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Preface

This book is intended for readers who enjoy American slang,
idioms, proverbs, and expressions, or those who wish to learn them in
order to understand native speakers. This book is not a complete
compilation of American slang, idioms, proverbs and expressions by any
means, but rather, a compilation of some of the more widely used terms
and phrases. Its aim is to be a useful reference guide or for reading
pleasure.

Trademark / Copyright Notice: Product or corporate names may be
trademarks or registered trademarks, and are only used for identification
and explanation, without intent to infringe. American Tongue logos are a
Service Mark (™) of American Tongue Communications, all rights
reserved.

Neither this book nor any part may be reproduced or transmitted in
any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photo-
copying, microfilming, and recording, or by any information storage or
retrieval system, without prior permission in writing.

The consent of American Tongue does not extend to copying for
general distribution, for promotion, for creating new works, or for re-
sale. Specific permission must be obtained in writing from American
Tongue Communications for such copying.

Direct all inquiries to American Tongue at: derek@americantongue.com

Copyright (©) 2014, American Tongue Communications

All rights reserved.

www.americantongue.com
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American slang can be described as informal speech consisting of
words or phrases that are unique to American culture. Just as American
culture is constantly changing, so is its language. Undoubtedly, every
native speaker has used slang at some time or another. It is virtually
impossible to avoid using or reading slang in daily life in the United
States.

Attention: Some slang is inappropriate in certain situations. That’s why
you see the word “caution” after some of these slang words. Some slang
is considered to be vulgar .

vulgar® = impolite or considered a swear word. Don’t use it in business
or with someone who might be offended.
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EIEFOHB “Caution” FH, RRTUKXFEEHA, FLE
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vulgar” R A : RALSLEy, HMGIEE, EEXBESRAE
HERREAXXEE, ARLFRAEA,
airhead

[ # 3 ]a person who is a little stupid or unable to concentrate.

[ B%] ) 'm such an airhead today. I forgot to bring my lunch to

work.

aka.:
[ # X ]also known as ( pronounce each letter a-k-a). Used for
someone or something with two names.

[ #1/5] ) His name is Derek Davis-a. k. a. American Tongue.

all about .

[ # %] This recently became popular. Use it before an interest or
something that you desire.

[ #1%]) He’s all about his job these days. He never stops talking

about what he does at work.
all-out ;

[ % X ] used as an adjective to mean a person or a group works very
hard at something.

[ %] ] The employees at that company are making an all-out effort
to survive the recession.
ammunition ;

[ % 3 ] toilet paper.

[ Bi5] ) Help | We're completely out of ammunition |

_— 2 —
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anal;
[ # X ] easily upset over small problems; in total control.
[ %] ) Rosie is a little anal when it comes to her garden. It doesn’t

have a single weed in it.

armpit ;
[ # X ]dirty, unappealing place.
[ %)) ] This cheap motel is an absolute armpit |

artsy or artsy-fartsy .

[# X ]A person or thing that tries too hard to show off artistic
qualities.

[ 51)/5] ) There were all these artsy-fartsy people at the party, so we lefi.

asap:
[ # 3] as soon as possible. Spoken as “A-sap” or pronounce each
letter “a-s-a-p”.

[ B4] ]I have to get this letter mailed asap.

[BX]1.a mean person; someone who doesn’t cooperate.
2. someone’s butt or rear end. ( Galition: a little vulgar, but it’s not a
swear word if you choose to use it. )

[ #1%]]1. Don’t be such an ass. Just let me borrow your car for a
couple of hours !

2. Her ass looks big in those jeans.

awesome ;

[ 8 X ] great and impressive.

[ #4] ) Avatar was truly an awesome movie !
baby ;

[#3]1. a person who complains all the time, or someone who

- §



always gets what he or she wants. 2. a person that you like, love, or are
attracted to. 3. something that’s valuable to you.

[ #%])1. I hate playing baseball with that guy. He’s such a big
baby when he loses.

2. Hey, baby, let’s go out to dinner tonight.

3. Take a look at these babies. (apples) I bought them at the grocery
store today.

baby boomer :

[ # % ]a person born from the end of the Second World War until
the early 1960s.

