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The Emperor on His Throne in the Palace of Cloudless Heaven, Forbidden City
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HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR P'U-YI

In memory of a happy relationship begun fifteen
years ago in the Forbidden City,

and in the earnest hope that, after the passing of the twilight and the long
night, the dawn of a new and happier day for himself, and also for his
people on both sides of the Great Wall, is now breaking,

THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED
by
His faithful and affectionate servant and tutor

REGINALD E. JOHNSTON
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TRANSLATION OF PREFACE

In the tenth month of the chia-tzii year,' after leaving the residence of

prince Ch’un,” T took refuge in the Japanese Legation. It was Johnston, my
tutor, who was chiefly instrumental in rescuing me from peril. Moreover,
he it was who first interviewed the Japanese Minister, Fang Tsé,’ on my
behalf, after which Fang Tsé received me courteously and allowed me to
use his Legation as a place of refuge from the wild soldiery. In the second
month of the i-ch’ou year" I made another move, and went to reside in
Tientsin. That was seven years ago, and Johnston from first to last, both
in Peking and subsequently in Tientsin, was my companion, throughout a
period of thirteen years. No one has a more intimate knowledge than he of
the disasters and hardships of that critical period. He is therefore well fitted
to take up his pen and make a record of events in which he himself played
a part. To those who look back upon the sorrows and disorders of that time,
this true record of his, based on personal experience and observation, will
indeed be a thing of value. As a writer and as a man Johnston is one who is
not surpassed by the best of our native scholars. When his book appears I
know it will be highly prized by the world.

Ninth month of the hsin-wei year.’

(Authenticated by two imperial seals.)

The chia-tzii year (which happened to be the first of the present Chinese cycle) roughly corre-
sponds with 1924.

Literally “the Northern Mansion™ (Pei Fu). It was in the house of his father, prince Ch’un, ex-
regent of China, that the emperor was a state-prisoner after the “Christian General,” Féng Yii-
hsiang, had forcibly expelled him, in November 1924, from his palace in the Forbidden City.
Fang Tsé—the Chinese name of Mr. K. Yoshizawa, then Japanese Minister in Peking.

* I-ch’ou year—1925.

Hsin-wei year— 1931. The Preface was written by the emperor at Tientsin and transcribed by his
devoted servant the famous poet, statesman and calligraphist, Chéng Hsiao-hsii, about a week
before they both left for Manchuria®, to become Chief Executive and Prime Minister, respec-
tively, of the new State.
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