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Principles of Chinese Translations of Foreign Personal Names and
Commentary on the Two Bilingual Dictionaries of Personal Names
CHEN Guo-hua, SHI Chun-rang
(National Research Center of Foreign Language Education, BFSU, Beijing 100089;
Xi’an International Studies University, Xi’an 710061)

Abstract: Chinese translations of foreign personal names are often not very accurate, fail to
distinguish between male and female names, and lack systematic phonological
correspondence between foreign languages and Chinese. Recent discussions have not come
up with a solution to clear up those confusions. This article argues that the generally
accepted principle of “addressing people the way they wish to be addressed” implies that a

translator should respect foreigners’ choice of their own Chinese names and, when
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translating their names, should follow the principles that they generally accept, which
include “not altering established names”, “paying attention to both sound and meaning”,
“ transliterating the true pronunciation ”, and “ secking systematic phonological
correspondence”. The article proposes that bilingual dictionaries of personal names should
provide not only the spelling of a foreign name and its Chinese translation but also its
pronunciation and gender label, and should abandon the practice of transliterating foreign

names in accordance with their spelling.

Key words: foreign names; Chinese translation; transliteration; bilingual dictionaries of

personal names
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