The Skers
Leok Dewn

AR

EASY ENGLISH READERS
STAGE 4



PR ERERY

The Stars Look Down
B E W B

ikt R
REX HB

N A LA xR

1982 - 4b3%



P EEEREY
0 &
HEME
ikt R
A Ak o« w2k
BB E AR RITHRAT
YA b 465 UK i K ED Rl T EN 3

*
FA 787X1092 1/32 FBk 7.375 4 150,000
108245 A 1R 1983 4E 3 A4 1 ikENR
4 1— 41,500
2 7012-0610 E U0, 637



n & # I

“BEMB"R—HHETALZAI4MIH, =¥
Bl EEELSE AR F, TAASREKEALERT
fEath, SAXFEL, AT ERF IS, BRARN T MK
EHAE, BALAT THS, FTRIARE, UEKBAHAT
AAKER, —FEAR LN S,

FFETHAEFET T, N L FNSERE, SEF
B, F oy £ FEB AR, ARBLHAREAM, HHA
AEBWHE, FUNHLHEARTERIE —BALFHNE
£,

AHH ERERRNE S Y, K EE D I, &3, E
T, HNEAREER AN EEESE, ARNER, ¢
BE _ESYERFASEEREY BN,






Chapter 1

When Martha Fenwick! woke, it was still dark
and very cold. The wind, which was sweeping across
the North Sea?, blew through the cracked® walls of
the old two-room house.

Martha lay quite still in the kitchen bed and kept
herself away from Robert, whose coughing had disturb-
ed her sleep. * She tried to control the bitterness® that
she felt against him. She thought for a minute and
then with an effort she got up.

The stone floor felt like ice 10 her bare feet.
Martha struggled to put on her clothes and dragged
herself across the room 1o get some water. There was
no water; the pipe® was frozen up.

Martha stood and looked out of the window.
Rows’ of miners’ houses stretched out before her. To
the right, lay the black town of Sleescale, with the

1. Martha Fenwick ['ma:6e 'fenwik] Hib - % ilkm (K4, P
BEFHFET), 2. the North Sea dbilg ChRPEHEM &5,
FE 3% FE] bR o R B 22 1)) . 3. cracked [krekt] adj. HH
211, 4. Martha lay quite still ... her sleep. HFBEiEh
WA TER B BAK k, PAARER AT IRBREIR, (CMb RO T b,

_kitchen ['kitfin] n. 5, Robert ['robst] Bia4E (3B
£, BB R) . disturb [dis'te:b] of. THL (FEAN), WilR
(ZIR) . 5. bitterness ['bitonis] n. I, i, 6. pipe
n. EFs M, 7. row [reu] n. (—)#k, ()17,
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harbour beyond and then the cold open sea.' To the
- left, the great Neptune coal-mine workings stood out
against the sky.?

A look of misery® spread over Martha’s face. The
miners’ had been on strike for three months now.
Martha moved quickly away from the window and
began to light the fire. She had only some damp
wood and coal dust® but at last she managed to get
the fire lit. She went through the back door, broke
the ice on a water barrel with an angry blow® and
got some rain water. She came back and boiled it,
filled a cup, and sat in front of the fire and slowly
drank. The hot water was not as good as tea but it
warmed her and gave a little life to her cold body.

Suddenly she turned. Her husband was awake’.
He was lying on his side watching her. He began to
cough again. He raised himself and spat® on to a
piece of newspaper. Martha felt a sudden hatred® of

1. To the right, lay the black town ... open sea. A1 EHEIR
BRI ol /R, @A O, Bk X2 % 1R, lie vi. fit F Slees-
cale ['sli:skeil] #FF|Hi9L/R (4), harbour ['hatbe] n. (i)
#E, W#EMS . beyond [bi'jond] aedv. FEZAL, WLHE, 2.-FJo
the left, ... the sky. 73, B RET 27 A =, Neptune
['neptju:n] #E#h (B o4hi%), #i8E &, coal-mine n. #HEH" work-
ing n. (HHAZEOD ANAHE, B L. stand out ZEHH, B3, .
3. misery ['mizeri] n. {7, S, 4. miner ['maina]
A o 5. coal dust BE# . dust [dast] n. BYE, &KL,
6. blow n. 4T, —i. 7. awake [o'weik] adj. BEHHY.
8. spit (spat, spat) woi. BREEPR, #EK, 9. hatred
['heitrid] n. 18, 8%,



Robert and his cough; but she rose, filled another cup
with hot water and gave it to him. He took it in silence.

It was lighter. The clock had been sold and so
Martha had to guess the time. She thought that it
must be about seven o’clock. She wrapped one of
David'’s stockings® round her neck, put on a man’s
cloth cap and got into her old, worn-out® black coat.
Withoui a word to Robert, she went out and walked
* down to the town.

