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AUNT TITRIE

‘Qxor upon a time in ‘a small fishing village in Corn-
“wall there lived a devout end angry clergyman namned
Clement Shore. He wsas an ex-missinndry and had a
face almost entxrely encircled by whiskers, like a-
‘frilled ham. His w1fe, Mary, was small and weary,
‘and gave birth to three daughters, Christina, Titania,
‘and lastly Amanda, with whose birth she struggled
“to . long and sadly, and died, exhausted by the effort,
Amanda was my mother., On Christmas day 181,
,\%%;mdfather Clement himself died and my- Aunt Chris-
E;“\f. then aged ;sixteen, having arranged for what
fk::m'e there was to be sold, and the lease of the
h taken over, travelled to .London with several
tin trunks, a fox terrier named Roland and her two
'younger sisters age& respectively thirteen and eleven:
 They wezs. mat, ~dismailzs.« at Paddington by theirv
father’s stSter “sister Frnesta, a grev woman of
about fifty, who led them. w1thout prt e!t, m Lupus
Street, Pimlice, where with a cértain Gi iciency
she ran a lodging house for bachelors, 01‘:9 installed
they 'automatically became insignificant. but-important
cug-'\#:heels in the smeoth rimnfug _machj__x:bry of ti}f
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houSPQ“m&h&_,was very hi{g}fx anl redyectable. The
ghr. - o : them srared a sma. bedroom with Roland,
from whom they reﬁ}sed to be parte-:l,v and lived two
years of polite sla%ery iuntil ‘1A '\the spring of 1883,
Christina swldenly married James Rcders, Frnesta
.Shoreis -firsi-i lopr-Aront tenspt,; and . é%ng. -with', him
P40 -8~ small hovse -in Cajukerwell,. ta,kmgww;@h her
«Titenia and Amanda, . : o1 ) deeaaaiets
¢ oidames Togers.was a. gppd, mam anrx a.{uano tuner
:.."t'. b tizzoof s, warsiage, Jater ho depelopgdsingo
& trevelling agent for ;his firm,. .so. that,dwring: my
jehildhool. in the houze '-_'I. di@r;t( ;’?‘.?Pr;g‘i}"l}_:-“’.fj him,
_butyhe was mild texzpered and kind when he did hag~
' _pen: to, be at, homerand only ._.l__,d_rank Qccasionajvjy,u, and
-then)withoui, exuterance, .. : TR f
,,,,, -Aunt Christina was f.er:mdable, even when .yonp
snand wuled him firmly uniil the, da.y of, his. death; )he
{was lessssuccessful however ~with Aunt- I,xta.ma. .;nd
any mother, Apni: 'Ir’eama stayed the course for. aboub
a-year and then eloped to Manchester, with a . young
aaugic hall eemixam Jumaboy Potser‘ 1th whom, ihe
dived in sin fox, Lhen yEars to  the bitter sh me of Am,
+Christina. At he endsof this liaison she went on to
-the Btage a , 4fekE e company with fhree. other, dn"ls
“They -calle 1) themselves “The Four, Rosehuds” and
:danced and-sang through the music: ha.lls of anland
“Meanwhile my mother, Amanda, oont_m@d to hﬁ;g in
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Camberwelly heluing: \dlth theshousowork = J; ’ﬁvmg
very wekl antil 1888, &*ﬁfé’n Titans Ureapgesied « in
Nomdony; Eivathed cthe: ghitous G vhei Dliettey e
invited her to atheatricalsupper party at the Monicol
Amanda elimbed: out of het bedroom winlow and:ovew
the yard fenee in order toget there and never returns
edy Titania ‘on being- questioned later by.? Chrigtina’
stated thiat the last she'd ‘seen ‘of Amiands, she’ was’
sea‘el on the Kieé ‘of “an  Argentine with' a paper
firguan’s cap on Her head, blowing o squeaker, Titania’s’
recsliections ‘were naturally somewhat ‘vague as she!
Liad been drinking ‘@ gool deal and“left the" pm‘ty
efrly ‘on e stn‘eng‘-*h of “an "‘unpremeditated reunto:
with ‘Jusds Potter, Christina anxiously pu:r‘mel her
,fn_r:;lxes but’ could discover nothing” ‘about the Arge‘h-
ﬁe‘” naﬁoi‘y Rnew‘hls name, he had ap‘paren‘iy &rxfted
o the party, entn-el_\, umnvm,d Tinally when tWo
& had elépsel and shc was about 2fo g to the
police; ‘a telsiram arrivel from ‘Am‘mda. ‘saying ‘that”
she-was ‘at Ostend and that it was - lovely and that’
nohody: wag to_ to_worry “alont Her and that she iwas:
BeSEinG, AC fow wésks-liter o $hE T Witrs, briefly, this’
tinte from Brivdsels;y she‘shid sHe was’ '&:;mg with'a’
frrend', MHdare Vaulrin, thmce mldi
there were lots'6f otker g 13 ‘vt the ‘houR | and it was*
all g'-eat ft'n) and- nohody ww to WOy about her 48"

