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Cash for Caste
3 ISR RIS <> G0

INDIA The Indian government is planning to introduce a
cash bonus to high-caste people who marry below their
caste. It hopes that the offer of 50,000 rupees (€850) will
help break the social system.

India’s complex caste system divides society into
hierarchical groups, which range from the Brahmans at
the top to Dalits, or Untouchables, at the bottom. People’s
education, jobs and marriage prospects are determined
by the caste into which they are born. Although inter-

caste marriages have been permitted since 1955, most
people marry within their own caste. Those who don't,
risk becoming victims of “honour killings”.

The proposed plan has come under attack from many
sides. Conservative Hindus are opposed to abandoning
the caste system, while others fear the money may be

pocketed by corrupt local officials.
Social Justice Minister Meira Kumar, herself a member

of a lower caste, defended the plan. “Yes, I know this

is not the only way to end the caste discrimination, but
one has to start somewhere,” she told The Times. “All
proposals have initial hiccups. That does not mean that
we have to give them up.” B
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Lobster for Sale §§ <>

AUSTRALIA He's 17 metres tall, bright orange-red, and
he could be yours for A$ 500,000 (€300,000). The Big
Lobster, or “Larry” as locals call him, can be found in
Kingston, a lobster-fishing town on the south-eastern
coast of Australia. Larry was built in the 1970s as a
tourist attraction. Since then, he has become popular
with motorists, who regularly stop to photograph this
giant crustacean. Now that Larry’s owner is retiring,
Larry himself is up for sale.

The Big Lobster is one of hundreds of “big things”
around Australia that promote local industries or
attractions. They include the Big Pineapple, the Big
Koala, the Big Avocado and the Big Rocking Horse. For
some, the Big Lobster offer seems too good to be true.
Also included in the price is the 0.875-hectare property, a
souvenir shop and a licensed restaurant. “Five hundred
thousand dollars to me seems a very cheap price for a
big thing.... In Sydney, [that would buy] a two-bedroom
house,” says James Adair, an expert on “big” tourism.

Estate agent Andrew Smith admits, however, that
27-year-old Larry does need some “sprucing up”. “... it
needs energy and enthusiasm and a bit of money,” he
told The Australian. &

Needed: one large cooking pot for Larry the lobster
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USA “He goes everywhere with me. Every day he comes

to work with me. I just bought a new table... and he
sits at the head of the table.” Kay Judkins from Maine
is talking about a flat, life-size cardboard cut-out of her
husband, Jim. The figure was made at the headquarters
of the US National Guard and given to Judkins for

the time that her husband serves in the US military in
Afghanistan.

So-called “Flat Daddies” and “Flat Mommies” were
the idea of Sergeant Barbara Claudel, who thought that
the figures might help families with relatives serving
away from home in countries like Iraq and Afghanistan.

Speaking to The Boston Globe, Claudel said, “If
there’s something we can do to make it a little easier on
the families, then that’s our job and our responsibility.
It brings them a little bit closer and might help them
somewhere down the line.”

So far, around 200 families have ordered a Flat Daddy.
“I think it’s wonderful. My Flat Daddy sits in my
dining room all the time,” says Cindy Branscom, whose
husband is also serving in Afghanistan. B
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When British actor Jrjando BI00m gave his support to the organization
Global Cool last summer, climate change suddenly became interesting to a

whole new generation. Created by businessman Dan Morrell, Global Cool

aims to make individuals understand how they can do their part for the

environment. “This is all about small things that make a big difference,”

said Bloom at the launch.

6 #HE == /5] 20071
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Who Gets the Dog?
B T OEXK? a Q)

USA Jo Shoesmith from Clarksburg, Maryland, says the
hardest part of her divorce was figuring out what to do with
Misha, Nike, Shay, Violet, Momma Kitty and Cotton—the
three dogs and three cats she and her ex-husband had cared
for during their married years.

“The lead-up to the break-up was very rough, especially
for Nike, who became so nervous, she would tremble and
pace,” Shoesmith told The Christian Science Monitor. “We
did not want to put them through any more unnecessary
stress.”

At the time of the couple’s separation, Shoesmith got
sole custody of the cats, with her ex, Martin Stephens from
West Virginia, paying “cat support”. The former couple has
joint custody of the dogs. This means that Shoesmith and
Stephens travel back and forth between their two homes
every other week just to spend time with their pets.

The couple separated in 1997, when pet custody was
unusual. Today, however, many top law schools, including
Harvard, Georgetown and Yale, offer animal law courses on
pet custody. The Animal Legal Defense Fund has handled
several divorce cases with pet owners, and two law firms in
California have partners who specialize in pet custody.

“Certainly there is a giggle factor,” says lawyer David
Wolfson,” [but] this area of the law needed to change to
reflect that people do form special bonds with their pets.” B
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The I.lgllml' Side - F’f ?(U%tﬂ Words of wit and wisdom

Gcme ﬁ@lnng

Aﬁshermanﬁ'omtheatyxsoutonalakemasmanboat,wimhemuws
another angler with a mirror. Cuﬂdqs,ﬂtemmowandasks “What's
the mirror for ""That'smysecretv}nytocatdlﬁs ” says the other man. “I
shmeﬂlemmorondlewatenmeﬁshnoﬁce&éhghtandswmupnearthe
surface. Then I just reach down with the net and pull them out.” ”And;treally
works?” “You bet it does.” “Would you sell that mirror? I'll give you $20 for
X ”“MLQK”&mmm&xmwsAﬂahehmmmi&dey%nmwsﬂﬁmr*
manyhaveyoucaughttlusweek?’“lheangler s answer: “You're the sixth.”

Just a Little Pun

® “I tried to buy some camouflage trousers yesterday, but I couldn’t find any.”
® Two atoms meet. One says, “I've lost my electron.” The other says, “Are you
sure?” The first replies, “Yes. I'm positive.”

Mummy

Susie’s aunt takes her to a museum. In the Egyptian room, there is a mummy.

Susie asks her aunt what it is. “That’s a mummy, dear,” is the answer. “I'm glad
my mummy’s not like that!” says the girl.

Misunderstanding

An artist says to a beautiful young woman: “I want to paint you in the nude.”

She replies: “Oh, no! I want you to keep your trousers on!”

8 #i = 5] 2007.1

Something Is Wrong

A man goes to the doctor’s
with a banana stuck in one ear, a
cucumber in the other, and a carrot
in his nose. The man says, “Doc,
this is terrible. What's wrong with
me?” The doctor says, “Well, first
of all, you're not eating right.”

i N

“1am an
optimist—but
I’'m an optimist
who takes his

raincoat.”

Harold Wilson (1916—1995),
former British prime minister
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Endlich: die perfekte Kombination aus professionel-
Iem Journalismus und effizientem Sprachtraining!
Die wichtigsten Themen aus Deutschland, Osterreich
und der Schweiz in deutschen Texten - auf drei
verschiedenen Sprachniveaus und mit mehr als

750 Erklarungen schwieriger Warter.

Dazu Ubungen, Tests, Texte zum Lesen und Horen im
Internet und viele Tipps fiir bessere Kommunikation
im Alltag und im Beruf. Jeden Monat neu - auf iiher
80 Seiten.

www.deutsch-perfekt.com/info
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