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The Value of Time
B )81 &9 Br1E

“Time,” says the proverb, “is money”. This means that
every moment well-spent may put some money into our pockets. If
our time is usefully employed, it will either turn out some useful
and important piece of work which will fetch its price in the
market, or it will add to our experience and increase our capacities
so as to enable us to earn money when the proper opportunity
comes. Let those, who think nothing of wasting time, remember
this.

QOur life is nothing more than our time. To kill time is
therefore a form of suicide. We are shocked when we think of
death, and we spare no pains, no trouble, and no expense to
preserve life. But we are too often indifferent to the loss of an
hour or of a day, forgetting that our life is the sum total of the days
and of the hours we live. A day or an hours wasted is therefore so
much life forfeited. Our life is a brief span measuring some seventy
or eighty years in all. But nearly one third of this has to be spent

in sleep; some years have to be spent over our meals; some in
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maki ourneys on land and voyages by sea; some in merry-
maKing@: some in watching over the sick-beds of our nearest and
dearest relatives. Now if all these years were to be deducted from
the term over which our life extends, we shall find about twenty or
thirty years at our disposal for active work. Whoever remembers
this can never willingly waste a single moment of his life.

All time is precious; but the time of our childhood and of our
youth is more precious than any other portion of our existence. For
those are the periods when alone we can acquire knowledge and
develop our capacities. If we allow these morning hours of life to
slip away, we shall never be able to recoup the loss. Just as money
laid out at interest doubles and trebles itself in time, so the
precious hours of childhood and youth, if properly used, will yield
us incalculable advantages.
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9 will Live This Day as ff 1t 1s My Last
KIS RYEAEFHPIRRE—RL

Sk

I will live this day as if it is my last.

I will avoid with fury the killers of them. Procrastination I
will destroy with action; doubt I will bury under faith; fear I will
dismember with confidence. Where there are idle mouths I will
listen not; where there are idle hands I will linger not; where

there are idle bodies I will visit not. Henceforth I know that to
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ess is to steal food, clothing, and warmth from those I
: not a thief. I am a man of love and today is my last
chanéé to prove my love and my greatness.

I will live this day as if it is my last.

The duties of today I shall fulfill today. Today I shall fondle
my children while they are young; tomorrow they will be gone,
and so will I. Today I shall embrace my woman with sweet kisses;
tomorrow she will be gone, and so will I. Today I shall life up a
friend in need; tomorrow he will no longer cry for help. nor will I
hear his cries. Today I shall give myself in sacrifice and work;
tomorrow I will have nothing to give, and there will be none to
receive.

I will live this day as if it is my last.

And if it is my last, it will be my greatest monument. This
day I will make the best day of my life. This day I will dink every
minute to is full. I will savor its taste and give thanks. I will make
the every hour count and each minute I will trade only for
something of value. I will labor harder than ever before and push
my muscles until they cry for relief, and then I will continue. I
will make more calls than ever before. I will sell more goods than
ever before. I will earn more gold than ever before each minute of
today will be more fruitful than hours of yesterday. My last must
be my best.

I will live this day as if it is my last. And if it is not, I shall
fall to my knees and give thanks.
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Youth is not a time of life, it is a state of mind; it is not a
matter of rosy cheeks, red lips and supple knees; it is a matter of
will, a quality of imagination, a vigor of the emotions; it is the
freshness of the deep springs of life.

Youth means a temperamental predominance of courage over
timidity, of the appetite for adventure over the love of ease. This
often exists in a man of 60 more than a boy of 20. Nobody grows old
merely by a number of years. We grow old by deserting our ideals.

Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up enthusiasm
wrinkles the soul. Worry, fear, self-distrust bows the heart and
truns the spirit back to dust.

Whether 60 or 16, there is in every human being’s heart the
lure of wonder, the unfailing childlike appetite of what’s next and
the joy of the game of living. In the center of your heart and my
heart there is a wireless station: so long as it receives messages of
beauty, hope, cheer, courage and power from men and from the
infinite, so long as you are young.

When the aerials are down, and your spirit is covered with
snows of cynicism and the ice of pessimism, then you are grown
old, even at 20, but as long as your aerials are up to catch waves of

optimism, there is hope you may die young at 80.
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