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Preface to the Chinese edition

I am really delighted that Contemporary Japan is appearing in Chi-
nese. This is the third edition of a very popular textbook , which has been
assigned for courses at many leading universities around the world, inclu-
ding Oxford University, National University of Singapore , and Waseda U-
niversity in Tokyo. The book has already been translated into Malaysian,
and a Korean translation is now also forthcoming.

In some ways it might be surprising that 1 ended up writing this
book. My main academic work has been in the field of Southeast Asian
politics, especially on Thailand, and apart from this book I have only
published four articles specifically on Japan. But when I began teaching
at the University of Leeds in 1993, I was asked to offer a course on Japa-
nese politics — and at the time I was unable to find a suitable introducto-
ry textbook that gave students a critical overview of the country. I needed
more than a factual summary: in my lectures, I tried to explain some of
the major academic debates about Japan. To do this, I came up with the
idea of dividing all the literature on modern Japan into three broad
camps: mainstream ( conservative ), revisionist ( progressive/critical )
and culturalist. It is easy to argue that these distinctions are too simplis-
tic, but they are a great way to help students understand that there is not
Just one way of interpreting what is happening in a complex country such
as Japan (or, for that matter, in Britain, China or the United States ).

Early in 1996, Steven Kennedy, a publisher from Macmillan Press



(which later became Palgrave Macmillan) visited me in my office in
Leeds, and asked me if I was aware of any important topics for which
there was no really good undergraduate textbook available. That conver-
sation led to an invitation to write the first edition of this book, which I
did while teaching at a university in Kobe during 1998. It was helpful
that I was living in Japan at the time of writing, since 1 was able to ac-
cess a lot of books and research materials very easily. 1 drafted a chapter
a week for eight weeks, using my Leeds lecture notes as a primary
source. Rather to my surprise, the book has been a great success, re-
ceived very positive reviews, and Steven kept asking me to update it.

At a time when relations between China and Japan have become
rather strained for a variety of reasons, it is very timely that the book will
appear in Chinese. It is my real hope that people in China will find the
book interesting, and that it will help them to understand the complexities
of Japan’ s history, politics, economy and society. For many decades
after 1945 the two great nations of China and Japan enjoyed rather good
relations, and there is every reason to believe that with enhanced mutual
understanding this situation can be restored. If the publication of this
translation can help in any small way to create such conditions, I would
be really delighted.

I am most grateful to my very enthusiastic translator Ke Hu, as well

as to the China Development Press, for making it possible for this book to
be published.

Duncan McCargo
Columbia University in the City of New York
November 2014
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