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Foreword

The City of Beijing, with a history of more than 800 years as an imperial capital, has developed a shape of three rings since the Yuan Dynasty. The center of the city
is the Purple Forbidden City, that is, the Imperial Palace. Surrounding the Purple Forbidden City is the Imperial City. and the ring around the Imperial City is known as
the Inner City, which covers areas within the present-day Second Ring Road of Beijing. By the year of the reign of Emperor Yong Le of the Ming Dynasty. when the
Purple Forbidden City was reconstructed, the three-ring pattern of the City of Beijing became all the more clear-cut and complete. By the end of the 20" century, the
Purple Forbidden City had been perfectly conserved, and was inscribed into the world list of cultural heritages. Although the Inner City has been pulled down, its original
location was still faintly visible. An only exception is the Imperial City. Since the 1912 when the Republic of China was set up, houses have been built constantly on its
original site and people have gradually lost memory of this city. For this reason, to restore part of this city and build a park of the ancient site of the Imperial City have
been placed in the work agenda of the major leaders of Beijing Municipality.

On February 1, 2001, Jia Qinglin, Member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China and Party Secretary of Beijing Municipality, Liu Qi, Mayor of
Beijing Municipality, and Wang Guangtao, Vice-mayor of Beijing Municipality (now Minister of Construction), listened together to a tentative plan of Dongcheng
District on building a park of the ancient site of the Imperial City and gave it approval. This raised the curtain of environment rectification for and restoration of the
Imperial City.

Restoration does not mean representation of the original look because such representation can only arouse people to “mute over things of the remote past.” In the
same way, rectification does not mean removal of illegal buildings and improvement of sanitation because this would result in the slipping of an excellent opportunity to
conserve this rare heritage of historical and cultural significance.

The uniqueness and charm of the ancient site of the Imperial City calls for us to discover and conserve its rich cultural contents. The ancient site also provides us with
an ideal space to carry forward the long history and display the modern civilization of Beijing Municipality.

Thanks to support from leaders concerned and participation by experts, the park of the ancient site of the Imperial City, an open park whose traditional culture is
enhanced by a modern flavour, has been created on the original site of the Imperial City through the wisdom and hard work of numerous designers and builders.

The park of the ancient site of the Imperial City is located on the ancient site of the Eastern Imperial City, which used to serve as the second ring of the city wall of the
City of Beijing during the Ming and the Qing dynasties. With a total length of 2.4 kilometers and an average width of 29 meters, it has the Nanbeiheyan (northern and
southern riverside) Street to its west, the Chengguang Street to its east, the East Chang’an Avenue to its south, and the Ping’an Street to its north. It stands like a green
ribbon tying the Purple Forbidden City and the Wangfujing Business Center. With landscapes including ‘Spring Rain over Plum Groves,” ‘Summer Cool from the

s

Imperial Spring,” ‘Autumn Scene of Silver Maples,” and ‘“Winter Green of Pines and Bamboo’ dotting here and there, a short section of the ancient city wall and the
foundations of the Imperial City represented in their ancient shape and look, and sculptures and natural scenery scattering all over, the park tells the theme of ‘green and
humanity” and embodies development of history and advancement of culture. It also creates a land of freshness, exquisiteness, gracefulness, and modernity in a busy
downtown area.

Construction of the park has also helped perfect the basic municipal facilities of the areas surrounding it, improve road traffic, and better the living conditions of
thousands of residents and the working conditions of more than 200 units. It is an experiment and a kind of creation in that it both improves ecological environments and
integrates renovation of old urban areas with development of environments and conservation of ancient history and culture.

Roaming leisurely in the park, people would feel as if they were wandering in a green corridor of culture and leisure. Coming into their eyes are no longer huts and
slums standing here and there in disorder. What they see is green grass and trees and colourful flowers growing luxuriantly.

The Picture Album of the Park of the Ancient Site of the Imperial City is more than true depiction of the various aspects of the park. It is true that the park is a place of

beauty. It is more than true that the future Dongcheng District will give you even greater beauty, greater joy, and greater inspiration.

Chen Ping
Governor of Dongcheng District
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Panorama of the square in the southern part of the park







G

5
=5
7

e

e

BEHRESAELNEENME
The map of the Qing Dynasty Imperial
City inscribed on the stone plate

SR E LM

Inscriptions on the rock




ERME

Rocks and Springs







gs in the eastern side of the park

&
Z




AR

U N




ottt

I imAEmkE & ‘ ; ¥
Water scene in the west side of the square X

I3HFRMk SR

Water scene in the east side of the square

]

. '\L& |
T

S T

4




