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Praise from Students
who have taken Dr. Norman German’s course

Word Power
Bt - ARBWE SATAES" R
S TR 4

“It was as if a light switch had been turned on in my head.”

“DibEFR ARG T IR T —=kT.”

“I absolutely loved going to this class!”
“ReRTERE EXTTR! 7

“Every week I enlightened my family with information I learned in the course.”

‘T B RLX TR BB A AIR R R RN

“The professor is passionately interested in the subject, witty and engaging. We need more of his kind.’

CHEX T TIRFEERE . BUEOGER, EIRIbEREEE, RARS. RITFEELZXHR”

“The most useful and interesting class I’ve ever taken.”

R EAMRAMH . BA&IR"

“Fabulous. I learned more in this class than in all my other classes combined.”

“EER T AKX TR B BRI AR P T AT A AR B AT



Our First MeetingI |

You are about to read a new kind of vocabulary book. It is not the “work of genius” a colleague declared it,
but it does combine learning and entertainment like no text you’ve ever read.

The Word on Words defines 1,500 words, most in the context of mini-essays about history, literature, art,
philosophy, pop culture, sports, mythology, religion, psychology, math, biology, and cosmology.

In other words, this is net your parents’ vocabulary book. It sometimes cops an attitude. In addition to
providing definitions and pronunciations, The Word on Words emphasizes the artistic and playful aspects
of language—hence its subtitle, The Play of Language. As my wife, artist Raejean Clark, says, “You learn
better if you have a smile on your face.”

The book has five major focuses: vocabulary, etymology, mnemonic devices, usage, and the ludic or playful
aspects of language.

Words is ideal for those preparing for aptitude tests or admission exams such as the SAT, ACT, TAKS, TOEFL,
GRE, NTE, and even the LSAT and GMAT. You can also profit from Words if you simply want to enhance
your vocabulary. It’s perfect, too, as a supplemental text in ESL/ESOL classes directed towards those acquiring
English as a second language.

It’s all in here: humorous explanations of palindromes, eponyms,
acronyms, anagrams, spoonerisms, malapropisms, portmanteau words and
even false splitting—the way “a napple” transformed into “an apple”™—

J in the context of revelatory essays about Llj
phobias, Mother’s Day, the birds and the bees, Father’s Day, good and evil, the calendar,
neologisms, love and war, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, euphemisms, place-names,
and the origins of first and last names, the days of the week, and the months of the year

all emphasized by entertaining end-of-chapter tests and

'I-I crossword puzzles! rl‘
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Dr. Norman German
we - AsSEt

sitting on an old-growth cypress stump

that washed over his fence during

Hurricane Tke, 2008
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I never get writer’s block.
I get stumped!

MR —TER M IRLE.
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Norman German is an award-winning teacher and writer who has taught vocabulary and etymology courses
for over thirty years. In addition to publishing nearly 50 pop articles on various aspects of language,

his essay “The Veil of Words in ‘The Minister’s Black Veil”” was singled out in 1990 as a significant
contribution to Nathaniel Hawthorne scholarship. Among his four novels, the best-selling 4 Savage Wisdom
imaginatively reconstructs the life of Toni Jo Henry, the only woman executed in Louisiana’s electric chair.

He has also published articles on Emest Hemingway, Gwendolyn Brooks, Ray Carver, James Dickey, Ralph
Ellison, Zora Neale Hurston, and other important American writers. His short stories have been featured

in leading literary magazines like Shenandoah and The Virginia Quarterly Review, as well as commercial
venues, including Salt Water Sportsman and Sport Fishing.

Norman has studied literature, linguistics, Latin, Greek, French, Spanish, and German at McNeese State
University, the University of Texas at Austin, and the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. He is a professor
of English at Southeastern Louisiana University.
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Chapter One

WITH aroLocIEs to Will Rogers, I never met a vocabulary book I didn’t like. Why? Because when I
graduated from high school, I was “vocabularially deprived.” You see, I grew up in a house with
a “flicewater” in the broom closet and a “chester” drawers in my bedroom. I was in fourth grade before
the dazzling epiphany hit me—that thing in the broom closet was a fly slvaﬂ!

In the sixth grade, I snuck—yes, snuck—a look in our vocabulary book and saw a picture of a chester drawers.
Underneath was a phrase that rocked my world: chest of drawers. If I had known the word surreptitiously, 1
would have looked aroun@;r_gg@g@ to see if anyone recognized my abysmal ignorance.

Embarrassingly, another year passed before I realized that I was still wrong about the phrase. I thought
a chest of drawers was a piece of furniture where I put my “drawers” (my underwear), not a piece of
furniture with slide-out compartments.

Guost worps—that’s what I’ve come to call words that we think we know, words that guard a buried
treasure inside them. Like the word breakfast. We know the word’s meaning but have lost the original
idea that breakfast is the meal we eat to break the fast of not eating while asleep.
AN
b‘efﬁ» Use )

At college, I ran into a guy who read vocéhxﬂapybobl&s like novels. I still have two of them. I look at
them now with fondness, those classics of their day: Wilfred Funk and Norman Lewis’s 30 Days to a
More Powerful Vocabulary and Peter Funk’s It Pays to Increase Your Word Power. Funky times!

Since that exciting freshman year, I’ve learned thousands of words. But don’t get me wrong. After
a B.A. in history and pre-law, an M. A. in English and philosophy, and a Ph.D. in literature, I’'m still
vocabularially deprived. As you probably know, knowledge is relative.

That initial thirty-day investment did give me a more powerful vocabulary. Thirty more months of
undergraduate attention to words expanded my verbal horizons even further. Now, after thirty years of
linguistic study, I feel ready to contribute what I have discovered about words—as well as some tech-
niques to make learning about words more efficient and even intriguing.

