; he needed a friend. After several silent moments, my first interaction with

2
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