she wag very, very harpy Maekeag  2p-geld

——
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ot F%gg\years after that,, neither Titania not
Christ. n“heard‘nom her at au until Buddenly, just
before Christmas 1893, she appeared at Christina’s
house iﬁ-{x’amberwell in a carriage and pair, She was
dreszed superbly and caunsed a great sem3ation in the
nexghbourhood Christina received her coldly but finally

melted when “Amanda offeved to pay off all the in-

stalments on the new drawing-roum set and gave her
a cheque for twenty-five pounds as well, Titania by
this time had married Jumbo Potter 2nd Amanda
~ gave a family Christmas dinner party at the Gros-
venor Hotel where she was staying, and as a bonne
bouche at the end of the meal, produced an Indian
Prince who gave everybody jewellery. Bhe stayed in
London for six weeks and then went to Paris, 51311
with her Prince, and spent a riotous month or two

until finally she accompanied him to Marseilles whejf N\

he took ship for India leaving her sobbing pictu 2=
squely on the dock with a cabuchon emerald and a
return ticket for Paris, It was while she was on the
platform awaiting the Paris train that she met my
father, Sll‘ Mmg; -8 Daae-Jones. ‘He was a pmSpex-
ous-lool\md ‘man of about fifty, returning on leave
_from Dent . viswi’s wife and family in Exeter.
Howeve ke postponed his ho.necommg for three
weeks in oxder to enjoy Payis with Amanda. Finally
they paried, apparently without much heart-break, he

—=3

vy

ﬁi
.



—— S
—s—

for Fngland, and she far. Warsaw; whithe=-. ;-“’) had
besn invited by a Rusaisn gu’l sh:Fa met i brus-
sels, Nadia Kolenska. Nadm had been living laxuriously
in% Warsaw for a year as the guest of a young
attaché to the Fremch Embassy. Upon arrival in
Warsaw, Amanda was provided with a charming
soite of rooms and Seversl admirers, and was enjoying
herself greatly when to her profound irritation, she
discovered she was going to have a child.
. Bhe and Nadia, I believe, did everything they
oould think of to get rid of it but without success.
and 80 Amanda decided to continue to enjoy life for
as long as she could and then return to “ngland. Unfor
tunately, however, she left it rather late, and on a frozen
\xrar'_(nd in January, I was born in a railway earriage
Da 1rLewhere between Warsaw and Berlin. The reason
h)( .amy abrupt arrival several weeks earlier than was
ewaed was the sudden jolting of the train while
my mother was on her way ba.cix from the lavatory
to her compartment, She fell violently over a valise
that someone had left in the corridor, and-tWo Hows
n much to everyone’s emba'.i?ksmﬁl!ﬂind diséoin-
fort, I was born and laid in the luggage rack wrapped:
wn a plaid travelling rug. P
A week later Aunt Christina arrived in Berlin in-
response to a telegram, just in time to §ee my mother
die in a hospitfal ward. With her usual prompt.effi-



wl:t(ni were oomideeablé urﬂ\\}f&vﬂxg« zmder#mno&' that
there were Inoiisavings in hny binl, took e baek to
Engbind: with ‘her and’ensconsat me_in'Lov own' bedy
w0 - iR her new . hoadc, Ntm\bev I'#o Granbeﬁ'ir
Avenve; Keanington, o0 tow shosmd f,
gEryo[nS saw bra  g1o4i 3 Maver brs Breotio Biine

=~ My life-thiti) my Uncle' Jomngs “Rogets® desth in
1904 was 'ag evenifll for me as it.is'for jnest hiklren
who are learning tw walk and talicand becosie aware

