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Stepping stone to a new world

WAEPORBEES LA

The Atlantic Ocean is a vast sea, separating the
continents of Europe and Africa from North and
South America. Today it is a busy highway, crossed
by thousands of ships every year. The people who
sail in them know where they are travelling to and
about how long their journey will take. It has not
always been like this.

Centuries ago, the Atlantic was a sea that
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The four Atlantic voyages made by Christopher Columbus.
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sailors in Europe feared to cross.

Its waves broke against the coasts of Spain, Portugal,
France and Britain, but no one knew what lands, if
any, lay on the far side of the forbidding ocean. The
thought of sailing west into the great sea, out of sight of

land, filled sailors with terror. It meant sailing into the
ez tas,
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unknown, fearful of what they might find, and faced with
the possibility of never returning to their home lands.
During the 1400s, a bold idea started to spread in
Europe. People began to believe that the Atlantic Ocean
could be crossed. They imagined that the continent of
Asia lay on the other side of the great sea, which would
be quicker to reach by going west over the sea instead of
east over land. Asia provided goods, such as spice and
silk, which were highly valued in Europe. The country that
found a “short cut” to Asia could look forward to becoming

very wealthy indeed.

Christopher Columbus, the Italian seafarer

who crossed the Atlantic to the Americas.
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One man who was attracted by the idea of
reaching Asia by sailing across the Atlantic was
Christopher Columbus.

Through a combination of determination, skill
and bravery, Columbus sailed into the pages of history
when, on 12 October 1492, after 37 days at sea, he
stepped ashore a tiny island. It was an island that no
one from Europe had ever seen before. In crossing
the vast Atlantic Ocean, Columbus firmly believed
he had found a sea route to Asia - or “the Indies”
as Europeans then called it. In fact, he had landed
somewhere completely different, and the island he
named San Salvador was actually a stepping stone not
to Asia, but to a completely new world - the continents

of North and South America.
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Columbus goes to sea

EHRARALA K

Columbus was born in 1451, in the city
of Genoa, northwest Italy. The boy’s parents,
Domenico and Suzanna, named him Cristoforo.
In Spanish he is known as Cristobal Coldn, and in
English he is Christopher Columbus.

Columbus’s father worked as a weaver and
a wool merchant. In keeping with tradition, as

the eldest son (there were

Wool merchans in ltaly in about 1400. | four younger children in

1SHEBAFINFEER. the family), Christopher
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The city and port of Genoa in Columbus’s time.
AN RBABLHIEHE,

learned his father’s trade. After a basic education,
he began his working life, following in his father’s

footsteps.
Columbus grew up in a coastal region of

Italy, and his hometown of Genoa was a busy and
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prosperous seaport. The city’s ruling merchant
families traded in many goods, most of which were
brought to Genoa by sea from ports all over Europe
and North Africa.

Their ships sailed throughout the Medit-
erranean, trading for goods to sell and were a
familiar sight to the people of Genoa.

Perhaps Columbus’s father wanted to take
advantage of his city’s close links with the sea.
Perhaps he wanted his business to prosper by
trading in goods from overseas. Perhaps he
encouraged his son to take an interest in the sea
and all that it had to offer. Whatever the reason, in
1465, 14-year-old Christopher Columbus went to

sea for the first time.
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