Martha had only two pennies* to spend. She saw
a boy sweeping outside a meat shop. “Have you got
anything for me this morning?” she asked him. She
hoped that he would give her some bits of meat that
would be thrown away, or perhaps a bone to make soup.

The boy shook his head. “I’m afraid not — noth-
ing this morning. Ramage® won’t let me give away
anything. He was very angry when I gave you bomnes
last time.”

Martha walked away and went along to the har-
bour. She hoped to get some fish there, but none of
the boats had been to sea.

She turned slowly and began to go back. Outside
a baker’s shop, Dan Teasdale was loading loaves of

1. David ['deivid] ## (B 4, BPRH=ILF)., 2. stocking
['stokin] n. & (&), 3. worn-out adj. ZEBEH, BIHM,
4. penny ['peni] n. (¥ pennies) - (JEHE GEHHfML),

5. Ramage ['remeidg] RitEay (&),
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bread into a cart for delivery.' Martha smelt the hot
new bread and paused?. Dan turned and saw the hun-
gry look on her face and immediately he was filled
with sympathy® for her. He quickly took a loaf out
of his basket and put it into her hands.

Martha said nothing. She was so grateful® that she
was almost in tears. She climbed slowly up the hill
and went home.

Robert and her three sons, all of whom worked
in the mine, were sitting by the fire. Her eldest son,
Sammy®, who was nineteen, cried out: “Look! Mother
has got a loaf!”

David gave a little smile. He was only fourteen
— a thin, quiet boy with a white face and a serious,
rather determined expression, ®

“Isn’t it wonderful, boys?” Sammy went on.
“We’re all hungry and getting thinner and thinner.
Now mother walks in with a feast™”

1. Outside a baker’s shop, ... for delivery. 7E—ANH4L)E /Y
ShE, FE- R RIEAE S 14 L3 mife, baker ['beike] n. MW
)ji{§i, Dan Teasdale ['den 'ti:zdeil] F}-#F#7fL/R (5B 4). load
[loud] vt. %k, &4 loaf [lsuf] (& % loaves [louvz]) n. —
& hifl, — RifM. delivery [di'livori] =n. 3518, 284+, 2. pause
[po:z] vi. Wik, &F, 3. sympathy ['simpebi] =. [,
[l > 4. grateful ['greitful] adj. &Y, &6,
5. Sammy ['semi] %24 (Sam BEGRFYIEFR) . 6. He was
only fourteen ... expression.: fBWIRI+Pd%, A&— A48 553
BHET, K T—Rla%mmil, #5 @lm g EE. thin
adj. %Yy, determined [di'te:mind] aedj. BHR), CRE
THy, expression[iks'prefan] n. Fff, G, 7. feast
[fisst] n REE, W,



“You’re lucky to get this,” said Martha.

She began to cut the loaf.

They all watched - her with excitement'. Even
Hugh® looked up and 'stopped repairing his football
boots®. Hughie* never said much; but he looked at
the loaf.

Sammy jumped up and handed the plate of bread
to his father.

Robert took a piece and quickly looked at Martha.
“Where did this come from?”he asked.

Martha did not answer.

Robert repeated the question. “If you were given
the bread, I don’t want .it,” he said.

Sammy called out cheerfully®: “It doesn’t matter
where it came from. We’'re all going to eat it.” He
caught his father’s eye.® “Oh, cheer up, dad. Forget
about the strike,” he said. “This sirike must end.
You may want it, but I want to work again. We can’t
go on standing idle” and wait for mother to get us
food.”

1. excitement [ik'saitment] n. 47y, 8z, 2. Hugh[hju:]
W (B 4, BT/ ILF), 3. boot n. (FEHEHAME KK &
Zi#ft, 4. Hughie ['hju:i] &% (Hugh fyiE#R), 5. cheer-
fully ['tfiefuli] adv. wE2%Hb, thIkHE, 6. He caught his
father’s eye. fh5|id T & EAE: &, catch one’s eye 5| A
HH, slEEAMEE, 7. stand idle #iFFH, idle ['aidl]
adj. ZERE, KRR, :

6



Martha took back the plate and she and her sons
ate their bread in silence.

Chapter 2

Ten o’clock. David picked up his cap and went
out. He was on his way to Joe'’s home.

The wind had suddenly dropped® and the sun was
shining. The bright sunlight seemed beautiful to
David. In winter he often did not see the sun for
several days. It was dark in the morning when he
went down the mine; and it was dark in the evening
when he came up again.