[ %] ) Bill was born in 1961, so he’s considered a baby boomer.

bad
[ # X ] good or tough. ( African-American slang)
[ %iI/5] ) He thinks he’s so bad now that he got those new shoes.

badmouth :

[ # % ]to say something bad about someone.

[ %] ) She was heard badmouthing her boss and that’s why she got
fired.
baggage .

[# % ]a burden, problem or responsibility that a person carries
with them in life that may affect others.

[ %1%] ) Bob likes me and wants to go on a date. But, he is divorced
with 3 kids, he’s not financially secure and drinks too much. He has too
much baggage for me |
bail ;

[ # X ]to leave someone without helping; to abandon.

[ #1417 ) Don’t bail on me, man ! I really need you to help me |
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bail out:
[ # X ]to help or provide financial assistance.
[ B1%] )1 need $100. Can you bail me out ?

baloney :

[ # X ] nonsense ; something stupid.

[ %% ) She wants me to work this weekend ? | That’s a bunch of
baloney.
bang :
[ # 3 ]1. a very powerful thing. 2. a powerful effect.

[ #1%]])1. Disneyland is really a bang !

2. Japanese sake has a real bang !
barf

[ # X ] throw up, vomit; to have a negative reaction.

[ #1151 )1 almost barfed when I saw the accident. There was blood
and guts everywhere.
barfly .

[# ] a person who is always at a bar, usually someone who
drinks a lot of alcohol at a bar.

[#14])A: You've been a real barfly lately. What’s up ?

B: Well, I don’t start work until the afiernoon now, so I can stay up
late.

beat ;

[ B X ]tired.

[ B4] ) It’'s been a long day. I'm beat !
beat the hell out of ;

[ B %] to win easily in competition or a game. ( “heck” is a good
substitute for “hell”. Some conservative religious people really don’t like

to hear the word—ever. )
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[ #1451 ) Did you see the Twins play last night ? They really got the
hell beat out of them.

beats me:
[ £ 3 ]1 don’t know.
[ B4])A: Who was the 36th President of the United States ?
B: Beats me. Why don’t you look it up online 7
beer belly .
[ # % ]a big stomach from drinking too much beer.
[#%4])If you party a lot, you have to start worrying about
developing a beer belly after the age of 40.
be good ;
[ & X ] good-bye, usually when the absence is long.
[#14])A: Bye. See you later.
B Okay. Be good. Ill call you next year.

better half:

[ # % ] a husband or wife.

[ %)/5] ] Before I buy this car, I'm going to have to talk to my better
half.
big brother :

[ # % ]the government. This is a reference to the George Orwell
novel, 1984, critical of authoritarian government.

[ %i4] ] Big Brother does his best to keep people from doing drugs,
but he can’t completely prevent this behavior.
big deal;

[ % X ]a big problem; something serious.

[ #51%] ) She came in late to work today, but her boss told her it was

no big deal because the restaurant wasn’t busy.
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biggie

[ # 3 ] a big problem; something serious. (same meaning as big
deal)

[ #511%41] ] She came in late to work today, but her boss told her it was
no biggie because the restaurant wasn’t busy.
big guy:

[ # X ] often used when saying hello to a friend. Usually used
by men.

[ %] ) Hey, big guy ! What’s going on ?
big of .

[ 8 %) good; admirable.

[ #11/5) ) It was big of him to apologize for his mistake.
big money :

[ # ] a lot of money.

[ #51%] ) It’s going to cost big money to get our car fixed.
bite the bullet: .

[ # % ] do something that’s difficult but important.
[ #11%] ) Next year I'll have to bite the bullet and start looking for

another job.

blast .

[ # X ]a good time; something fun.

[ #4] ) This new video game is such a blast !
blah blah blah .

[ # X ] used when someone talks too much or used in place of a lot
of words. .

[ #5]4] ) The teacher went on and on, blah blah blah, about how
important it is to study.
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bling :

[ # ] jewelry or expensive items that a person uses to show off a
car, a house, or oneself. This word originates in hip-hop music and
culture. Sometimes “bling” takes the form of dental work.

[ Bil%] ) He’s got so much bling on him he needs a security guard.

blow away :
[ # % ]to make a big impression.
[ %] ) The band was awesome ! They blew everyone away !

blow one’s mind :
[ # 3] to make an impression on an intellectual level ; something is
interesting.

