


B LU

i




» AL ,/‘ ™

e A
N 2. S :
Af A "-‘._\f.. .y pE— VGY, N . N
A\ 'u-h'l il & o ' —— > \""2 )\“,." 14
gV ,,-«.A’, b e A\ n o\ V\ s

WA, A BEEN N EARHREX N EELARB R — R UAL
REZEFSEHETAMLASRKRE SN XE, FRARBHRE, FKLAL ES
FRESE, oMy ESAYHEEANELLTE, —RESSANLHL——,
BRI AR EEZALBERS, AL BN EHALEREH L E XD, BE K
ERBETMALZRAEM A, SEERBHALHREINR D, B TFREAFRFL
ERBERATAG, WEFELZME, L2kt EREAWSHT, RHE L 2EA
SHEHPEFRCEBNELEE, AREHARE LY, WEL2TRZEMETELL Y
REHE, BEANRFHES EAEYATN, BEREAABNIE, 2ELLR,
SRREAELEEN# RO BMAFEABL S, Bt AL SMEH AR S E
TAGEAE—RREN, BREGXAFEE, RERMNT “HHAR" BAE—#, &N
RMF—BRE A H, 1A%, D—BEW., FAusk BT &R Ml
BEAA, EAKRERT— LA £ 5HFR, Ao
BB, RNTUEWBEL %L AK ELSEHFHEALET, £E4H
VIR IE—4AH SN REfoEE, . THERT B THEEBEREN, Tk
Rk, SHEERBL—, BEERMXAADHHERDE, ki ALETH
B TELT, ANETAEELRNENEE, AEEFRELBERILEE LA,
RARKRHEABHIE, Gh—th, BRER, EHhEAE CETHEBEEEE, #.
¥. B, B AR, AHEAFARNPRLE, REHNY, ZENRFEENL, b
Rl A A IS B, P, ERIMBAME, F. B, BEE TR
HHABEENKPEE %, WHAEGLAAER, FUTEREGEZEA, M
WER A ERDNH RS, HEEW, BHEEE, AHEAEKTELA, FHHRER
UHBUERATER LAY, LHME, HEXHE. TCRA, EXAE, FHEAK
GHEMMYRE, SABELHHHR, WEHT %, BEHE, BEFE AW ARE,
NHALEKB AL BAELEY, FEABAR, WEEERBE, 5, #4, 7
WREN G B T EHA, WTEFHL W (), (), MAme, BFHRLE,




, N .
AL 8“‘&&%‘,

WEHAlT AEEE, BETHYHEE, BRUDELESEEEE, HHERR
B, B, FEXE QI TEE “BLEFY 05, BENE, BHLAFR, T2
RAMKE ‘FERSARR, LFRFRFE WEEH, EHFEFLMA, BUEH
RERR, WELEH "BELA SHEWREFES, F20 HREBARYLAEN
W2, EANERREMERHERAMEAEEY, A EHWY Bk, BH#. 5.
B, GERAEMEEN LHABERE, BUANEEELTS, WA, ¥, EAREH,
ERFERAC SR DA G AN R EE, REFE. Bk, BRIHEF, THE
FHAWELLE, FHEEIEELES, REMERE, KA LA, FHERK,
AEERD, HEBEAAS, WEREANEE SRS RELNABANEARR,
B CBRAKT WEMR R A, Bl — e £ A A R,

AKX EREELFLEERE. SHE. LW, REAR, ARME, ENE
WK, RMA, ITHW. HEl. 2XE. KPE SEY. IHT EE IHR.
W, L% WNAAFEAZBELIARRI N — XSk, ATHAELHEELA, &
BHH|TEM, RERFEARAN MR NRTE,

WETRYHHATEAL, FREAFFANE, BENRLNEETERE, %
NE MEAREERRBELTUESFAR., KAT. A, BHTLLRLE.
1% by E B, FEEN. S8 A EHRLE TR 5 H R AR LRk
FHEEAR LM, HREAKBER

EASHBHFEABE, BOFR, RHEEAENTETUTEA “FUAL #
FLEEEH, #EUHAZEELANEEFETES “SUAK 65 FTH4 621w,

BB HBREZMN, SREEEFHEE

3% 75 i
2013 4.5 A F 4 M




ahal Preface Re(s

As a porcelain painting art group that developed in Jingde Zhen nearly a century ago and has epoch-making
meanings, “Zhushan Ba’you” (eight friends of Zhu Mountain) have increasingly attracted attention inside and
outside the porcelain painting industry, especially among collectors. Their paintings have also become the
centre of collecting. Even though the “Eight Friends of Zhu Mountain” group was founded less than a century
ago, only nobles, officials, merchants and those with fine reputations had access to them. Ordinary people
seldom had the opportunity to see authentic pieces, let alone a complete set of pieces. Painting authenticators do
not have many of their paintings at hand and documents for reference, which makes it difficult for any further
research and authentication. Besides that, a lot of fake paintings have also entered the market in mass. Thanks
to the encouragement of many people, I have spent nearly three years writing this book on my findings over
the past decades of years. The book shows people the best and most traditional works of Chinese porcelain
painting art. It is my deep desire to record my research results in this book. I hope this book will help you learn
more about this unique cultural heritage. '