David walked up the street where Joe lived. Small
groups of miners were standing idly outside their old
and dirty houses. They looked at David with angry
eyes, because his father had started the strike. David
felt awkward®. He hurried along to Joe’s house and
went inside. :

Joe and his father, Charley Gowlan*, were having
breakfast. The room was dirty and very untidy®.
The table was piled with food and dirty plates and

1. Joe [dgeul F7(%H 4, Joseph ['dzouzif] £ ERMIEFR).
2. drop vi. (R, FEE)WEH, 3. awkward ['o:kwed] adj.
Ay, ZEHEY, 4. Charley Gowlan['tfa:li 'gaulon] &
Fl-B2(BL), 5. untidy [an'taidi] adj. A8,

7



dishes, and the room smelt of drink, grease and sweat'.

“Hullo, lad!” sarid Charley Gowlan, whose fat
stomach was resting against the edge of the table.ZI
He pushed a big piece of meat into his big mouth,
waved® his knife, and gave David a smile. Charley
was a friendly man. He tried to be popular with the
miners and he was also anxious to please Barras,' the
owner of the Neptune coal mine.

David sat down and watched Joe and Charley eat.
They ate with great enjoyment®. Joe’s young jaws
opened and shut like a machine. David watched with
envy®.

Suddenly Charley looked up and said: “Would you
like to scrape out the pot, boy?"”

David was too proud to accept. “No, thank you—
I’ve had my breakfast.”

1. ... the room smelt of drink, grease and sweat. e B
FHRANE, FMAT KRGSk, grease [griss] n. HEHG, (GEfE)
&, sweat [swet] =n. T, 2. ... whose fat stom-

ach was resting ... the table. - ---fiRIBFEAY I FRER T E,
stomach ['stamok] n. JL-F, MEEB, rest against &, ] (fF).
edge [edz] n. 3f1,31%, 3. wave ot. 3%, Rz, 4. He
tried to be popular with ... Barras ... fEEZES H YT
47 % R, XE 2T B idaf--- popular ['popjuls]lad;.
8 ALY, %M, Barras B Richard Barras ['ritfed 'ba:ras]
AR - B (B4, 5. enjoyment n. ZL3F----effFRll,
6. envy ['envi] n. FHH, =, 7. Would you like ... boy?
Ik -, VRIBERE A AR PEVE 6, 47D escrape [skreip] of. %, A,
pot n. R, i, i,



Charley smiled. “And how does your father feel
now that we’re likely to be beaten?'” he asked.

“I don’t know.”

Charley sucked his knife. “The strike has caused
a lot of misery,” he said. “None of us wanted it.
We’re striking about nothing.”

David said fiercely?: “There’s a lot of water in
Scupper Flats®. It may flood the mine.”

“Water!” Charley cried. He worked on the surface
and never went down the mine and so the water did
not worry him.

“Your father’s not afraid of a drop of water, is
he?” he said.

David felt angry. “He’s worked in water for
twenty-five years. So he oughtn’t to be afraid of it.”

“That’s right, boy. Stand up for your dad.* If
you don’t defend him, nobody else will.’*” Charley
got up, stretched himself, and went over to the fire.

Joe and David went out.

“He doesn’t have to work in the wet places like

1. ... we're likely to be beaten? «---.- WONTIB e REE 8 A 4T e 2
likely adj. IRW[HEfN, beat (beat, beaten) of. 4TWk, &,
2. fiercely ['fiesli] adv. X%, 3. Scupper Flats Hi/kE,
HEAK 1] (DUl 45) , scupper ['skapol n. HEAKIL, flat B, Hib,
4. Stand up for your dad. FHR®EE, stand up for X%
., dad =». (AE)EE, 5. If you don’t defcnd ... will.
I RART b b HES, %IIA‘&&TAJJN&#R#' defend [di'fend]
ot BRI e P,



I do!” Joe said as soon as the door was shut.

“The wet isn’t the only trouble,” said David.
“My dad says —”

“] know — I know. Your dad thinks Scupper Flats
is dangerous. I'm tired of hearing about it. Your
father thinks he knows éverything,” said Joe.

David answered hotly': “He didn’t start the strike
for fun.”

“Some of the men think that he did®. They want
to start working again.”

“Well, let them start!”

“They will,” said Joe. “They’re going to meet this
afternoon and they’ll decide to go back io work.” He
looked at David.

“Oh, I’m tired of? working in a coal mine,” he
went on, “I'm going to leave as soon as I get a chance.
I want to ‘make money* and have a good time.”

David was silent’. He wanted to leave the Neptune,
too, for a different reason.

