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INTRODUCTION

Name

China is one of the oldest countries in the world, the
mother of civilization in Eastern Asia. In the course of
her long history of four thousand years, she has assumed
different names, such as the Han 3, Tang Fguand Taching
K Empires, swmfymo the different dymstles that at
various periods held sway within her limits. To the outside
world, she is always known by the Sanskrit 5 f# name,
China % . Three years ago, a revolution broke out in this
ancient land resulting in the establishment of a republic.
The republié is now known as the Chung Hwa Min Kwo
sp3ER B, or the Republic of China, thus doing away with
the usage of applying the dynastic name to the land.

Position and Area

In extent, the Republic is practically the same as
the Taching Empire before the Revolution. It-stretches
From--109--t0-539% north-Jatiludes-and from 74° to 134°
- longitude.east..of . Greenwich ¥z ERRBRXE. From
west. to east, if stretches from the Pamir Sfeppe DOK 8 v JAE
to-the Pacific Ocean JxZBPE, and from south to north, from
the Island of Hainan J#Fi§Es to Russian Siberia PE{AFIZE.
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It has_ a totll area 0f-4-°48,35\2 square miles and a thnvmg

populatlon, commonly estimated at 400,000, 000 souls. Tt
ranks as the fourth largest country in the world. In shape,
the Republic is like a great triangle with the Island of
Hainan as its apea. ‘

Political Dlmsmns

4(,¢

The politzcal dxvmons of China are/\@hma Proper or
the Eighteen Province9 Manchuria ¥, Mongolia ¢,

@hinese Turkestanﬁg,cW,\ and Kokonor i

The following table "§ive§ the names of the different

divisions together with the capitals and area.

Divisions Short Name Capital Area in square Ui

Chihli Yen  Tientsin 458,694
TR ®  Fn

Fengtien Feng Chengte (Mukden) 310,000

VBR # A A et

Kirin Ki Kirin 954,129
Hbk W FR :

Heilungkiang ~ Hei Lungkiang (Tsitsihar) 1,555,200
AR = REIL  (CHE%GT)

Kiangsu Su Nanking 346,277

» {3 i (1555 :

Anhuei Wan Hwaining 377,114

K A T
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. Table Continued

Divisions Short Name Capital Area in square li

Kiangsi Kan  Nanchang 5 561,619
Ly W WHE

Chekiang Yueh  Hanhsien (Hangchow) 304,654

i B B W

Fukien Min Minhou  (Foochow) 299,609

« RRAE B BE Gam)

Hupeh Chu Kianghsia (Wuchang) 548,192
e 2 IH (@R8) .
Hunan Sian  Changsha 578,333
L] i 304

Shantung Lu Licheng (Tsinan) 418,366

"I B JE ()

Honan Pien  Siangfu (Kaifeng) 524,609
O] ik WERF (FAH)

Shansi Tsin ~ Yangku (Taiyuan) 437,856
(117} =) [ (KR

Shensi Tsin Changan  (Si-an) 524,492
Y] E 3 & (R

Kansu Lung  Kolan (Lanchow) 976,189
il Bt L3 NP

Sinkiang Sin Tihwa (Urnmutsi) 5,511,041

| H it (BRATE)
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Table Continued

Divisions * Short Name Capital Area in square U

Szechwan Tsu Chengtu 1,299,797
)i e JLAR

Kwangtung Yo Fan-yu  (Canton) 618,290

R L wE RN

Kwangsi Kwei  Lingkwei (Kweiling) 607,841
] :3 [ 23 (EEE)

Yunnan Tien  Kangming (Yunnanfu) 640,150
% ’ORW O (ERRD |

Kweichow Tsien Kweichu 502,256
M " W

Mongolia Kurun 9,022,617
B L hfe

Tibet Lhasa 3,664,484
Wik rhgE

Kokonor , Si-ning 2,400,000

ik ()

Population

Until a census of the country is taken figures regard-
ing the population of China are all based upon estimates by
different authorities. Those accepted by the Maritime