[ #1143 ) It blew my mind to see how many people came to my party.

bomb:

[ # % ]to do a bad job, especially on a test.

[ #51)/a] ) After she bombed the test, the teacher let her take it over
again and she got a better grade.

bonkers;
[ 8 ] crazy.
[ #4] ] Waiting in traffic makes me go bonkers !

booboo ;
[ # X ]1. a mistake or an accident. 2. an injury.
[ Bi%] ] 1. I made a booboo on my driving test , but I still passed !
2. Susie fell down and got a booboo on her leg.

boobs :
[ # X ]a woman’s breasts. (use with gal

mixed company it might be better to say “breasts”. )
[ #1%]] Wow ! She has big boobs.

n. It’s not bad but in
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booger :
[ B X ] the stuff that’s inside your nose. ( caution)
[ 51]/5]] When the little girl sneezed, a big booger flew out of her

nose.

book :
[ # % ]1. to make a reservation; 2. to leave a place quickly.
[ #1457 ) 1. I booked a flight for Las Vegas next weekend.
2. The police are here ! Let’s book |

booze

[ # X ] alcohol.
[ $%] ) Pick me up some booze on your way home.

brain(s) :
[ﬁ )‘(]intelligence; a smart person.
[ %] ) The brain of the class always gets the best grades.

bread .

[ % X Jmoney, cash.
[ #1%4]] Can I borrow some bread ? I need to pay the rent.

breeze :
[ # ] something that is very easy.
[ #il45] ) Although it might look hard, it’s a breeze to learn how to

drive a car.

brew .

[ 8 % ]1. coffee. 2. beer.

[ %] ]1. Every morning Dave needs a fresh cup of brew to get him
going.

2. Do you want another brew, dude ?

brewski :

[ # X ] beer.
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[ B14] )1 love drinking brewskies !
brownie points;
[ % X ) credit for having done something good.
[ Bi%])] He'll get brownie points from his wife if he cleans the

bathroom.

buck .

[# 3] a dollar, money. Still quite commonly used. The word
originates from early American settlers who traded with native Indians for
furs.

[BA]) Il give you ten bucks if you can give me a ride to the
airport.

B.S. .

[ # 3¢ ] (abbreviation) G&lifioN: although you only use the initials,
everyone knows what they stand for.

[ %)) ] That’s @ bunch of B. S| You're lying to me |

bummer :
[ # %] a bad situation; something depressing or sad.
[ #1%] ) I'm sorry you lost your job. That’s a bummer.

bum (one) out:
[ # X ](verb) to make someone feel sad.
[ #5157 ) Let’s not see a movie that bums us out. I want to see

something funny.
burn out .

[ % X ] to feel overworked or stressed. This results from working too
much.

[ #1%4] ) Todd is starting to feel a little burned out from his job as a

lawyer.



_ e American Slang

buzz .

[ # X ]a little high from drugs, alcohol, or caffeine.

[B4]]) Jerry got a big caffeine buzz off of his espresso. Does
drinking coffee give you a buzz 7
call it quits:

[ # 3¢ ] stop working and, maybe, leave the place where you work.
Also, call it a day.

[ %1/5] ] We called it quits after a 10-hour day and went out for a few

beers.

can do:

[ # X ] completely possible. Also used in the negative—no can do.

[ 4] ) This company needs a can-do attitude if it wants to be
successful.
catch-22 ;

[# X ]an impossible situation with no easy solution; a
contradiction; illogical reasoning. This is a reference to a book, Catch-
22, written by Joseph Heller about a bureaucratic military during World
War II. This is hard to use, and it’s often misused, but it remains
popular.

[ #9147 ] The harder I work, the more money I pay in taxes. It seems
like a catch-22.

check it out:

[ # X ]look at this; this is interesting; listen to me.

[ 4] ] Check it out ! I got the new Google phone !
cheesy :

[ # %] something kind of cheap; an appeal to popular taste in
decorating and entertainment ; not of high quality—sometimes regarded as

an insult.

[ $1%3] ) Where did she find that cheesy old picture ? It looks like
— 11 —



