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Unit 1 People

Text 1 Deep Blues and Sunny Yellows

Text 2 Bill Gates in His Boyhood

Text 3 The Man Who Made Mickey Mouse
Text 4 Mark Twain and the Muddy Mississippi
Text 5 Benjamin Franklin

Unit 2 The Information Society

Text 1 How Texting and IM’ing Helps Introverted Teens
Text 2 Why I've Stopped Sending Holiday Photo Cards
Text 3 Teens and Video Games: How Much Is Too Much?
Text 4 Email a Message at Your Peril

Text 5 Long Live Paper

Unit 3 Cuisine

Text 1 The Sweet Taste of Summer
Text 2 Spanish Cuisine
Text 3 The Last Jar of Jelly
Text 4 The Story of Sushi
2 Text 5 Curries of the World

Unit 4 Marriage

© Textl The Science of a Happy Marriage

49 Text 2 The Do’s and Don'ts of Intercultural Marriage
Text 3 To Win at Marriage, Learn to Lose
Text 4 American Wedding Customs and Superstitions
Text S Loving Muriel

Unit 5 Culture

Text 1 Culture Shock

Text 2 Tea Culture

Text 3 Ramadan (The Muslim Holy Month)

Text 4 Thailand Social Customs: Public Behavior Do’s and Don’ts
Text 5 The Difference between American and British Humour



Unit 6 Adventure

Text 1 A Pirate Bold to Be

Text 2 The Treasure-hunt

Text 3 The Journey from Platform Nine and Three-quarters
Text 4 Parker and Pi

Text 5 The Bet on the Tour of the World

Unit 7 Life

Text 1 Life in a Violin Case

Text 2 Generosity Is a Two-way Street
Text 3 The Top Five Regrets of the Dying
Text 4 Why Measure Life in Heartbeats?
Text 5 A Ball to Roll Around

Unit 8 Science and Technology

Text 1 Why Do We Yawn?

Text 2 Why Have We Got a Memory?

Text 3 Science and the Scientific Attitude

Text 4 What Would Happen If the Earth Stopped Spinning?
Text 5 Weird Science

Answers



Text 1

Deep Blues and Sunny Yellows

Vincent van Gogh is often
remembered as the painter who cut
off his ear in a fit (—[4) of passion.
He was a lonely man who often went
without food in order to buy paints,
a man with few friends and a stormy
temper. Van Gogh’s strong emotions
not only atfected his life, but his
paintings as well.

Many of van Gogh’s paintings were
inspired by warm, yellow sunlight
because he loved how it could light
up the world in different ways. His
painting Sunflowers, for example, is
filled with vivid yellows and browns.
These colors give the painting a
feeling of warmth and well-being.
However, the sunflowers are actually
dead and dying.

The result is a painting that mixes the
warmth of life that van Gogh loved
with the feelings of sadness that were
all around him. It is a painting that

is warm, beautiful and sad, all at the
same time.

Van Gogh’s most famous painting,
The Starry Night, takes this mixture
of joy and sadness one step further.

It is a landscape full of deep blues
and shadows which represent the
sadness van Gogh was feeling as he
was painting, rather than what he was
actually seeing.

This is why van Gogh’s images in

his painting look more imagined

than real. The stars and moon in The
Starry Night are unusually bright,
their light swirling (fiz#))) above the
darkening hills. A tree that looks like
black fire cuts through the view of the
night, interrupting its beauty.

Because of his wild emotions, van
Gogh was not understood during

his life. He sold only one painting
and never found true love. However,
people today who stand in front of
Sunflowers or The Starry Night can
experience the same joy and sadness
van Gogh once did, as he painted
those deep blues and sunny yellows.
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