(ustoms are as follows :—
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Mznchuria- - 17,000,000
Chihli 29,400,000
Shantung 38,000,000
Szechwan 79,500,000
Hunan 22,000,000
Hupeh 34,000,000
Kiangsi 24,534,000
Anhuei 36,000,000
Kiangsu 23,980,000
Chekiang 11,800,000
Fukien 20,000,000
Kwangtung 32,000,000
Kwangsi 8,000,000
Yunnan 8,000,000
" Other provinces (Shanst,
Shensi, K'msu, " Honan,
Kweichoyw) 55,000,000
Total ... 439,214,000
3, Mountains

Vlewed as a whole, Chma is the most varied country
in the world, mountains, phteaux vallcye and plains giving
place to each other in rapid succession. Broadly speaking,
all the mountain chains of China are more or less related
to the Chungling 54§ or the Pamir Steppe, the

the World.”

Yoof of
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In the north, we find the Tlenshan-Altal System Kl
P #HE —F, which dom‘fnates Sinkiang and Mongolia, and
which, after forming parts of the northern frontier of China,
runs through Russian Siberia to the Ber;ng Strait 54k

Next we have the Kuenlun Eﬁ' and Himalaya
Z IS HEHR Ranges, extending in a west to east direction, the
former to the north, and the latter to the south, of Tibet,
until they join to form the series of highv plateaux in
Szechwan and Yunnan, to which the name of Chinese Alps
has been given.

In the east, the e are the three important mountain
chains, the Inshan & ; Peiling JL&&, and Nanling #%%,
which divide China Proper into a number of river basins.

The mountains of the Inshan Range are known as the
Chilian Sh@ @ﬁﬂj in_the north of Kokonor, and as the
Holan Shanjﬁﬁm in_the north of Kansu. They receive
thé name of Inshan when they cross the north of Shansi
and. Chihli, whence they extend in-a broken line until -they
terminate near. the head. waters. of .the- Noum—‘ﬂﬂ:fm

wurn Their offshoots include the Tgba.u(, j;i;, the
Sunling 4%, and the Changpei Shan Eéﬂj mountains.

The Peiling mountains Wctmg- from Tibet separate
Kansu and Szechwan,- extend through Shensi, Honan, and
Anhuei, receiving -different names at -different places, and
finally disappear near Lake Hungtze Zt#{p).  They form



INTRODUCTION 7

‘the - water-sheds betweenthe- Yel}ow RiverF§{nf —andthe
Yang'tze Kiang BF{L, the two-greatest rivers of China.

Along-the-south-bank-of the Yangtze Kiang, stretches
the.Nanling,..the.. ih;xd.u.nge..ﬁnnmlunnan,._i;a..ﬂhakmng
ineluding - the - Mwolmgwﬁnﬁ,— Tsyukng*ﬁﬁwm;ng
Hi¥], and Bohea JR#3 mountains. . Many of these mountains
are famous for their scenery and give rise to a number of
rivers.in.South China, of which the Sikiang WL or West
River. is. the largest. |

Rivers

As already stated, the Yellow River and the Yangtze
Kiang are the two greatest rivers of China. The.Yellow
River. rises-in Kokonor and. passes through Kansu watering
the—Ordos-—country. {WZZEN B L RE and making it the
richest district in Mongolia. . From the Hungtao Shan gt 11
in-northwestern Shansi, it runs south forming the bonndary
between-Shansi-and Shensi-as far south as Tungkuan & H.
Unable.to.cut.its way through the Peiling, the river now turns
east, slsifr;‘,ing the foothills of the mountains of north Honan
until-it-reaches.the great Honan plain at Kishui jgzK. From
this-point it-eontinuesin a-northeasterly direction and flows
into the sea at Litsien Ft on the northern coast of Shantung.

