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Poyang Lake, the largest freshwater lake in China, is a vast expanse of misty, rolling waters. Five
rivers (Gan, Fu, Xin, Rao, Xiu) converge into the green diamond of Poyang, which hangs from the
necklace of the Yangtze River. The lake pours into the Yangtze day and night.

The Poyang Lake lies on the north Jiangxi plain in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River on the
south bank. It is 173km from south to north and 70km from east to west. With a capacity of 25,200 mil-
lion cubic meters, it is a huge natural reservoir to Yangtze. Poyang was originally named Pengli. After
many years of vicissitudes, in the Sui Dynasty, the lake water reached the county of Poyang. The lake was
since called Poyang. Wang Anshi, a famous Song Dynasty poet, described the lake in his verse: “In
spring the vast Pengli covers all land, and white wawves are blown to the distant horizon. " This
shows that by the Song Dynasty Poyang had become a vast lake. As is recorded in “The History of
Ming", in the Ming Dynasty, when Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang’s army fought Chen Youliang on the Poyang
Lake, “the 600,000 soldiers commanded by Chen joined huge boats in battle formation, which stretched
miles and miles. with seas of flags. forests of spears. and masts over 100 inches high. ~ From the descrip-
tion one can easily imagine the vastness and magnificence of the lake at that time.

The Poyang Lake is the biggest natural storehouse of fish in Jiangxi Province. It is wide in lhe favor-
able in temperature and rich in water organisms. The variety of the fishes in the lake amounts to 122, A-
mong them are permanent inhabitants—carp. crucian carp. bream, catfish, perch. and whitebait: and se-
mi-migrants from Yangtze such as black carp, grass carp, silver carp, and variegated carp; as well as the
precious migrants such as reeves shad and anchovy. The output of freshwater fishes ranks first among the
inland lakes of the country,

Rare fowls and migratory birds find a winter paradise in the grass on the banks and the islets. The
fowls discovered so far amount to over 150 species. When winter comes, cranes, swans, white storks and
black storks come in swarms to find food and sport on the lake while waiting for the spring. The biggest
crane community in the world discovered so far—more than 1,600 cranes— was found in the Poyang Mi-
gratory Bird Reserve. It was a marvelous scene of nature,

The lake region is a well-known breadbasket southh of the Yangtze River. It boasts fertile soil and
warm, moist climate. On the boundless stretch of fields, rice ripples and cotton rolls in the breeze. With
two important cities — Nanchang and Jiujiang — situated close to the lake and an industrial corridor being
rapidly developed between the two cities, the economic construction of the lake region sees a bright future.

Boating on the Poyang Lake, one will admire the beautiful scenery. Green waves stretch to the hori-
zon; white sails chase fleeting clouds; waterfowl spread their wings.... There are famous tourist attractions in
the lake region. such as Lushan Mountain, Tengwang Tower, Shizhong Mountain. Longgong Cave.
Xiufeng Peak.... On the misty and cloudy Poyang Lake, they present a variety of beauties to the tourists.

The Poyang Lake is like a sparkling pearl on the Yangtze River. It will be radiating with a prosperous econo-
my.




E ( WEBDHE) Poyang Lake (taken from satellite) .
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~ Tengwang Tower, a famous building in South China.
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Throughout the ages, the well-endowed Poyang Lake has overwhelmed countless men of letters and brought forth
imperishable works on the scenery.

“The waves of Poyang rise three feet high even in calm weather. " The Poyang waves are sightseers’ favorite scene. They
surge far and wide to the skies in the distance. full of power and grandeur. At the estuary where the lake joins the
Yangtze, there is a distinct dividing line between the turbid river and the clear lake. which flow side by side before they
lose their separate identity, An admirable sight in Nature indeed!

Standing by the lake is the Lushan Mountain, which “undulates hundreds of miles, with a charm unmatched in the
southeast of the country”. The landscape is characteristically peculiar, fantastic, elegant and attractive: a rushing river,
a rolling lake. splashing streams. tumbling waterfalls, fleeting clouds, floating mists, lush peaks and craggy cliffs...
Overlooking the Poyang Lake from the summit of Lushan, one sees a vast expanse of misty and wavy waters in the dis-
tance and a riotous sea of clouds at foot. The sky and the lake are of one color. With everything far and near in sight,
one’s eyes get busy trying to appreciate them all. When the sun rises beyond the lake. more than 90 peaks are bathed in
a golden glow. The deep valleys with clouds and mists floating around. the gushing springs, the luxuriant woods, and the
lovely flowers are breathtakingly fascinating. Wulao Peak, Hanpokou, Fairy Cave, Jinxiu Valley and other scenic spots
are virtually Nature’s masterpieces.

At the entrance of the Poyang Lake stands the Shizhong Mountain, towering and magnificent. which has long been
known for its strategic position over the river and the lake as well as its beautiful scenery. Su Dongpo, a well-known
Song Dynasty poet, when moored for the night at the foot of the mountain, wrote a noted prose entitled Onr the Shizhong
Mountarn. The remarkable work and the spectacular scene complement each other. Looking into the distance from the top
of the mountain, you will see Yangtze rolling from the east and Poyang surging to the north and wonder at the amazing
sight of Nature.

White sails dot the lake: gulls and egrets fly across the sky: precipitous cliffs overlook the green waves. Is this the
real world or a dreamland? With all its attractions. the Povang Lake is inviting you.
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The pine-and-rock

scene on the Lushan
Mountain.



