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Chen Shudong

Wag bor in 1964, he 1g a native XT'an. Shanxi Province. Alier graduatec from the
Department. of Fine Artg Department. Beiling Film Academy . he attended gradudate
programs at China Central Academy ol ine Arts: Today . Chen ig a member of
China Arliste Associalion. a council member of China Ofl Painting Society. a
member of National Youlh Artists Committee ol China. e now works with the

Culture and Arts Studio af Chinese Peaple” s Armed Police Force.

A frequent award winner, Chen's oil paintings had been exhibited in a slew ol
major exhibiliong. such ag winning a gilver prize al the 10th Nalional Fine Arts
Fxhibition, firgt prize qn. the 3rd National Art kixhibition of Young Arlists. silver
medal of the T1th National Fine Arlg Works Exhibition. s works were selected
to tour in the US. Russia. South Korea, Japan, France, Hong Kong and Macau.
Large scale oil painting “One Million Mighty Army Crossing the Great River”

was adopled o the fine arte project of major historical events. He also published
a number of paintings and arlicles in periodicals, newspapers and websites .
including Fine Arts, Pine Arls Observation, Chinese Qil Paintings, China' s Atts
magazines and People's Daily, Guangming Daily, Chinese Culture Daily, People's
Liboration Ay Daily., (he Xinhua News Agency , China Central Television Station

as wellas Hong Kong —based Takungpan, Phoenix websites.

Chen paid a visit tour to 60 or so world—class galleries in Europe. such as
Louvie Museum, Centre National d'art el de Culture Georges Pompldou. other
on invikation. Aboul 60 of his paintings are housed by Nalional Arl Museum
of China, China National Museum, Military Museum of Chinese People's
Revaolulion, Jiangsu Provineial Arl Museum . Shenzhen Art Musewmn . Hunan
Provincial Art Museum, China Cenlral Academy of Fine Arts Museum, China Oil
Paintings Mugeum as well as some govertunental departments including Military
Commigsion of the CPC Cenlral Committee, Organizalion Department of CPC
Central Committes, Publicity Department of the CPC Central Commitles, Ministry
of Culture. Greal Hall of the People. Chinese Modern Culture Research Cenler,

Tsinghua University. Taipei Fine Arts Museun and Mongolian governmenl.

www.chenshudong.com
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FOREWORD

To sum up his achievement in il painting during the past 20 years, Chens Shadoneg
will hold hig parsonal exbibition at the Nabonal Arl Muaseum of China im May - 20174,
Consequently. this picture album has seloected quite a number ol his represen Lallve
paintings: Fora middle=aged arlisl from the army , both the exhibilion and the album reveasl
Chen’ g efforls in artistic exploralion and crealion during (he process of China® s social
refornm and rise of new cul fure.

Chen is an oil painter whe has grown up during the petiod of China® & reform ancd
apening—up. With a deep love Loward oil painting, he pergists Lo express his ideals on
aociely, nature and life Lhrough painting. On the ane hand, he immerses himsell inthe study
of taditional oll painting. borrowing from the arl creqalion of Chinese older generalion
on the other hand. he pursues his own artigtic style by paying atlention o his mdiviciual
feeling and perspeclive.

As a military artist. Chen knows well his responsibilities, sparing no etforl in
understanding Lhe life of soldiers and depicting the accomplishments of China® s
revolutionary history and the People’ s Liberation Army since the 20th Century. e ig
passionate aboul his art pursuit and manages Lo illustrate Lhe revolutionary hislory and
PLA" s gplendor in the new era. During the past 20 years . he has been concentiating or the
crealion of both monumental worky and small pieces with determiination and sincer iy, /\llbnl
them are pure in spiril with prominent rhythm and harmony.

When planning the exhibition and editing the albwn. we decided (o divide Chen' a
works into four “chapters.”

Revolulionary Passion collaots Chen’ & large—scale works about revolution history and
military subjects: These paintings unfeld historie scenarios with broad histerie perspectives
ranging from battlefield to victories, from heroic figures to orlinary people welcoming Uhe
liberation, All these works recreate historical events with the focus on historic scenarios,
baltletfield, arduous life and high apirits of soldiers. They especially display the unigue
charactlerislios of Chen” s group image building,

Footprinls of Great Men collects the achievements of hig numerous visits Lo
revolutionary bases during Lhe past years. An ulmogl characterigtic of these paintings is
to trace the foolprints of the revolutionary pioneers and o conduct spiritual dialogues
with history. Another characteristic is Lo {ind perspedtives for his paintings from sceneries
especially the historical architectures. Such creation is both authentic and nnovalive

displaying the diverse connotations behind the historical herilage and showing Lhe
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existence of human beings in empty space. He directs his sketch from nature with creational
consciousness while forms hig ereational painting methodology in sketch painting from
nature. This provides valuable experience for modern historic scenery paintings.

Pagsion for Plateau and Visits to Mountains record Chen’ s numerous visits to
the Qinghai—Tibet Plateau and other famous mountaing. Fle observes the nature with
enthusiastic passion, expressing his immediate feelings with pure and direct techniques .
and grasping the lively existence of people and sceneries. Focusing on the forms and
meanings of life for his paintings, he brings into full play the light sense. tones. brush
stroke and texture to express his leelings, giving vitality to his paintings.

Amnalyzing all his painting works. we can see clearly hiz broadness. multi—dimension
and organic integration in the themes of hig arts. The themes. from higtoric to realistic. from
characters to sceneries. Lthough varying a lot. are threaded with consistent emotions and
inborn logical feelings.

Fventaally . the feelings of artist must be expressed through artistic languages. Chen
lives in China but borrows the attainments from all over the world. Based on the style of
realism, he manages to adopt the modern arts of the West and form his own style. After long
Lime of reference . absorplion and study , he paints with greal facility. His works focus on the
whole structure with foreeful trend, deep tone and strong celors. With black keynote and
brilliant light and shadow , the different levels of colors and free touch of brushes has formed
dignitied visual symphony on the canvases.

“Behoes of Time and Tide”™ | the title of both the exhibition and the album, abounds
with historical sense of modern society, which is the result of Chen' s long-—term

i i

contemplation and his aspirations to serve the times. ime and Tide” brings him back
Lo the thoughts on history and nature for keeping the footprints of time by visual arts,
“Hehoes™ are the transcendence (o current surges of time. Chen has sensed the echoes
of the power and tumed them into visual arts wilh colorful style. In the field of China® s

modern o1l paintings ; the unigqueness of Chen’ s works is a special landscape. He is still at

his prime Lime of art creation. The road of his art will extend 1o a promising future.

FanDi' an
April, 2014
The author is the curator of National Art Museum of China

and a vice president of Chinese Arlists Associalion,
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