The-Yelow-River-is-2.500-miles-in length. It receives
~ many tributaries, the largest of which are the Tatung KB {F
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and the Tao JWf in Kansu, the Wei River {#sK in Shensi,
and the Feng River gpsK in Shansi. Tt has been called
“China’s_Sorrow,” because it often overflows its Banks,
causing_inestimable loss of life, and property. Tt is of little
use to COID“IGICQ, as itis <hole<l with sand-at. Anany pla.ces

'11le ldng:{uc Kiang is both a pmauc:: of wealth and an
artery of commerce. 1t is 500 miles longer than the Yellow
River and like the latter it takes its rise in the mountains
in_Kokonor. In Szechwan it is known as the. Puluichu
AiEE3E and in Yunnan as the Chinsha Kiang £WHIL. In
Hupeh it receives the name of Chang Kiang J&{L, the Long
River. TFrom its mouth at Shanghai k#§ to Hankow 3% 1.
large stgg;gggs_@an.llgyigate safely—a distance of 600 miles.
Between Hankow and Ichang ‘B B, only launches or light
draught steamers can ply. With a network of tributaries,
the Yangtze Kiang drains Szechwan, Hupeh, Hunan, Anhuei.
Kiangsi, and Kiangsu, and along its banks: there are many
towns and Treaty Ports which handle the larger portion of
China’s trade. Thanks to the lakes in the Yangtze basin,
there-is less danger of overflowing fvom. this river than from
the Yellow Riverin the north, The West River rising in the
Wumung - mountains  B%éHlJ, drains Yunnan, Kweichow,
Kwangsi, and Kwangtung. It flows into the sea at Canton

and is useful for purposes of commerce.
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Other notable rivers of the country are :—

1. The Liaoho 3. of Fengtien, which. falls into.the
Iiaotung-Grulf -5 3 -

2. The Kuho 3&if in Chihli, which flows into the
Ghulf of Chihli. 5 SRk ;

3. The-Chientang. Kiang. g¥3{T. .in Chekiang, which
flows-into the Hangchow Bay ki JHisihs-

4. The Minkiang BJJL of Fukien, which flows into
the-sea.at Foochow ; and

5+ The great- Amur River JABEJL in. Manchuria, which
flows-into-the Strait.of Tartary FEXH Mg,

The Yenisei 3 J@2E] and the Obi RER in Siberia, the
Indus EEE and the Brahmaputra JEGHEAHIL in India
ENEE, the Salwin ERR in Buma f4), and the Mekong
PEIL in Tonquin %@, all rise in' the mountains of China.

Of rivers that flow into salt lakes, the Tarrim JEH A and
the Ili 4% in Sinkiang, the Chardam 3g5&Z in Kokonor,
and the Jabkau |, 78§ in Mongolia are the largest. e

The following table shows the average elevation of the

various regions above the sea level :—

China Proper ;

Yellow River Valley 2,000 feet.
Yangtze ,, 5 15500 5,
Wothosiin s, e T 000 s

Chekiang and Fukien 1,500 ,,
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Chihli and Kouwai 5000 feet

Mongolia 5,000 ,

Manchuria L0000,

Sinkiang 3,000 %,

Tibet 13,000 .,
Lakes

Wherever a_lake receives the waters ‘qirf_":},r\iymd
passes them out in the same manner, it remains fresh like
the river that feeds it. La}{e Tungtlnb qREE in Hunan,
Poyang ERES in Kmngm,.Talhu ;kiﬁ and Chohu #35 in
Kiangsu, Hungtze g8 in Anhuei, and Kangmin B and
Erhai ﬁﬁ»tiannah, are lakes of this kind.

and.K.a.musugnL Qém%m in_Mongolia, are the largest

(both nor and gol signify lakes).

Islands, Bays, a.nd Gulfs

China 11'1%1 long coast line extending over a thousand

miles and is stiidded with hundreds of islands. The-largest

tww%mw the-coast. of Fukien, a Japanese
WW&Q&,«—-&E}J Hainan g off the coast of

Ksvangtung. Of the smaller islands, Hongkong. 75k, a
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British Colony, Amoy JEPH, a treaty port, and Chusan i gl
are the most.important.  The large island ,of Tsungming £ H
off the coast of Kiangsu is the gift of the Yangtze. /

HONGKONG AND HARBOR

The numerous gulfs and bays along the coast afford
many excellent harbors. Commencing at the south, we
give them in the following order: the Gulf.of. Tongquin
e, Tungan By {28, Taichow Bay g San
MunBay. =9, Hangchow Bay FiMHi#, Kiaochow.Bay
JBME, the-Gulf-of Chihli ##§, and_the Liaotung Gulf
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Seas and Straits