P S My graduate studies revealed one theory of the evolution of the name and piece of furniture called
« hJ .+ achest of drawers. The story is that the frugal Puritans recycled the chest that carried their posses-
sions to the New World as a piece of bedroom furniture. The annoyance of taking everything out in order to

extract something from the bottom of the chest resulted in the convenience of a drawer inserted at the bottom
of the chest. Later, a second and then a third drawer were added, the top was permanently sealed and, voila,
the chest . . . of drawers.

With a few tantalizing exceptions, this book will not introduce obscure words that few people use. I've
taught vocabulary and word origins for a quarter of a century, but I’ve never read or heard a single in-
stance of words like condign or temerarious. Although these words appear in good vocabulary books, the
authors seemed to be reaching for words that few had heard of in order to justify the existence of the book.

](D

© FEERH, TR,
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BOTEUR - BAEY 04T, REREMAKRBIHE —ARFEROIFATCH, AHaX 4B FHY
LA, AR CTNCRZ . VRAE , FR/ANSHEAE R B B, 2R R RERE A — > “flicewater”
MR A ENE B WA —4> “chester” drawers, F| | PUAEHIR A DEIR KAE—H 7 W BENE B A IREE AR 7Y
JFORJE—~ gt (fly swatter) !

INAEHET, Y MMt —R0, fifiih——F T —RIATAIFNCAS, F$|—3K chester drawers i
B R, BER T —AN a3z —15: J& chest of drawers (T4 )., QNSRFR 4T AE W B8
XA, K—ESRBASZWIABNE, BEREEANE B TRBERIH.

SNMER AR, Mt 7 —AERA IR, XSRS A FRAAIRA XS . FRIE LA R i R
I, drawer (H#%) R E, HEHR BN RE.

5iA% —— 5 FRAESE ARSI AT B WA R, I B MR B A FRAE 1A . 14 breakfast
(&) XA, FATMIEX MR EE, HEHAMEEFERGERE, BRET)EFTREEIRE AR 7
HIEE Rz AR R

{\@I{%\

PR, RABRIBR— AN BERE/ME—FEA R ZIK . XMIRICBRIDAPIA, RAESF
BN RBGEY), IRl M AR L 02 0, — AR BURIE BAE - JF 5 5% - X5 & 3E0 (30
FIRBUE KN ), — AR - 25708 CEINANC B2 £ )., IRERBRIIFEEL AR

B AN K—IRELIE, REFSTHUT IR, BAZERGIROER . E5REG T I R%Mm
TR SR X OCE A e, AR RN Z A, IEAR L E AR,
AR Y

BOIHR 30 KAV ARRSEE IR 8IS . KFEAHRE 30 24~ B B A i i — 40 5 17 A CF
MEF, BTE, 2 T30FEMESIZR, RIEHC L0 HEIR: 2T R0 A O A S — B ff a2 2] 51
HABE BB IR R T .

#hFEUERA: FIBEBF ST AR A T X “FHE XK A AFREAR) —Fh ik, SRl T2
T HGE TR it BB AR AOF TR, BOER—FEME B, ZAAE TR
—FEARP L AUE TR AR PTARE LR, XOABINAE, ZE2RHA T EE eIk, BIER T
JEFRIRA— AR, DUSSUIN B8 A, =", mDasN—E R e, TR, /R, ST
FHF,

%Tﬂ‘ﬁwﬂ"]m%, ABASABRD NS LR RELE T 25F AR AR IR,
BT MR 132 31 =R Wy ot (i R condign (FEA RiAR 1Y) X temerarious (B5F 1)) X iR 4], HIRIX L
it A — AR TR B eh, EX B A/ B R AT 25 A R B TUER B 7F
ERAHEHEN,

@ BUR - BT (1859—1935) XEFZMBMESR, HEIFCEE SR EAR MR, I, B A aikpgiEha —
A “RAKBERE N ERAERHBAN”

@ R IRASAE R, TRED SRR

@ JE3CFunky times —i8 A6, —RIEMAH HPIOLEE Funk PEE TS, ﬁﬁfunw ELAR” B

}9
2
%
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ONE OF THE BEST WAYS to get to know a familiar word even better is to learn its etymology, or origin,
and one of the best ways to trace its etymology is by fracturing the word into its Latin roots. You

know, for example, that a verdict is a jury’s finding in a trial. But breaking the word into its constituent
parts gives us a new insight:

\‘l‘erdictvr 12s :

'ETYMOLOGY
Word-Cracker

<t dict

verus dicere

to say true

Thus, to deliver a verdict is, in essence, to speak the truth. A number of English words are related to the
Latin verus. Starting with the most obvious, the list might look like this:

\
verify to prove the truth of by presentation of evidence or testimony \OQQV
verisimilitude | the quality of appearing to be true or real Aeto
veracity truthfulness e
aver to assert as a fact, especially in court Sl
very extremely, absolutely, truly
verily in truth; used in archaic expressions like, “Verily, | say unto you . . .”

The Latin verus is also the basis of several place names like Vera Cruz, which translates as “True Cross.”

It can also be found in high places like Harvard, whose motto is Veritas (Truth), and The Johns
Hopkins University, whose motto is Veritas Vos Liberabit (The Truth Shall Make You Free) . . .

A
I related to liberate ]

.. . and low places like National Lampoon’s Animal House motto, /n vino, veritas. In curricula,
nullus, which can be rendered, “In wine, truth. In school, nothing.”

CAUTION: If you see the root ver- in a word, don’t assume it means #ruth. Vermin, a word based on
the Latin vermis, meaning worm, can be anything from lice to roaches to rats.

Lesson 1: Free-style etymologizing can be dangerous!
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