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Despite various bilateral and multilateral FTA continuously increased in East
Asia, China, Japan, and South Korea, as the three top countries in economy of
East Asia, still cannot be the leader of regional economic integration by building
CJK FTA. Since 2009, China, Japan, and South Korea finally reached a certain
strategic consensus in long-term grope and collision. They plan to take the lead in
building a trilateral free trade area in order to lead the whole process of regional
integration. The direct driving factors of this study is to construct the theoretical
exploration of the trilateral free trade area, system planning and operation mode.
Previous studies on East Asian integration has offered a lot of theoretical paradigm,
including the international institutionalism, the ( new ) regionalism, the new
Asianism, etc. These paradigms are not applied to guide the construction of CJK
FTA. Therefore, exploring the path of new functionalism and drawing lessons
from the experience of European Union and NAFTA, this study aims to build a
special pattern of trilateral free trade, which the three countries have high degree of
geopolitical location, high economic dependence, high degree of strategic
mistrust.

The researcher makes her assumptions and trying to build a theory framework
through the establishment of the main variables, the interference variable, and
dependent variable. If three countries with high degree of geopolitical location,,
economic dependency, and strategic suspicion, they usually tend to seek hegemony
countries outside the area to be their alliances or second-rate countries (or groups
of countries) within the area to cooperate in order to increase their competition

and become the economic elites or hegemony in the region. To build such a
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trilateral free trade area, the new functionalism is applied to guide the construction
of CJK FTA, thus the three countries can gradually expand benefit foundation,
eventually seek identity reconstruction identity and interests. As long as Japan does
not completely abandon following after peace, China and Japan should avoid
unnecessary confrontation and prevent the intensification of contradictions. Thus,
the construction of CJK FTA still has chance. Once CKJ FTA could be build, it
will play an important role in easing tension and greatly providing the security
environment in north-east Asia.

Finally, this study offers six suggestions to promote the building of CJK
FTA in the following procedures, as follows: ( a ), the development of
relationship among China, Japan and South Korea is the key to build CJK FTA,
thus the disputes on historical issues and territorial disputes should be properly
shelved until we have wiser method to solve them; (b), with the aid of new
functionalism theory, we should promote the integration of economic at first and
then the integration of politics in order to accelerate the establishment of CJK
FTA. (c), American’ attitude and policy to East Asia impact the construction
procedure of CJK FTA, thus Chinese government should keep and strength mutual
dialogue and communication with the USA government and relevant departments;
(d), Coordinating the relationship between the ASEAN and CJK countries, the
important role of the ASEAN cannot be ignored in promoting regional interests in
the East Asia; (e), The government and Non-government Organizations should
actively seek solutions to build an new exchange mechanism to promote education
and culture cooperation and development and strengthen the cultural identity in
East Asia; (f), China, Japan , and South Korea Ashould establishment an effective
regional security cooperation mechanism to guarantee the construction of CJK
FTA.

In view of the complex situation of the trilateral cooperation as CJK FTA, we
can try to promote the integration from “Easy” to “Difficult”. It means CJK
countries can chose the path by finish economic integration at first and then
transition to politics, which is just the core theory of the new functionalism. The
economic relation among China, Japan, and South Korea now is mainly the result
of the spontaneous action of market mechanism. Since China began the reform and
opening to the outside world, the multinational companies of Japan and South

Korea start their business with China and invest each other based on the market
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signals, thus formed the economic circle among CJK. Mutual economic interests
are the premise of building trilateral cooperation, and also the main motive power
in promoting the integration process of East Asia. China should endeavor in solve
the contradiction in Sino-Japanese diplomatic from the height of the political
cooperation and remove political barriers to drive the building of China, Japan,

and South Korea FTA.
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