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Festivals

Objectives Teaching Steps

e To understand and appreciate 1 Warm-up Activity
three movie clips on “Festivals” 2 Understanding Movie Clip I:

e To learn some topic-related words, Garfield's Halloween Adventure
phrases, and sentences 3 Understanding Movie Clip II: While

e To learn some information about You Were Sleeping
the festivals in western countries 4 Interactive Activities

e To discuss the similarities and 5 Understanding Movie Clip lll: What's
differences between Chinese and Cooking? (Self-access Learning)
western festivals 6 Additional Materials

{©) Warm-up Activity

Listen to the recording two or three times and then think about the
following questions.

Festivals are an integral part of every culture and society. Festivals are
celebrated in honor of historical events, by specific ethnic or cultural groups
and for religious observance. All over the world, many festivals are celebrated
with family reunions, feasting, and the exchange of gifts. For most people,
festivals are a time to relax and enjoy themselves, a time to be spent with
family and friends. But from culture to culture and nation to nation, festivals
can also vary widely.

Naturally, festivals figure prominently in everyday conversations. So
a thorough understanding of the festivals celebrated in English-speaking
countries can help the students of English understand the language more.
Besides, a good awareness of similarities and differences between Chinese and

western festivals can further deepen this understanding.



® What festivals in English-speaking countries are you familiar with?
® What Chinese festivals are you familiar with?
® What are the similarities and differences between the festivals celebrated in China

and those in English-speaking countries?

(© Understanding Movie Clip |: Garfield’s Halloween Adventure
Synopsis of Garfield’s Halloween Adventure

In this animated adventure, Garfield the cat
learns that today is Halloween, a special day for
getting candy. Garfield enlists the help of Odie the dog;,
hoping to get twice as much candy as he can. They
head to their owner Jon’s attic and find some pirate
costumes. Soon they are out trick-or-treating amongst
other children in the neighborhood. Eventually they
have gone through the entire neighborhood but

Garfield wants more. He notices more houses across

the river so he and Odie take a boat to get to the other -

side. They end up losing the oars and getting lost down the river until they stop
at a small port. There is a haunted house nearby and they go in. They come
across a creepy old man in a chair. The man tells them that pirate ghosts are
coming to reclaim the treasure that they hid inside the house on a Halloween
night 100 years ago. Before Garfield and Odie make up their mind to leave, the
old man runs off in the boat with their candy still inside! The two then have to
find a way to get their candy back and escape the pirate ghosts ...

Introduction to the Selected Scene

This scene is about how Garfield and his
companion Odie prepare to set out trick-or-treating
on Halloween. Garfield and Odie go to the attic and
find some pirate costumes. Soon they are out trick-or-
treating amongst other children in the neighborhood

and Garfield teaches Odie how to get more candy.




