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A Few Words to Chinese Readers

I am delighted that my book on the history of semiconductors should now

be available to Chinese students. Its publication in Chinese marks an important
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development in relations between the so-called ‘Western’ and Chinese cultures
which, over the past decade have grown significantly closer and it is significant
that this should be particularly true within the field of science. The Chinese
contribution to scientific research in the areas of semiconductor physics and
semiconductor devices has grown dramatically during the past decade and this is
certairﬂy due in part to the fact that Chinese students have been able to spend
time at Western universities and in Western research laboratories, learning
about scientific subjects and contributing to scientific research. This, of course,
has demanded a working knowledge of a Western language, most usually Eng-
lish and it is admirable that English books should now be made available to all
Chinese students in their own language. It surely represents an important step
towards the further integration of our various cultures.

I may, perhaps, be allowed to draw attention to the fact that my own uni-
versity, The University of Nottingham is in the vanguard of English universities
trying to establish cultural connections between our countries. The University of
Nottingham campus in Ningbo, near Shanghai was opened in 2004 (co-inciden-
tally the same year as my book was published) and now offers University of
Nottingham degrees to Chinese students in a range of subjects, including Engi-
neering. It has facilities for 5 000 students. Research activities at UNNC in-
clude, for example, ‘The Centre for Sustainable Energy Technologies’ which,
in 2010, won an award for ‘Promoting scientific and technological innovation
in China’. I would be happy to think that my book might play a small role in
furthering such worthwhile activities.

Finally, I should like to thank the Oxford University Press and the Univer-
sity of Science and Technology of China Press who have collaborated to make
this Chinese version of the book possible. I should also like to pay tribute to
Professor Yang Ji of the Institute of Semiconductors, Chinese Academy of

Sciences for his skillful translation.

John Orton
Nottingham
September 2013
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