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Pearls on the Silk Road Exhibition of Yar City and Qocho City——Application for the List of World Heritage
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This time the joint declaration of “the Silk Roads: Initial Section of the Silk Roads, the Routes Network of
Tian-shan Corridor” are composed of the initial section of the entire Silk Roads used from the 2™ century BC

till the 16" century AD and the transport routes network distributed in the geographic region of the Tian-shan
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Route Chart of Sites in the Silk Roads: Initial Section and the Routes Network of Tian—shan Corridor
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Mountains; boasting prominent status, ultra long distance, extraordinarily rich interchanges, far reaching and
profound influence, and spectacular natural sceneries along the routes, they form an essential component of
the Silk Roads. Started from the capital city Chang’an/Luoyang of ancient China, winding westward through
the Hosi Corridor into the area of the Tian-shan Mountains, the nominated section of the Silk Roads crosses
a distance of nearly 5000 km and linked by a routes network of over 8700 km in total length; constituted
by the representative heritage sites distributed within the present-day territories of China, Kazakhstan, and
Kyrgyzstan, and the interrelations of communication and exchange developed between them during the 18"
centuries’ historic evolution. The Silk Roads are routes of integration, exchange and dialogue between East and

West that have contributed greatly to the common prosperity of humankind for almost 2 millennia.
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Yar City and Qocho City were two major settlements in the Turpan Basin, which is located at the southern
foot of the Tian-shan Mountains. These cities were important strategic towns that safeguarded a communication
hub of the Silk Roads. Ravaged by time, the two cities are ruins now, but their magnificent city walls, standing
abutments, grand temples and palaces, broad avenues, wonderfully constructed government offices, and
beautiful Khan Fort reflect the social economy, urban architecture, religions and diverse cultures along the Silk
Road. The civilizations of historical sedimentation make them two brilliant pearls on the Silk Road, although
they were fall into disuse for hundreds of years.

In the 2™ century BC, Zhang Qian of the Western Han Dynasty reached the Western Regions and
contributed prominently to the open-up of the Silk Roads. From then on, silk, lacquer wares and ironwares
from China were transported to Central Asia,while horses, walnuts, grapes from the Western Regions were
transported to Central China. As important cities that safeguarded the Silk Roads, Yar City and Qocho City
became transfer stations for exchange of goods between the East and the West, and a junction for meeting
of eastern and western cultures. In 60 BC, the Western Han Dynasty established the Protectorate of Western
Regions, formally governing this region as a part of China. The cities of Yar and Qocho were variously
centres of the Qocho Garrison, Qocho Commandery, Qocho Kingdom, Xizhou Prefecture of Tang Dynasty,
and Uyghur Kingdom of Qocho. The existing ruins of Yar City and Qocho City mainly belong to the Uyghur
Kingdom of Qocho. The Turpan Basin — a region characterized by the coexistence of multiple ethnic groups,
several religions and diverse cultures for centuries — has served as a nexus of exchange between the East and

the West, and among world civilizations since ancient times.
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Yar City
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Yar City was an important central town on the Silk Roads from the 2™ century BC to the 14" century.
It is located in the Turpan Basin on the southern side of the eastern Tian-shan Mountains. In the 1* century
AD, it became the capital city of the Jushi Kingdom; subsequently, it variously held the status of a prefecture
or a county under the Kingdom of Qocho, the Tang Dynasty and the Uyghur Kingdom of Qocho. In 640, the
Tang Empire established Anxi Protectorate in Yar City, transforming the city into an important administrative,
military, religious, and communication hub from which the empire controlled the south of the Tian-shan
Mountains and the Western Regions. Built on a distinctive high natural terrace, the city was characterized
by a unique urban layout that ingeniously utilized the natural landscape and displayed exquisite architectural
artistry. The site is home to a diversity of architectural ruins, as well as several cemeteries and caves in the
areas surrounding the ruins. These remnants bear witness to the ancient cultures of the Kingdom of Jushi, the
Kingdom of Qocho, the Uyghur Kingdom of Qocho, and other cultures. The site also illustrates the “protectorate
system” of rule and how this mode of frontier management ensured the smooth flow of traffic along the Silk
Roads. The city is a physical proof of how the ethnic groups along the Silk Roads interacted and transmitted

diverse urban cultures, architectural skills, Buddhism, and ethnic cultures.
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Yar City is located approximately 10 km to the west of Turpan City, on a willow-leaf-shaped distinctive
high natural terrace surrounded by the Yarnaiz Valley. The terrace measures approximately 1750 m in length
at its greatest extent and reaches 300 m at its widest point. Altogether, the terrace contains an area of 376,000
sqm with nearly 220,000 sqm area of construction. The terrace’s precipitous cliffs stand 30 m tall at the hi%hest
point and form a natural barrier around the city. The existing urban structures still display architectural remains
of different historical periods, different styles, and different characteristics. The overall layout of the city

resembles that of cities in Central China: government offices were located in the city center, the avenues were

solely for transportation purposes and made no provision for entrances to individual buildings, and doors were .
permitted only on side streets. However, the site also displays a syncretic style of urban planning as the ma@f,
gate of the city and the largest Buddhist temple were connected by a straight and broad central avenue, a layoud
typical of many Central Asian cities. Architectural skills utilized in the construction of the city include “yadiqitu”
(recessed and semi-recessed), “stacked mud” digging out yards, rammed earth walls, and building‘,azz?éhe'
cave dwellings. Several of these techniques remain in use in the region. As wonders of world arc;hile
history, the site’s broad avenues, Grand Buddhist Temple, ingeniously planned government offices, ch \r1
arranged dwellings, heavily fortified East Gate, and the orderly Forest of Stupas all without exceptmn

demonstrate ancient Yar City’s role as a center of bustling commerce and flourishing Buddhist c1v1hzat1,0,n,