- of thinds, (Arfew insidentsOvemaii’ in my mémory,
Notably, ' & meeting with' my “AuwstTitania wheh ‘T
was about thiee; She siels stiowsly of scont and Her .
‘hair was bright yellow, She bounced e ‘gaily. d&ﬂa&
knee wnsil T wiis sick,” after wifiol;” ghe’ seewied 38
lose interest in ‘me, T retiember ‘also, wheh_mﬁﬂ
Little older; 'my ' Unele Jim carie inte iy ¥oo.d 1w &t
night, ‘T awoke just in-time? o ‘seé Wint g6 over to thie
mantél fece dd" éﬁmi«w' tWo' green’ ‘GHina’ Fedes on%s
the ‘floor,” Ifcmi ' lor~udodisel ol ip dasegligepad!
AR Ob S ored too @41 Hinly Y Roouhl ingo s
ﬂeeg%mmhy\singingfhym fs%fbry» ‘and’ daying

_\?rayers ST BOTHOVAR bislg & w

T et i five T wad hedd fo ékﬁh&&ﬁg«r&n on
weelidny s and’ 4V Eimlay Schéolion Suhday aiterndons

A Miss Binee kept the Kinderghiten, " Bhe wore skiih




Blovises mth puffel =laeves and tavtar mz‘.e{, Ter
hair was done up over ‘a pad Twice s week we had
arawing lesdong and were‘ allowed to use coliired
chdlks, ¥ didn't care for any of the: o‘her chlldreh.
and dislikel the little’ gitls’ particalarly bedausa they
used to sqaablble during playtime, dnd pull ' éach’ o..her'a’
hair, and ery at the lsast th‘mg :
1 enjoyed the Sunday Schobl ituch more béénusé
we' used to stand in a ¢frolé and sing hymns, and tL.>
téxehier bad a large ilust¥ated” Bible which had o
picture of Cod the Father throwing & Hen out’ of
Heaven, and another one of Jesus, ‘With his apodtles’
Bitting’ at a largé table and eating’ rolis, :E'vérsibody
had bear&a and white nxgli’tng‘ns anr] Iookéd very

¥

{qw' j
" When I was nine, Unelé Jind died. A1l the blinds
’m #he house were pullsd down; afid wé walked abow
soiily as théugh he’ weve oﬁiy dslee’b and" we® were
aftaid of waking him. IS, theséi'vant; who had'only
been' with w8 for two weeks! trhiled up and down the
stairs’ mlﬁ'rubly with' woehs e tears” streaking hef
e Pethaps she’ cried’ ab? thM“ﬁ
Yerenvetient, Lowever remotie from {'~ or: pémm
she was merely frightenéd.. Eveén thé ce}} Feerel dex
resed and lay undér thé Sofh Fof howrs . -§7ac Giné
i’ a'sott of coms, Awit Christind toole e in to Bes
Thole Jim lying in bed ‘covéred with s’ sbeet” up: to
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his: chi“~bia_eyes were.closed, and his face wen yellow
like tallow, his uose look\evd/\:x'?;* though - soragone .had
pinched it. Aunt. Christina walked firmly up to the
bed, £nd having straightened the end of the sheet,
bent down and kissed him on the forehead so suddenly
that - ’m Sure he would have jumped if he had been
alive. Then she looked,across at me and said that
his spirit had gone to heaven. Outside in the street
-8 barrel organ, was playing and there were some chil-
dren yelling a little way off, but these sounds seemed
faint and unreal as though I were listening fo them
from inside a box.
.1 went to the funeral with Aunt Chrstms and
A'nn_,t 'I;tanga. in.a closed carriage which smelt strongly
of horses and leather, On the way Aunt T'é.\qu,' >
wanted. to smoke a cigarette but Aunt Christina w&s\
very angry and wouldn’t let her. I sat with my bdck
to the..horse. and watched them arguing about+ it,
sitbing side' by side . joggling 'slightly as the carriage
wheels bumped over the road. Finally Aunt Christina
sniffed loudLv and El_x_uj)wz: mouth in a Man&
refused to say anauher word, whereupon Aunt_Titania
leaned a. 11ttle forward and looked grandly out of the
.\mndow \mn we reaohad the Cemetery. I stood undef
", tree .wit_her while the actual buriel was going on
: and she gave .me some peppermints out of her muff,
When we. got home again we all had tea and: Irig
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“made some dripping toast, but the atmnsPherfﬂ was
strained, Aftcor tea, I went down to the iichen to
help Iris with the washing up snd we listened to the
voices upstairs getting angrier and angrier vntil finally
the front door slammed so loudly thatall the erockery
shook on the dresser, Presently we heard Aunt
Christina playing hymns and I didn’t see ‘unt Titenia
again for many years,