Joe was very good-looking® and proud of the fact.
As they walked along the street together, he talked in-
a grand manner’. “You’ve got to have money to enjoy

1. hotly adv. ), 58 M, 2. he did = he started

the strike for fun. MR BT AWEBILH. 3. be tired
of (doing) something B4 (fic) H:3r, 4. make money
e, 5. silent ['sailent] adj. LB, AIEFHH,

6. good-looking adj. (5p8R) 4 FHAY, E3EM, 7. grand

manner 4 HY K E, manner ['meens] n. R, KE,
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yourself. ’m going to make a lot of money. I'll beat
everyone and come out on top.' One day I'll be a rich
man, you’ll see!” Suddenly Joe stopped his boasting®
and hit David on the back. “Come on, Davey®,” he
said. “Let’s get a boat and row* out to sea.”

They went down to the harbour. There, in the
dirty water, some youths were looking for bits of coal.
Joe looked at them with scorn®. In his home there
was plenty of coal; he had stolen it from the mine
himself.

Suddenly one of the youths, Ned Softley®, gave a
loud shout. After three hours in the bitter cold, he
had filled his bag with coal. He was just going to put
it on his shoulder and take it home. But Jake Wicks"
quickly picked up the bag and walked away with it.

Joe laughed loudly. “That was clever — very
clever!” he cried.

David ran up to Wicks. “That belongs to Ned,”
he shouted. “You can’t take it away from him!”

Jake looked at David. “Oh? And who will stop
me?”

“T will.”

1. I'll beat ... on top. FREITM BT A A, BUGEF], come out
on top Tk, & HAL, 2. boast vi. &, A%, 3. Davey

['deivi] #4: (David fIEFR) . 4. tow [rou] »i. RiIfE,
5. scorn [sko:n] n. %3, #HiW, 6. Ned Softley ['ned
'sof tli] Pyili-FREEF (B4, 7. Jake Wicks ['dgeik

'wiks] AT - B (B 4).
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Everybody stopped laughing.

Jake put down the bag. “You will?”

David was so angry that he could not speak.
Wicks was older, taller and heavier than David. But
David did not care. He looked at Jake’s dirty spotted'
face. In a flash® he struck him a fierce blow on the
nose.

Jake shook his head like a dog and rushed at
David. At that moment someone shouted: “Take care!
Wept® is coming!” David turned round. Jake seized his
opportunity* and struck him on the ear. David, blind-
ed by the blow, fainted.®

The youths quickly scattered®, leaving David lying
on the ground.

Wept was a miner — a kind and very religious’
man. He looked at David with an expression of sor-
row. He took the boy to his home and gave him a
good meal. Wept’s kindness touched David deeply. He
thought of the poverty and troubles in his own home
and of the bitterness between his parents. He felt a
sudden desire® to do something to make life easier for

1. spotted adj. AR S, HiEH, 2. in a flash —&FP
6], flash n. [NX, $BRME. 3. Wept Hi¥R(H4),

4. opportunity [ ope'tju:niti] n. #HLZy, B L. 5. David,
blinded by the blow, fainted. W 4:ghiTBIRAERE, £ T
%, blind ve. fERW, f8-- - IR FE, faint vi. FK, ZH,
6. scatter ['skeweto] wi. 4y, Wik, 7. religious [ri'lidges]
adj. BiExR%M, INEM, 8. desire [di'zaia] n. BH, %
*0
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people. “I must and will do something,” he said to
himself, and a tear ran down his face.

Chapter 3

Half past one. Lunch at “The Law!” was just end-
ing. Arthur? watched his father with loving? trou-
bled* eyes. He knew that the men who were employed?®
at his father’s mine were going to meet in the after-
noon. “Will the men decide to go back to work?” he
wondered. “Or will they continue this terrible strike?”
Arthur was trembling with anxiety, ®

Richard Barras sat proudly at the head of the
table; he was very calm. He never mentioned’ the
strike; he behaved® as if it were just a small unimpor-
tant quarrel. Suddenly he rose from his chair and said:
“I'm going to Tynecastle on some private business.®”

“Will you be home for tea, Richard?” Aunt Carrie'®

1. The Law :ft# (&%, Richard Barras ffEE4),
2. Arthur ['a:i0e] ME (B 4), 3. loving adj. W&,
RKTEM, 4. troubled adj. R&Hy, HIEM,

5. employ [im'ploi] »¢. @M. 6. Arthur was trembling
with anxiety. FZE&& %$t, trembling adj. K, Bk
fty. anxiety [seng'zaioti] n. K&, .0, HA, 7. .nention
['menfon] vt. 123, A, 8. behave [bi'heiv] vi. %3z,
xH. 9. I'm going to ... business. MEF RN EHi/RE
Jp A9 Tynecastle ['tainoka:sl] #M-KEi/R (Hh4), private
['praivit] adj. FAAMI, NAM, 10. Carrie ['keri] fid
(4 4, Arthur e, Caroline ['keerslain] -k F#HAIEFK)
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