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Landscape of Wetlands— “Beautiful”

The blue water runs freely on the lden land, §
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is a natural and perfect transition of the aguatic and the terrestrial world
Be it water or earth, plants or animals, lower or higher forms of life, they all
here, interacting with and reinft

rcing each other. A unique and ur

wetland ecosystem is thus formed
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Wetlands, in addition to being critical ecosystems of the planet, are also
precious natural resources. They are valuable not only because of their unique
ecological functions, but also for their powerful productive functions, playing a
significant role in maintaining ecological balance, conserving biodiversity and
promoting sustainable economic and social development. In the meantime,
with their favorable ambience, appealing natural landscape and rich biodi-
versities, wetlands are also important recreational places for people to get
close to nature, thus making up important platforms for enhancing their eco-
awareness and promoting ecological civilization.

China ranks top in the world in its total wetland resources. The Second
National Wetland Resources Survey reveals that the total area of wetlands
in China amounts to 53.6026 million hectares, accounting for 5.58% of the
country’s land territory. Among this, 46.6747 million hectares, or 87.08% of
the total, are natural wetlands. Over the past years, the Chinese government
has attached great importance to wetland conservation, with effective meas-
ures taken in policy-making, project planning, technical supports, publicity
campaigns and international cooperation to yield impressive achievements.
Up to present, 577 wetland nature reserves and 429 state-level wetland parks
have been established, together with 46 wetlands that are designated as
Ramsar Sites. As a result, a fairly sophisticated wetland conservation system
is now in place to safeguard its eco-environment, fresh water supplies, as well
as to improve people’s livelihood.

However, due to such threats as pollution, overfishing, land reclamation,
invasion of alien species and sprawling development programs, complicated
by backlagging legislative efforts and insufficient financial inputs, wetland
conservation in China is still faced with daunting challenges. Problems like
shrinking sizes, functional degradation and diminishing biodiversity still persist.
In a word, conflicting demands for wetland conservation and socio-economic
development are yet to be tackled. We still have a long way to go to meet the
country’s strategic goals for promoting ecological civilization and creating a
beautiful China.

It is explicitly stated in the documents of the 18" CPC National Congress
that wetlands in China should be expanded to enhance its ecosystem stabil-
ity. This is an arduous task that requires the long-term commitments from

governments at all levels, in addition to the extensive, enthusiastic participa-
tion of the whole society. Publicity campaigns are particularly needed to public
awareness for wetland conservation, and hence mobilizing their interests for
such efforts.

Mr. Chen Jianwei has long been actively involved in biodiversity and
wetland conservation. Two ecological photo albums of his, A Single Drop of
Water—An Album of Ecological Photography and Diverse Forests of China,
have been published and positively commented by both ordinary readers
and professionals in relevant institutions. His latest album, highlights the
major wetland types and wetland fauna and flora with a rich stock of amazing
photos and concise illustrations from the perspectives of a professional con-
servationist and eco-photographer. Thorough reflections of him on wetland
conservation can also be found in the album. It will not only present readers
with breath-taking scenes in wetland landscape, but also be conducive to
enhanced awareness of the public concerning the significant roles played by
wetlands in China. It is hoped that, through this album, more individuals and
organizations in the society can be called on to get involved in China’s for-
estry, ecological conservation endeavors, to become the practitioners as well
as preachers for eco-conservation and eco-culture, in turn contributing their
due shares in building a beautiful China.

ZHAO SHUCONG
Administrator, State Forestry Administration, PRC
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