Soon after this I went to a day school in Stock=-

well, it wasn’t very far away and I used o go there—

in & ’bus and walk home. There was an enormous
“horse chestnut tree just inside the school gate and we
used to collect the chestnuts and put them on strings
and play conkers, They were rich shiny brown when
we first picked them up, like the piano in our front
room, but afterwards the shine wore off anl they
wert X't nearly 8o nice, I hated the headmaster who
wa.s:\iauouu =wnd had a very hearty laugh. He insisted
on everybody playing football and used to keep goal
himself, shouting loudly as he jumped about. One of
the under masters was freckled and kind and usel to

—pacon tny behind in the locl';‘é.v;"pz_rl~ ~“en I was
changing, Much as I disliked school, I disliked coming

home in the evenings still more, mv »-.rt wed;to sink
as I stood outside the front deer and watched Aunt .

Christina wobbling towards me through the coloired .
glass, She generally let me in without saying & word



T
and § wal to o siroight usshaiss’ o' ing biloom
sndxreaM’ g hmgﬁmrl; whtil Savper time,
because Ivis 187t at six @nd and there wéé-mbaayz!t“é
talk to. Auvnt-Christina salways said guace betore and
after meals, and regularly, <when we'd exmea%a}
the supper 'tlimss and piled them up ih'tbe'kitéhéﬁf
she used to ;lay Lyiins land make: e sing them with'
her. Sundays were particularlyawful hesause! T' had
0’ go fio Churchimorning and evening; a8’ well as 'to Sun~
day School i the afternoons.  The THoar iwas very
skinny -and while I lstened t5 Kis™ threaty' véice
seresching oufthe serfon T uséd to” amuse’ myself by‘
eovnting how wiany times his 'Adam's Apple’ bobbed
up and: down beliind his white Gollar. The Woman”
who alwvays: Bat: next to us had bwl feet ank‘the
whele 'pew smelsof heri
« ' -1 nsed to ask Aunt:Christina’aloat my mothe&j’but'
all she'd say was that Satan hiad o ik beofise Shawas
 wickel, anl wheneverI- asked about’ iy fathier slie sai&
he was dead an? that she hiad mever knéwn him,

- Atrthebeginningof 1906swheir F was ‘eloven, ﬁhmgs
bec:une evmgva Christina "50131?3“”“%’; |
loti:of modelling wax and made” dfigare of Jesus lging’
down, ther er shoruhivod ink o 16447 tooie fic6’ ‘blood,:

v*bu it soalad in. Tt wasn’t avery good Figive anyhew,
~ the fdace was howrid am& the arms’ matich too lofg, but' -
she-used to kiss it anid-croon ovey if, (nce shHe'tried to!
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apake. me kins.it hub L woulln’s, so-she turned me out
Jigto.gheyards, Isnyelall night in the swed  andoauglit
Lokl fterthet shewowlin’s syeals. to ime for days, i1
YR wnbanpy and made, phns iaboub running away, but

A :hadwt, gny,money and there was;nowhere o run..

Gg@gvemugwg;&yy}, 1 camerhome from schookand®

vaha. was inbed with a terribie. Jieadache; the next morn-
Ang awvhen I swentiin, to ber. oo, she Avas gasping snd
‘Baying sle.conkin's breathe, so-l-van ot and fetcheda
- rosigr, He said shorhad pnewmonia and -that we must
thate apuwterso, we,did, andthe nusse.ratiled aboutthe
Awuse, anlchked sher tongue adainst, her teeth aigood
rdezl. and yiashedeverything she conll. Three dayslater
,w, Wengell, the ., Vicar, came. and: stayed up in Aunt
1Chyis’* aa’rroom for atime, and p short whileafter he'd
\gq;érihernursg camerunning dowpinirsand said I was
oo fe;xoh ke, dogtor, Just a3 I.was leavingthe houseto
fetch hlmvlmwm, at;the. gate onkis way in..He went
Aipstairs guickly and an thour later he-and the nuxse came
«down jand fold me, that aay aunt had passelaway.
. Xie asked ne for Aunt Titania’s adduess,so we looke(
through At 5 Chuistine’s (e enpot. wtrsscmd (it} s
sent, hex g telogram, Laser that o fievnoon Uncle, Jumbo
.Polter-arrived and. interyiewedshe muvte,acd ientook
ime round jto the: doctor’s shouse, rand he tell ed to him
Sor aigaswhile I sat in the waitingiroon, and lookedat
-tbe people, who had gome to he vured; one little boy
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‘with a bandage round his head was whimpering and
his mother ¥ied to comfort him by telling him stories,
Presently Uncle Jumbo came out and tock me home
with himina cab, He lived in rooms near Victoria Sta~
tion. He told me that Aunt Titania wasn't living with
him any more and that she was in Paris singing ata
place called the Café Bardac, and that he was going to
send me to her the next day. That night I went with him
.1’;0 Shoreditch where he was doing his turn at the Empire,
I satin his dressing-rodm and watched him mdke up and
then he took me down on to the stage and let me stand
at the side with thestage manager, Uncle Jumbo was a
great favourite anl the audience cheered and clapped
the moment he walked on to thestage. He wore a vefy
small bowler hatand loose trousers and had a IRsge red
false nose. His songs were very quick indeed unkil it
came to the chorus, when he slowed dowq_q.nd_\ﬁd the
audience ‘joinin too. The last thing he did was a dance
in which his trousers kept nearly falling off all the time,
At Ehe end he had to go before the curtain and make