As few of their authentic paints and research data are available, there are still some disputes among
academic circles about the true value of their painting works. I don’t think it necessary. to consider fixed
conceptions of painting and theoretical disputes between different schools. Instead, we should try to
understand the painters’ works and their lives with an open mind. After all, the finished products are the only
standards for the evaluation of all arts.

In this series of books, we can clearly see that “Zhushan Ba’you” pioneered a creativity from traditional

famille rose craft to their own unique style, a style which was very hard but memorable. For instance, Wang

i Qi developed “Xifa Touzi”(the first person to introduce western techniques) by combining Giuseppe

Castiglione’s painting perspective and three-dimensional techniques with Chinese traditional painting skills,
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'!‘;w thereby exploring a new way to express the figure’s emotion in his paintings. Xu Zhongnan also laid
emphasis on broadening his artistic vision. He put poetic images into his porcelain painting, and used the
wrinkle method from Northern Song Dynasty’s “Mi School” to paint bamboo stones, thus forming his own
interpretation of classic beauty and elegant taste. Moreover, Cheng Yiting’s traditional porcelain paintings had
a harmonious layout that included poetry, calligraphy, painting and his name seal. The birds he painted
mimicked the vivid feathers and wings of real birds, perched and played in the flowers and trees, which
endowed Cheng Yiting’s porcelain painting, thereby formalizing his understanding of beauty. Deng Bishan
was another member who cultivated his artistic senses through poetry, calligraphy and painting. His
calligraphy attainment was the highest among “Zhushan Bayou™. He reinterpreted Japanese ﬁainting techniques

and advanced porcelain plate portrait painting to include classical painting styles with vivid flairs. He Xuren
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was also good at painting snow, mountain and river landscapes through his mastery of white famille,
which made his painting much more magnificent and vivid. During his lifetime of flower-and-bird painting
composition, Liu Yucen attached great importance to life experiences and presented this belief through his
picturesque scenes of natural and beautiful scenes. For example, he kept flowers, birds and fishes at home and
observed their life habits and interpreted their liveness in pieces such as Rooster and Cicada. Furthermore,
he also created Shuidian Technique, which enriched the painting techniques of famille rose. Tian Hexian
was famous in the porcelain painting circle for his realistic plum blossoms. Despite the background, he only
painted flowers and branches in his paintings. With the technique of “Meihua Nongying”, plum blossoms in
his paintings glowed like sunsets, giving plum blossoms a much more beautiful life. Inspired by the natural
landscape, Wang Yeting combined mountain and river landscapes in his vases, and was the first one in Jingde
Zhen to use landscape painting to decorate the vases in the 20th century. During his art creation for half
a century, Wang Dafan created a new technique that combined poet, calligraphy, painting and stamping
together. Restricting himself to greens, yellows and dark colors, Bi Botao’s paintings clearly depicted flying
birds and bright floral colors, lending a noticeable grace to his works. Of all the eight painters of “Zhushan Ba’
you”, only Wang Bu insisted on traditional blue and white painting. With simple and fluent painting
techniques, his paintings refreshed the mind and lent an inimitable beauty. Zhang Zhitang was good at painting
landscélpe and animals, especially of steeds. He combined traditional Chinese painting art and fine porcelain,
and created a new trend of appreciation of beauty and new features of the time.

But for the growing social contradictions, blocked environment of Jingde Zhen, and low social status of
painters at that time, the artistic achievements of “Zhushan Ba’you” could be compared with that of Qi Bai-
shi, Zhang Dagian, Xu Beihong and Fu Baoshi. They were responsible and hardworking, they searched for
creation and lived a simple live without desiring fame and wealth. Their professional integrity and spirits and
works should be a part of the Chinese traditional art history and be remembered by later generations forever.

I have been collecting and researching their lives for over half a century. With beautiful pictures and
detailed introduction, I hope that I will give readers a true and clear introduction of “Zhushan Ba’you” and let
them know the reason why the works of “Zhushan Ba’you” could not be copied.

My interpretations seek to represent their lives and works to the best of my abilities, and I sincerely hope for

your suggestions to better understand my material.

Huang Naihai
May.2013 Nanjing
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