The Yellow Sea Fg#g is in the east of Shantung;
the Eastern—Sea Hi#g, east-of Chekiang and Fukieni—and
the China-Sea Jg#i§, south of Fukien and Kwangtung.
The Formesa-Strait. ¥ which separates Formosa from
Fokier;-joins-the-Hastersand-China-Seas. The Strait of
Hainan FRMNHFEEE - separates the Island of Hainan from
Kwangtung,.and the Pescadore Channel #5#, the Pescadores
WE from Formosa. Nimrod Sound Bl possesses
some. natural advantages /and.promises.to.be_one_of the
hases.for.the.Chinese.navy.of.the.future. /

%09 People

Accor ?nq to tradition, the Chinese cam?‘ to this country
from the northwest at a very re?note p\:;‘I;)d They settled %
“'Llong the banl\s?of the Yello;v River, and e:;g;;;rred them-
SGIV(;S(;’ in agricultural pursuits. Their wars with the
éb&%ﬁézes were constant and desperate and through their
z@lor and industry, they succeeded in gradually driving the
latter southward.

For a long time, the Chinese were contented with
the Yellow River valley where the loess 50il produced more
than enough for their needs. But when they advanced

into the Yangtze valley and the territory to the south, ihe
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aborigines had once more to give up their hames. The
result was that the Miaotze #§+ and other tribes are to-day
chiefly found in the Miaoling and the adjacent territory.

For the transportation of rice from the Yangtze basin
to the north the Chinese constructed a canal JE{E 600
miles long connecting Hangchow with Peking, and for
the protection of themselves against the Mongols, they
built a wall 5,000 miles long from Shanhaikuan g
in the cast to Kiayukuan FEWEEH in the west.

The Mongols, Manchus, Tibetans, and the Turks are
all non-Chinese races. At one time or other, these
non-Chinese races were the conguerors of China or of
parts of the east country. The conquerors in war, however,

have Lecome the conquered in peace.

Religion
No higher religion was known among the Chinese
than the worship of '111;%301'9 and nature. Confucius F,5~
and Laotze EF bjpih tried to rggorx%l the world by the
introduction of a strict system of morality, They tell us the
proper relation Letween man and man but say nothmv as to
the relation between man and God. It is the co'mmptzon of

J/,

later ages that has given to their systems a reltgzous aspect:

And the Chinese Buddhism @p#k of to-day is not the same
Buddhism that was brought from India in the Han Dynasty.
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Nothing, therefore, is further from the truth than the state-
ment that there exist in China side by side the three
religions of Confucianism 4§, Taoism 3§, and Buddhism Jg.
It would perhaps be nearer the truth to say that a mixture of
the three is the religion of the Chinese. This is borne out
by the fact that in every Chinese funeral proz\:‘éjsjlon, such as
is so frequently seen in a large town in China, no matter how

long or short the procession may Te, there are always bands

‘THE LAMA TEMPLE AT PE IING
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of Buddhist and Taoist I;riests etﬁ%}loyed to say prayors in
behalf of the degg{sed, and these priests are employed
not by Buddhists or Taoists, but by Confucian;.\sts‘ The
Mongols, Manchug, and Tibetans believe in a de’g;lsécj form
of Buddhism, called Lamaism pi#ji#k. They worship their
Lamas as the reprisen%‘tz’ves of Buddha. The Turks are
Mohammedans [Zk$E.

Government

As already pointed out, a republic has dawned upon
China. Yuan Shih Kai 3] is elected President for a
term of six years. The;_e is as yet no permanent constitu-
tion F{H: which a:sré%nfg;( the present form of government.
We are still in the transition period JEBPERF4L, and nothing
definite anc{l pgrmanent in regard to government has been
settled. Sz%rlché'zt to say that weﬁéul at present in place of
the Emperor a President who ug‘i(e% s much of his powers
and p‘%jré

In‘w%;e provinces, the offices of the Prefects &jff
are aboﬁs ed. There are no more prefectures [ﬁ-/énitjpro-
vinces 4, intendancies 3§, and hsiens §§ or (}istricté; At
the head of the province is the Ch'un An Sze JRF{E or
Civil Governor. In mﬂi&’ry matters, the Chiang Ch’un J§57

or Military Governor func%iogg in his stead.

i F oL

rms some of his duties.