“a speech before th%ht him go, He took me.pstairs

-
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%\;?tth hiand 'mm‘ésséd, still very out of breath, Hesat
down quite naked and smoked a cigarette, and I watched
the hairon his (Rﬁ"glistnning with sweat as he breathed,
_He sskedme if I liked his turn and Tsaid I loved it and
he said, “Damned hard lot down here, can’t get a bloody
gmile out of’ em, pardon me,” After he’d taken his makes



Eqge
ap off and powdered his face and dressed we wenttaa
bar just opposite the Theafre and he dvank béer with
two gentlemen and a woman with a “white fur, then we
went home first in a ‘tram and then' a ’bus. I went to
sleep in the ’bus. When weé got to his rooms he gave
me a glass'of goda water and made up a bod for méon
the sofa,) \ :

The néxt morning Unele Jumbo took me back to Aunt
Christina’s house. The nurse was still there, and Mrs,
Harrison from next door, who kised me a lot and tell —
me to beabrave littlemsn and asked me if I would like
to come upstairs and see my dear - Auntie, but Uncle
Jumbo woulln’t let me, he said he didn’t holl with kids
looking at corpges because it was morbid,” He helped
me park my olothes and then we got a cab and drove
back to'Lis rooms. “Tn the afternoon he went out and
left glze alone :mdlt amused myself by looking at some
magézi’;gx anl a Ihrge album of photographsand preis
cuttings about Aunt Titania'anl Unele Jumbo, When
he ca:ne hael: he had a friend with him Mys, Fice. who
he saié would take me to the Station, as the train went
Tat eight o’closk anl he would b. —t the Theatre Ve <
Ricewus pretty and laughed a lot, We all made tosst,
and had tg,.x__ round the fire, Mys, Ri~s sat on Uncle’s
knee for o little' and ‘he winked at me'plaj'fi;lly over
her shouller ani said; “You tell ‘your Aunt Tittie how

pre‘ty Mrs, ‘Rice is; won’t’ you?’' whereupon she got.
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up and Baid, ' ‘Leave off, Jumbo, you oughi to he
ashamed” ;and.looked quite cress for & inuse. . ;U;;Qe
Jumbo; went off 4o .the Theatre at 5.30; he gave .me
dive pounds-and my ticket and said he had telegraphed

40 Aunt Tittie to meet me at the stasion. He kissed
e, quite affestionaicly and, said, ‘“Faney me being
fatherly!” Then he laughed loudly, tickled Mrs. . Rice
;andersthe . amms, and  went 'down the staiys whistling,
Whepghe’d gone ‘Mrs, Jice and I went back and sat
——"by the, fire. .She: asked wme ,a. lob of auestions about
Annt -Titanis -but 83.1 hadn’t seen’ her since Uncle
Jiw’s funeral I couldn’t answer them very well. After

a while ;she went to the = euphoard -and poured
~herself @ whisky and soda,,;and -while she was sipping
sitoshetold me all about her husband who usedfo beat
-her:and one night he tied der -to the bed in their
-rooms .in - Huddexsfield and kept, on throwing ih wet
:Bpenge; at (her: matil her- nightgown 38 TORKTG Wt
and /the landlady came: in -and stopped him, She said

» mhc’é;met Uncle Jumbo-in Blackpool: in the summer
f\\\&nd-fthat they used to go -onboafter the show and sit
: w‘mmﬁ ugss.-r " the. ameonlight, anl thén, hier
hmhnd -found:ont and: uhe‘e was .an awiul row, and
= hmnght hpr to I.Qndon on the- Sqnday and she hadn’s
- nﬁl dier imsband singe, bubsher believed he was still
on teur in-Miss Mittens and bopel to Gol he'd stay

-



