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Abstract: Chinese idioms, as common language phenomenon, have ignited numerous

scholars™ interests and prompted them to make abundant descriptions and
analyses. All these, however, were done mostly under the studies of
structural, semantic, pragmatic and rhetorical approaches. Few of them
were explored from cognitive point of view. In order to explain the
production mechanism of ABAC idiom constructions, this paper proposes the
CBA Model which is combined by Cognitive Reference Point Theory,
Blending Theory and Autonomy and Dependence Theory based on the
Construction Grammar Theory. The research objects of this paper are

Chinese ABAC idioms which have four-character structure. Based on the
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network software the fourth edition of Chinese Dictionary’s * idioms’ , 908
ABAC idioms have been selected to form a closed corpus. They are analyzed
with a qualitative and quantitative method.

Key words: chinese ABAC idiom construction; cognitive reference point theory;

blending theory; autonomy and dependency theory
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