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Abstract

The Report on Development of Rural-to-urban Female Migrants is the first blue
book in China which focuses on rural-to-urban female migrants. Our research team
has conducted field study in Guangzhou, Beijjing, Wuhan, Xi’an, the four main
cities where migrants comparatively densely populated. During the research, we have
carried out on-site investigations in which over 3000 validated questionnaires were
collected. In-depth interviews were also conducted with nearly 300 people. This
report has analyzed the current living status and the restrict factors to the development
of rural-to-urban female migrants and has tried to put forward some suggestions on
social services and social policies. By examining on the transregional domestic industry
that employed a large percentage of rural female migrants, the research could be seen
as an innovation in contents of the study of the professional development of female
migrants.

From families to society, the rural-to-urban female migrants have realized a
quantitative change to the development of themselves. However, restricted by some
reasons, they have achieved few breakthroughs, which restrained the development
process on quantity accumulation. This was the current situation confronted by the
rural-to-urban female migrants in mainland China. The group of migrant women was
living under the social background of the transitional period or turning point in the
modernization of China. The biggest opportunity to achieve leap-forward
development is realizing thorough urbanization. But the weak capability and the lack
of available accesses are the realistic difficulties for rural women to urbanize. On the
one hand, as most of the rural-to-urban female migrants were the new generation of
migrant workers, who lived far from their original families, the fetter by their families
and social class cursing resulted in the frequent failure in urban-rural integration. On
the other hand, in terms of the female adolescents who were still in school or at
work, the research has shown that living in the cities were actually not very difficult

for them, although they might be too young to worry about the issue of
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development.

By the fact that most of the domestic workers are rural-to-urban female migrants
in mainland China, to promote the professional development and decent work for
female migrants, we should focus on such dimensions as the working principles and
fundamental human rights, equal employment and productive employment, social
protection and social dialogue, from which to strive for institutional and social
support. Up tll the present moment, the promotion of decent work of the domestic
workers has been heavily hindered in legal, institutional, social, individual and family
dimensions. Comparatively, the dimension of top-level design and system
arrangement, the dimension of policy implementation, supervision and feedback, and
the dimension of individual efforts are three dimensions in which we should make a
difference to promote the professional development and decent work of rural-to-urban

female domestic workers.
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