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Abstract

Recent 10 years have witnessed the process of entrepreneurial economy shift-
ing to management economy as the global economic environment features “the age
of entrepreneurs”. It is common practice for countries to launch entrepreneurship
education and training to store human capital for economic development. Entrepre-
neurship education, bringing forth entrepreneurial skills and innovative spirit,
not only gains full recognition in four-year colleges and universities but also takes
root in two-year community colleges. With all kinds of connections with vocational
training, entreprenenrial ednration has mushroomed in 1,132 American commu-
nity colleges, relying on their close cooperative relationships with small and medi-
um-sized enterprises, governmental agencies, universities, communities, and
nonprofit institutions, and students’ entrepreneurial enthusiasm is stimulated.
The study takes the entrepreneurship education in American community colleges
as the object. It starts with the implementing background and carries on in accord-
ance with the thinking of “combing the development history” — * partners sys-
tem research” — “discussion on practice of colleges” — “analysis of school-
wide entrepreneurial education” , focusing on the innovative ideas and policy sys-
tem of American federal and state governments and with the nation-wide support-
ing system running through the whole study.

The supply and demand theory created by Hart suggests that the reasons why
entrepreneurship education generated and continuous development are external en-

vironment and internal motivation. Combing the development process of American
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community colleges for more than 40 years, the various stages of the embodiment
reveal more clearly the external causes: business environment created by govern-
ment, the “third way” strategy, small and medium enterprises become the back-
bone of the U. S. economy, the entrepreneurial economy gradually dominate, the
contradiction between the popularization of higher education and graduate unem-
ployment rate rising, all these highlighting the practical needs of entrepreneurship
education. As for the internal aspects, shrinking funding from government to com-
munity colleges, increasing number of the enrollment, growing competition with
the private colleges and the students desperately need to learn entrepreneurial cur-
riculum, new tasks derived by the changes in the external market, the communi-
ty colleges push organization transformation forward in order to adapt to the impact
of both the new career ideological trend and entrepreneurial spirit, and carry out
education deeply by increasing services, establishment of a strong social support
network.

In order to arract more career and education funding, and access to business
assistance and financial support, also to seek internship for students and teachers
who can accumulate experience, the community college advocates to build the
partners system. The institutions which community colleges actively cooperated
with are as follows: SBA and SBDC, industry, enterprises, community-based
organizations, economic development organizations, financial institutions, re-
gional education institutions ( especially the four-year colleges and universities ) ,
even establish contact with the legistature. The NACCE and community colleges
create a powerful virtual incubator network to be able to seize the opportunity to
get the maximum benefits for all the partnerships.

The organization forms of the institutions practice of American community
college are relying on the business school, entrepreneurship centers, continuing
education and adult education institutes etc. Among these the entrepreneurship

center focused on two aspects of teaching and community service, and the entre-
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preneurial activities organized by the center become forms of education which are
benefit for the students and has wide path of practice. The most basic, direct and
effective way of entrepreneurship education practice is teaching enterprise curricu-
lum, and fully implementing education need credit and non-credit programs, the
interactive teaching mode and experiential learning methods used by the teachers
and students during the transfer process of entrepreneurial knowledge enhance the
practical effectiveness of entrepreneurship education. The smooth development of
entrepreneurship education is safeguarded by the experienced teacher structure
combined part-time faculty with full-time ones and its training methods. The evalu-
ation of the programs which monitoring the healthy balanced development of edu-
cation demonstrates the self-reflection of entrepreneurship education and the de-
gree of practice active.

Entrepreneurship education are no longer a education luxury for community
college students, but a guarantee for better survival in the society and sustainable
development to them. The single focus mode can not meet the needs of all students
in the college, the programs of school-wide entrepreneurship education emerging.
The entrepreneurship education of city’s comprehensive community colleges, ur-
ban specialist community colleges, rural community college have their own advan-
tages and disadvantages on following aspects: the goals of entrepreneurship edu-
cation, audience, management, programs, extension service, partner relation,
financing and funding, the characteristics of entrepreneurship education. The
study takes in-depth inquiry by comparing these colleges, and concludes the ma-
turing multi-party cooperation and social support system by case analysis.

The characteristics of entrepreneurship education in American community
colleges are significantly different from that of the four-year colleges and universi-
ties, the key bottlenecks which restricting the development of entrepreneurship
education are exposed through the process of analyzing the similarities and differ-

ences between two sides. By summing up the status quo, the trends of entrepre-
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neurship education can be concluded, following this trajectory, the in-depth a-
nalysis of the two-way interaction between entrepreneurship education and voca-
tional education has been done in the paper, and the three major functions of
community colleges: teaching, scientific research, social services are also exam-
ined under the entrepreneurial perspective, which has an important significance

serving as reference for vocational colleges in China.
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1.1.1 HELERE
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BIFEL RE LR EZREN., HILEFHLSRKBRMALHNEERRE,
AR T Kbl gt R AR, msRGIF ek, RBEAA, EEH
Fo BEHAFHANLESMASRELET, QHAFTEE, BEALEFR

0 %AW, FEK. REBRQULHEFHHESBORERE [J]. BFEXRHR,
2010, 11. 12 -18.

® European Commission Enterprise and Industry. Entrepreneurship in Vocational Education
and Training [ EB/OL]. http; //ec. europa. eu/enterprise/ policies/sme/promoting-entrepre-

neurship/education — trainingentrepreneurship/index_ en. htm, 2009 - 11 -01.
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Bolk 75 T A PR o AR X 2EBE B B F IR F 20 48 70 AEAR R, 4Rt mk
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WEFRERRE, REQLILSAKIEI . 35 EH /4l 8 KR8 A i
FREA MM KN, EERIEELFH L, RET 97% B4
e, $RAET 82% MBI KAL, KEESK “ALER” RNE=H. £
Ei XA EE HERER T B SMA NS, BRALIEI . 9k8 %
B RA#HETMOLEE S EFRMLE S, FRANERZOIR, 2L E WK

O 2%, FlE. BANMCIWHEIMASELEEHLET [N]. @ik HMK, 2011 -
03 -30.

® Daniel C. DoBell and Sarah A. Ingle. Pathways to Participation: A Comparative Study of
Community College Entrepreneurial Educational Programs in the United States and Ireland [ M].
Germany; Springer, 2009 481.
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09 -02.

@® NACCE Looks Forward to theNext 10 Years [J]. Community college Entrepreneurship,
2012 (9): S.



