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When Southern Song Emperor Gao Zong, (Zhao Gou 1107—1187
CE) came upon this wetland during his tour to the South, he issued a
decree, “Save Xixi for me!” He was thinking of selecting the site for
his southern palace. In 800—plus years since then, a great number of

men of letters visited it and left beautiful literary and artistic works

there.
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Tang Dynasty poet Su Dongpo wrote profusely about the West Lake during his lifetime. One of his most quoted lines states:
"I like to appreciate the West Lake like a Princess,Her beauty and charm transcends all fashions and cosmetics!"

By Ming Dynasty, the famous local literary figure Zhang Dai confessed, "The West Lake is indeed a prosperous pleasure dome. Once inside, your eyes
are dazzled by its glamorous colors while your ears grow tired of the Sirens’ songs. If you want to seek a land of peace and solitude surrounded by
virgin waters, then the Xixi Wetland is your best bet."

Later in the Qing Dynasty, poet Wu Zhumo played on the same theme, praising;
"I wonder why they all bear the westerly direction, The wetland and the lake still transcend all fashions and cosmetics!"

The forte of Xixi Wetland lies with its waterways. Nicknamed—the Little Sister of the West Lake, its origin can be traced all the way to the Han
Dynasty (202 BC—220CE). It underwent major development during the Tang(618—907)and Song (960—1279) periods leading up to its peak
stage during the Ming (1368—1644) and Qing (1644—1912) eras. As a typical urban secondary wetland, it contains thick bush trees, clear winding
waterways, and shimmering ponds. Clouds and winds change and metamorphosize from dawn to dust. It is like the legendary Beauty Xishi still with
her virginity intact before making her debut in the King Wu’s court: pristine and pure. It is a unique water world enjoying literary coverage throughout
the centuries. Yet its rustic beauty and rare innocence still catches one off guard!

The energy of Xixi Wetland comes from its people. When Song Emperor Gao Zhong came upon this place during his tour of the South, he issued a
decree, —Save Xixi for me! He was thinking about selecting the site for his southern palace. In the 800 plus years since then, the wetland has kept
its temples open to the faithful. Smoke from the incense drifts in the air purifying the mind and honoring the spirits. Many a grain and produce also
come from its rich soil. Fishermen’s tunes riding on the wind travels far and wide. Behind the bamboo groves and plum trees reside a few who prefer
seclusion. Furthermore, men of letters come here looking for expression and inspiration. Men of reputation come here looking for company and
comfort. Monks of high calibers come for meditation and ceremony. Even emperors once in a while dropped in to enjoy breaks from royal pomp and
circumstances. Here marshal artists have developed a unique style of boxing presented on a small boat. Finally there is the local Dragon Boat Festival
boasting a history going back hundreds of years. The charm and beauty of Xixi Wetland can be summarized by five attributes: natural, spiritual,
reclusive, rustic and leisurely.

The beauty of Xixi Wetland manifests through its four seasons. Dressed in the cyclical apparel, it reveals its seasonal charms aided by unique lighting,
and weather conditions. Spring brings plenty of water and lush green along the water’s edge where orioles throat out their first love songs. Summer
arrives with a starry sky under which numerous frogs crow out a nocturnal chorus whereas lotus blossoms quietly unfold giving out an immense
fragrance. As the flowering marsh reefs turn snow—white, it celebrates the coming of autumn season. The setting sun behind the western hills paints
the persimmons with a vivid glowing red. Eventually winter sets in. It is time to pay a visit to the pub by the bridgehead before setting loose the
rowboat in search of the timid plum blossoms. All this depicts such a picturesque place where strong water runs for three thousand miles and nobody
shows up but enlightened.

Gentleman Zheng Congli is a man of photography. He has developed such a rare passion and devotion for the wetland that he will spare no effort
to capture its elusive beauty within his viewfinder. Through endless hours and numerous seasonal changes he pursued his dream like a man on a
mission. At his disposal are some of the finest skills for the craft: a unique eye to perceive, a refined sense of composition and an unrivaled taste for
what is beautiful, all applied individually or in combination with the right touch and balance. The results are some of the most remarkable views of
Xixi Wetland in different seasons, glimpses of time and space frozen for eternity. Those pictures are now compiled for publication as a eulogy for the
beauty, charm and grace of this magic place.

Poised to send the collection to print, Mr. Zheng approached me with an invitation to write an introduction. I was deeply touched by his sincerity and
integrity of his artistry. I hereby devote this article as a preface for his album.

August 8, 2010
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Unique Natural, Religious, Reclusive, Rustic and Leisurely Elements

Steep in history, the Xixi Wetland has been a favorable spot for scholars and hermits
throughout the centuries. With a rich background in culture and folklore, it boasts many
colorful local events: Dragon Boat Festival, Boat Boxing, Jiang Village Style Martial Arts,
Lion Dance with Rolling Torches, Eastern Hill Temple Fair, Honoring Rituals for Dead
Poets, to name just a few. The wetland is dotted with numerous ponds in different sizes
and shapes. Some are fenced in by mulberry trees, some with persimmon tree roots as
foundation, and still some protected by bamboo groves. Field cultivation benefits the
fisheries which in turn fertilizes the soil. Therefore, Xixi Wetland has developed its five
unique elements.
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Natural Scenes

This element can be seen in the white reeds, red persimmons, green mulberry leaves,
blue water, emerald bamboos, fragrant plums, the dancing herons, and the gliding
swallows. All is untouched, wild, pristine and pretty, perfectly in harmony with

nature. Here is how one poet puts it:

The thick reeds stretch for miles along the waterways,
A dwelling by the brook touches the moon in the autumn breeze,
Oranges, persimmons and purple water chestnuts filling the baskets

With so much at stake, there’s no need to envy high walls and gilded gates.




g -
~ X =



8-9

=]

=
Morning

AEZ R WMEEHX  HEEIRE , HMEREES  HmiExEE. WK
=R ALFG, ERENEBIRBIOMEGET, SREVENKRZHLET—
RINENON e, DAR07, AMNDERKEEESERIESE, BEN
EEATTHERNR2EE , MEABEE RIS — R ATEZR.

The day breaks here with so many variations. Some days it is dazzling
with bright light and colors; other days it is shrouded in misty rains
and sleeting fogs. Some days it arrives with no fanfare but peace and
tranquility. It is the moment when mountains and rivers are refreshed
and birds all over come out singing at the top of their lungs. While
shadows and light engage in a quiet rivalry, the sky at the daybreak is
infused with magic colors. When the red sun rises from the horizon,
it drives out all the shadows and reveals the roofs of the village
houses. Cooking smoke barely discernible gradually comes out of
the chimneys, marking a day’ s beginning with such timeliness and
subtlety.

LSS
Morning Mist First Daylight over the Wetland







